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METS SEND DODGERS 
PACKING: New York, Cubs 
meet in NL championship 
series Saturday / C1

FALL HIKES
Autumn is the perfect time to join a guided trek on the North Coast TimeOut

DEPUTIES RAID 
SR POT GARDEN
Armed officers block street, 
use SWAT vehicle in action 
resulting in arrests Empire

A significant number of  Sonoma 
County home sellers ended the sum-
mer by putting their properties on 
the market, contributing to the larg-
est number of  signed sales agree-
ments in September in at least six 

years.
New listings increased 22 percent 

last month from a year earlier to 
537 single-family homes, according 
to The Press Democrat’s monthly 
housing report compiled by Pacific 
Union International Vice President 
Rick Laws. It was the third straight 
month where new listings rose on a 
year-over-year basis.

The jump in listings didn’t result 
in an increase in completed sales 
last month. Buyers purchased 396 
single-family homes in September, 
a decline of  12  percent from a year 

earlier.
But the added listings did help 

boost the number of  signed sales 
agreements in September by nearly 
18 percent, compared to a year ago, 
Laws said. Buyers and sellers signed 
468 sales contracts, the most for the 
month since he began collecting 
such data in 2009.

Some of  those “under contract” 
deals inevitably will fall through, 
while others will be completed this 
month or later this autumn. To 
Laws, the combined jump in listings 
and signed agreements suggested 

that a significant number of  buyers 
have been bypassing homes that 
have been sitting on the market for 
weeks but are keeping an eye out for 
new offerings that better suit their 
needs.

“They’re waiting for the right 
property with the right price,” he 
said.

Such buyers are no longer feeling 
pushed by worries over rising pric-
es, brokers said.

The median sales price in Sep-
tember was $541,500, essentially 

More Sonoma County homes on market
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Increase in listings results in 
highest number of signed sales 
contracts since at least 2009 

President Barack Obama

Obama 
delays 
Afghan 
pullout

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama halted the with-
drawal of  U.S. military forces 
from Afghanistan on Thursday, 
announcing that the United 
States will keep thousands of  
troops in the country through 
the end of  his term in 2017 and 
indefinitely prolonging the 
American role in a war that has 
already lasted 14 years.

In a brief  statement from the 
Roosevelt Room in the White 
House, Obama said he contin-
ued to oppose the idea of  “end-
less war.” But the president, who 
once traveled to Afghanistan to 
declare “the light of  a new day 
on the horizon,” said Thursday 
that a longer-term U.S. presence 
there was vital to the security 
of  the United States and a coun-
try that is beset by the Taliban, 
their allies from al-Qaida, and 
militants from the Islamic State.

“While America’s combat 
mission in Afghanistan may 
be over, our commitment to 
Afghanistan and its people en-
dures,” said Obama, flanked by 
Vice President Joe Biden and 
his top military leaders. “I will 
not allow Afghanistan to be 
used as a safe haven for terror-
ists to attack our nation again.”

The decision, reached af-
ter what White House officials 
called an “extensive, lengthy re-
view,” ensures that Obama will 

In reversal, president says 
US troops will stay into 2017 

to bolster security

By MATTHEW ROSENBERG 
and MICHAEL D. SHEAR

NEW YORK TIMES
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Odom’s struggle played out on TV

A youth basketball coach in New York City re-
ceived a phone call in July. One of  his former players 
was looking for him.

The player was Lamar Odom, the former high 
school basketball star who went on to win two NBA 
titles with the Los Angeles Lakers. His professional 
basketball career was finished, and his private strug-
gles were playing out for public consumption on re-

ality television. Odom hoped to patch things up with 
his former coach. He also wanted help.

“Then why did you move to Las Vegas?” the coach, 
Gary Charles, recalled asking him.

Odom assured Charles he was committed to re-
gaining his fitness and playing basketball again, 
so Charles made arrangements for Odom to work 
out later that week at a Las Vegas-area high school. 
Charles was optimistic. Perhaps this was the fresh 
start Odom desperately needed.

But when that day came, and the gymnasium was 
prepared for his arrival, Odom did not show up.

On Thursday, Odom, 35, remained hospitalized in 
Las Vegas, two days after he was found unconscious 
in a Nevada brothel. The hospital has not released 
information about his condition, but news reports 

JAMIE RECTOR / New York Times file

Ex-Laker Lamar Odom has  
a tattoo of his son Jayden, 
who died in 2006. TURN TO ODOM, PAGE A7

Ex-LA Lakers star, hospitalized after collapse 
at brothel, was in reality television spotlight 
as Kardashian marriage, career unraveled

By SCOTT CACCIOLA and BILLY WITZ
NEW YORK TIMES

SEPTEMBER 
STATISTICS
$541,500: 
Median Sonoma 
County home 
price
396: Number 
of single-family 
homes sold
537: Number 
of new listings
468: Number 
of sales contracts 
signed
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READY TO AGE: Raul Cortez, a cellar worker at Gundlach Bundschu in Sonoma, peers into a barrel Thursday as he fills it with the 2015 vintage of merlot wine. 
The wine will stay in the barrels for about 16 months in the wine cave at the Sonoma winery, which received its last grapes Oct. 13.

Harvest wraps up
As grape-growing season draws to early close in Wine Country, 

vineyard workers, cellar rats, winemakers experience a less-frenetic fall   

A nne Dempsey finally will 
be able to relax for Hal-
loween this year.

As winemaker at Gundlach 
Bundschu Winery in the Sono-
ma Valley, Dempsey typically 
would still be almost two weeks 
away from the end of  the North 
Coast grape harvest.

But this year, she received 
her last grapes Oct. 13, bins of  
merlot that marked the conclu-
sion of  the 2015 harvest for the 
family-operated winery.   

“Usually, I remember going to 
the store in August, then later I 
turn around and there are pump-
kins and I don’t what happened,” 

she said of  the way time blurs 
in Wine Country during har-
vest, when everyone from field 
workers in the vineyard to cellar 
rats in the winery put in long, 
exhausting hours to pick and 
process the region’s grape crop.

Most of  the grape harvest 
wrapped up last week in 
Sonoma County, though a few 
wineries still are picking, said 
Sean Carroll, spokesman for 
Sonoma County Winegrowers, 
a trade group that represents 
more than 1,800 grape growers. 
Historically, harvest ends on the 
North Coast around Nov. 1.

Adam Lee, co-founder of  Sidu-
ri Wines, said that he actually 
took a trip with several other 
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TIME OUT FOR TASTE TEST: Gundlach Bundschu cellar worker Javier 
De La Cueva checks out some cabernet sauvignon Thursday while he 
moves it between tanks before it is transferred into barrels. 


