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FIRE AT LAKE TAHOE BURNS 22 HOMES: About 
500 firefighters now combating wind-whipped 
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EPICENTER OF ACTIVITY » SR’s 
newest sports, entertainment 
venue in expansion mode.   A3

MAKING ROOM FOR ART » 
Healdsburg artist transforms 
her home into gallery.  D1

WINDSOR TAKES DOWN SR » 
Jaguars dash Panthers’ hopes 
for homecoming victory.  C1

More kids dying from accidental shootings

Hours earlier, he was a happy 4-year-
old who loved Ironman and the Hulk 
and all the Avengers. Now, as Bryson 
Mees-Hernandez approached death in a 
Houston hospital room, his brain swell-
ing through the bullet hole in his face, 
his mother assured the boy it was OK to 
die.

“When you are on the other side,” his 

mother, Crystal Mees, recalls telling 
him, “you are going to see Mommy cry 
a lot. It’s not because she’s mad. It’s be-
cause she misses you.”

And this: “It’s not your fault.”
But whose fault was it?
Bryson shot himself  last January 

with a .22-caliber Derringer his grand-
mother kept under the bed. It was an ac-
cident, but one that could be blamed on 
many factors, from his grandmother’s 
negligence to the failure of  government 

and industry to find ways to prevent his 
death and so many others.

The Associated Press and the USA 
Today Network set out to determine just 
how many others there have been.

The findings: During the first six 
months of  this year, minors died from 
accidental shootings — at their own 
hands, or at the hands of  other children 
or adults — at a pace of  one every other 

Crystal Mees 
holds photo  
of her son, 
Bryson, 4, at 
her home in 
Houston. Bryson 
accidentally 
shot himself in 
January with 
a .22-caliber 
Derringer his 
grandmother 
kept under  
the bed. 
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A homeless man known as Big Joe reads a newspaper with his belongings, including several musical instruments, stacked in a planter behind him 
Tuesday on the corner of Fourth and D streets in downtown Santa Rosa. The city has few laws governing public spaces downtown.

Public space challenge
SANTA ROSA » As square reunification nears completion,  
concern grows over how to deter congregating homeless 

As construction crews 
make progress on Santa 
Rosa’s new $12 million 

central square, downtown 
businesses leaders have begun 
openly questioning whether 
the city can keep the new park 
from becoming a haven for the 
homeless. 

While the number of  home-
less in the city is down, their 
presence has become more 
visible in public places and 

business districts because creek 
cleanup efforts and projects like 
the construction of  the SMART 
commuter rail line have forced 
them out of  camp sites.

That has city leaders, down-
town merchants and others 
wondering how the city plans 
to keep the newly reunified Old 
Courthouse Square, set to open 
in December, from becoming a 
place where large numbers of  
homeless residents congregate. 

“We literally have people living 

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

TURN TO SPACE » PAGE A2

By RYAN J. FOLEY AND LARRY FENN
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OPTIONS TO ADDRESS CONGREGATING HOMELESS
Several ideas were proposed this week by Santa Rosa, police and business 
officials to address the likelihood of more homeless people congregating in 
downtown after the square reunification project. Options include:

 ■Developing a “hot list” of the top 
10 or 15 homeless troublemakers 
and finding ways to give them extra 
attention or services

 ■  Upgrading some infractions from 
misdemeanors to increase penalties 
and allow police to make arrests for 
behavior observed by witnesses

 ■Making it illegal to store personal 
items in public places

 ■Hiring additional staff in the 
City Attorney’s Office to prosecute 
violations of city ordinances

 ■ Invoking Laura’s Law, a state law 
allowing for court-ordered assisted 
outpatient treatment for people will 
mental illness

 ■Hiring homeless people to clean 
the downtown area, such as sweep-
ing streets or sidewalks

SMART engines to be replaced

Officials at the Sonoma Marin Area 
Rail Transit District said Friday every 
engine on 14 new rail cars — which, 
combined, cost nearly $50 million — 
are potentially at risk of  failing and 
must be replaced. The stunning de-
velopment will further contribute to 
delays in delivering passenger service 
promised nearly a decade ago under a 

taxpayer-funded rail initiative.
SMART had been aiming to launch 

passenger service by the end of  the 
year, but Friday revised that plan and 
is now targeting late spring of  2017 
to finally bring paying customers on 
board.

However, Farhad Mansourian, the 
agency’s general manager, conceded 
that even the new launch date may not 
be realistic, depending on resolution 
of  the engine problems and progress 
made on safety testing.

“We’re giving ourselves a target, 
and at this point, the target looks 
good,” Mansourian said. “On a month-
ly basis, I’ll provide the public and 

(SMART’s) board with an update.”
Besides frustrating potential riders, 

the delays carry financial implica-
tions for the rail agency, which among 
other things loses out on fare revenue 
each day that passenger service isn’t 
being offered.

There were signs prior to Friday 
that SMART was going to have trouble 
meeting its self-imposed deadline to 
start service in 2016. The agency has 
ramped up safety testing on the green-
and-gray trains and at crossings, but is 
still months away from simulating fare 
service and getting final approvals from 

Rail service may not begin 
until late spring 2017  
as repair adds to setbacks
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SMART officials said Friday the engines for all of its 
rail cars will need to be replaced.

Trump 
defiant 
as claims 
stack up

GREENSBORO, North Caro-
lina — Battered by sordid new 
accusations of  sexual misbe-
havior, Donald Trump fought 
back in ever-more-remarkable 
fashion Friday, acting out one 
woman’s allegation onstage and 

s u g g e s t i n g 
another was 
not attrac-
tive enough 
to merit his 
attention. He 
defiantly de-
nied a week’s 
worth of  ac-
cusations that 
have all but 
consumed his 

presidential bid just over three 
weeks before the election.

“She would not be my first 
choice, that I can tell you,” 
Trump said of  one woman in a 
rambling attack on his female 
accusers as he campaigned in 
battleground North Carolina.

The New York businessman 
said his staff wanted him to 
avoid the topic altogether, but 
that he couldn’t resist defending 
himself. He blamed the growing 
story on his Democratic oppo-
nent Hillary Clinton and an in-
ternational media conspiracy, 

CAMPAIGN 2016 » New 
assault allegations afflict 
GOP candidate’s race 
By STEVE PEOPLES  
AND JILL COLVIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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DIFFERING  
REACTIONS
Women’s rights 
advocates have 
shown different 
responses to 
sexual misconduct 
claims against  
Donald Trump and 
Bill Clinton / B1

Donald Trump


