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Gov. Jerry Brown, joined by Sens. Kamala Harris, left, and Dianne Feinstein, speaks 
before a town hall meeting Saturday at Santa Rosa High School.

Brown, lawmakers vow  
to find more disaster funds

A throng of  federal, state and local 
officials, headed by Gov. Jerry Brown 
and U.S. Sens. Dianne Feinstein and 
Kamala Harris, toured fire-ravaged 
Santa Rosa Saturday to see for them-
selves the scale of  the disaster and 
pledge their support for the ongoing 
firefight and eventual recovery. 

“This is truly one of  the greatest, 
if  not the greatest, tragedy that Cal-
ifornia has ever faced,” Brown said. 
“The devastation is just unbeliev-
able. It’s a horror that no one could 

have imagined.” 
Hundreds of  people, many of  them 

newly homeless, packed the Santa 
Rosa High School gymnasium where 
leaders expressed support for com-
munity recovery, pleaded with peo-
ple to heed new evacuation notices 
and advised residents about how to 
sign up for a variety of  types of  as-
sistance. 

“Right now we are just here to say 
we are with you, we support you, and 
it’s going to be a long road ahead,” 
Harris said. “But there’s been so 
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‘This fire 
was going to 
kill people’

 Cal Fire Battalion Chief  Gino 
DeGraffenreid was about to 
jump back into his truck after 
loading a fleeing family into a 
police car when he thought he 
heard someone yelling amid the 
roaring wind and fire in the hills 
northeast of  Santa Rosa. 

He ran toward the voice and 
saw them: a couple wearing next 
to nothing, freezing amid an un-
precedented fire belching smoke 
and raining firebrands.

“They were soaking wet,” 
DeGraffenreid said. “They had 
awoken to a smoke detector, 
jumped in the pool and for about 
an hour had been in the pool try-
ing to stay away from heat.”

He wrapped them in T-shirts, 
put them into his truck and car-
avaned with police down Mi-
chele Way to Mark West Springs 
Road, a white-knuckle trip with 
fire and intense heat — a burn-
ing neighborhood already wiped 
clean of  all that had once been 
so familiar.

“All of  the landmarks — the 
houses, the fences, the goofy 
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TUBBS FIRE
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Helicopters drop water on a fire on the flanks of Hood Mountain above Ledson Winery on Saturday in the Sonoma Valley. An evacuation was ordered Saturday along Highway 12 between 
Calistoga Road and Adobe Canyon Road in Kenwood.  No homes burned in the area, but smoke and flames from the Oakmont fire framed a smoky backdrop against the mountains, 

Winds fan 
flames, but 
fire lines 
hold up

An army of  firefighters with a larger 
aerial arsenal at their disposal held their 
ground and made some gains Saturday 
on devastating wildfires ravaging Wine 
Country, but evacuation orders that forced 
thousands from their homes before dawn 
and a rising death toll were clear remind-
ers of  the peril that still grips the region. 

Northeast winds that arrived early 
Saturday whipped up a new fire in the 
hills outside eastern Santa Rosa, and 
spread an existing blaze outside Sonoma, 
prompting another round of  nighttime 
evacuation orders.

Thousands of  Santa Rosa residents were 
forced to leave — some for the second time 
since last Sunday — while others faced 
their first mandatory orders in Sonoma. 

Aware winds were on their way, fire-
fighters were posted in potential trouble 
spots ahead of  time as law enforcement 
officers — their bullhorns and sirens 
blaring — drove city blocks in Santa 
Rosa ordering people out of  their homes 
before 3 a.m. They knocked on doors and 
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