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Saudis reject Trump’s threats 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Saudi Arabia on Sunday threat-
ened to retaliate for any sanctions 
imposed against it after President 
Donald Trump said the oil-rich king-
dom deserves “severe punishment” 
if  it is responsible for the disap-

pearance and suspected murder of  
Washington Post contributor Jamal 
Khashoggi.

The warning from the world’s top 
oil exporter came after a turbulent 
day on the Saudi stock exchange, 
which plunged as much as 7 percent 
at one point.

The statement was issued as inter-
national concern grew over the writ-
er who vanished on a visit to the Sau-
di Consulate in Istanbul over a week 
ago. American lawmakers threat-
ened tough punitive action against 
the Saudis, and Germany, France 

and Britain jointly called for a “cred-
ible investigation” into Khashoggi’s 
disappearance.

Turkish officials have said they 
fear a Saudi hit team killed and dis-
membered Khashoggi, who wrote 
critically of  Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman. The king-
dom has called such allegations 
“baseless” but has not offered any 
evidence Khashoggi ever left the 
consulate.

Already, international business 
leaders are pulling out of  the king-
dom’s upcoming investment forum, 

a high-profile event known as “Da-
vos in the Desert,” and the sell-off 
on Riyadh’s Tadawul stock exchange 
showed that investors are uneasy.

The exchange dropped by over 500 
points, then clawed back some of  
the losses, ending the day down 264 
points, or more than 4 percent. Of  
188 stocks traded on the exchange, 
179 ended the day with a loss.

“Something this big would defi-
nitely spook investors, and Saudi 
just opened up for foreign direct in-
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retaliation against any US 
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The $74 million, 14-mile Highway 101 repaving project from Windsor to Geyserville is nearing completion. Caltrans will soon start on the next 
phase of the highway project, the 10-mile stretch from Canyon Road in Geyserville to Cloverdale. 

Smoother ride extended
First phase of ‘The Big Pave’ on Highway 101 nears completion between 
Windsor and Geyserville, part of region’s largest such project in 50 years 

The first phase of  a Highway 101 
repaving project north of  Windsor is 
nearing completion, and finally will 

grant northern Sonoma County commut-
ers some reprieve from the notoriously 
pockmarked roadway.

Work on the segment between Windsor 
and Geyserville is set to wrap up by the 
end of  October or early November, before 
the traditional winter rains force the ma-
jority of  construction crews off the roads. 

“This is one of  the worst stretches of  
highway in the Bay Area, and we couldn’t 
be more excited to be completing Phase 
One,” said state Sen. Mike McGuire, 

D-Healdsburg. “A promise was made to 
keep the initial phase on time and on bud-
get, and that promise was kept.”

Dublin-based DeSilva Gates Construc-
tion crews spent the past two construction 
seasons laying 14 miles of  new roadway in 
both directions, replacing nerve-jarring 
craters with a steady surface. The new 
asphalt is expected to have a 20-year life 
span. Workers also ground down bumpy 
transitions over concrete bridges, making 
it a mostly smooth drive.

Dubbed “The Big Pave,” it’s one of  the 
largest infrastructure projects in north 
Sonoma County in five decades.

Caltrans is overseeing the project. The 
first phase cost $74 million. 

The next phase will repave 10 miles 

of  highway from Geyserville to Clover-
dale and repair or replace more than 55 
culverts along the overall project’s 24-mile 
stretch. It’s expected to cost $90 million, 
largely because of  road drainage work 
that includes an estimated $1 million in 
wetlands and riparian environmental 
impact mitigation.

The entire project is expected to cost 
about $164 million, about $4 million more 
than originally planned when construc-
tion began in June 2017.

Caltrans District Director Tony Tavares 
said the prior estimate lacked final design 
and right-of-way requirements now better 
understood from comprehensive engineer-
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Advocates promote Latino history sites

GLORIETA PASS, New Mexico — A 
makeshift memorial to Hispanic Civil 
War Union soldiers in an isolated part 
northern New Mexico is a typical rep-
resentation of  sites linked to U.S. Latino 
history: It’s shabby, largely unknown 
and at risk of  disappearing.

Across the U.S, many sites historical-
ly connected to key moments in Latino 
civil rights lie forgotten, decaying or in 
danger of  quietly dissolving into the past 

without acknowledgment. Scholars and 
advocates say a lack of  preservation, re-
sistance to recognition and even natural 
disasters make it hard for sites to gain 
traction among the general public, which 
affects how Americans see Latinos in 
U.S. history.

The birthplace of  farmworker union 
leader Cesar Chavez sits abandoned 
in Yuma, Arizona. The Corpus Chris-
ti, Texas, office of  Dr. Hector P. Garcia, 
where the Mexican-American civil rights 
movement was sparked, is gone. And no 
markers exist where pioneering educa-
tor George I. Sanchez captured images of  
New Mexico poverty for his 1940 ground-
breaking book “Forgotten People.”

RUSSELL CONTRERAS / ASSOCIATED PRESS 

A makeshift memorial honors Hispanic Civil War 
Union soldiers who fought in the Battle of Glorieta 
Pass in Northern New Mexico outside Santa Fe. 
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Scholars say better attention to 
noteworthy places would boost 
respect for community’s role

PG&E 
shuts off 
power 
to 17,000

Pacific Gas & Electric shut off 
power to more than 17,000 cus-
tomers in Sonoma, Napa and 
Lake counties Sunday night as 
part of  a new effort from the 
utility company to help prevent 
wildfires from starting during 
periods of  particularly danger-
ous weather.

The outages were a historic 
step for PG&E, which has never 
proactively cut power before but 
since last year’s Northern Cal-
ifornia wildfires has now em-
braced the strategy when high 
winds, low humidity and warm 
temperatures combine to create 
conditions ripe for large and de-
structive fires. 

As of  about 8 p.m. Sunday, 
most of  the outages were con-
centrated in Lake County. 
PG&E had planned outages for 
11,000 customers there, spokes-
woman Deanna Contreras said 
earlier in the day. 

About 5,700 customers in 
Napa County and more than 400 
in Sonoma County’s unincorpo-
rated northeastern areas were 
to be affected as well, she added.

PG&E’s announcement came 
as winds were gusting between 
25 and 45 mph across many of  
the hills in the greater North 
Bay and even faster at the tall-
est elevations. A red-flag warn-
ing from the National Weather 
Service is in effect through noon 
today. 

Another 70,000 PG&E custom-
ers in the Sierra foothills were 
set to lose power as well. 

Power was set to be restored 
to most customers by tonight, 
but some outages will last into 
Tuesday, the utility said. 

Utility seeks to ease fire 
risk in 3 counties amid 
warm, windy conditions
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