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THE COUNTY’S BEST: Sub-
scribers will find a copy 
of Best of Sonoma County 
magazine inside today’s 
Comics section. The mag-
azine, which recognizes 
readers’ favorite places  
to eat, play and shop, is 
also for sale at North Coast 
7-Elevens.

INSIDE

GUN SALES SPIKE » Mendocino 
County seventh-highest in 
firearm purchases in state.  A3

CRAFT BEER BOOM »  
Breweries springing 
up all over Sonoma 
County with no signs 
of slowing down or 
oversaturation.   E1

Scotland a ray of hope for clean power

EDINBURGH, Scotland — Even by the 
blustery standards of  this notoriously 
squall-swept land, Aug. 7 was a particu-
larly gusty day.

Bursts of  rushing air swept across 
the green expanse of  the Highlands, fell-
ing trees, submerging boats and forcing 
wind-whipped organizers to cancel food 
festivals and concerts.

But amid the gale-force havoc, the day 
also brought a critical milestone in a qui-
et energy revolution: For the first time, 

the army of  spinning white turbines that 
has sprouted across the lush countryside 
generated enough electricity to power all 
of  Scotland.

The exceptional output brought the 
country membership in a small but 
growing club of  nations proving that the 
vision of  a world powered by renewable 
fuels is closer than many realize. Long 
derided as a fantasy, a day’s worth of  
energy harvested purely from the sun 
and the wind has lately become reality in 
nations such as Portugal, Denmark and 
Costa Rica.

In those countries, and others, the 
gains in renewable production have 
come quickly and unexpectedly, offering 
a ray of  hope amid dire predictions from 

REX FEATURES VIA AP IMPAGES

The sun sets over Black Law wind farm near 
Lanarkshire, Scotland, on Feb. 10. Wind farms have 
generated enough power for the entire country.

By GRIFF WITTE
THE WASHINGTON POST

RENEWABLES » Bipartisan 
support for harnessing bad 
weather nets huge success
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Hillary Clinton

Past 
missteps 
mute 
Clinton

In the past week, as a swirl 
of  sexual assault accusations 
against Donald Trump has 
prompted a loud national dis-
cussion about male power and 
women’s rights, the first woman 
to be a major party’s presiden-
tial nominee was barely heard 
from.

Though Hillary Clinton has 
stood at the 
center of  fem-
inist debates 
for more than 
two decades, 
she has at times 
been an imper-
fect messenger 
for the cause. 
That has never 
been more ap-

parent than now, as her old mis-
steps and her husband’s history 
have effectively paralyzed her 
during a moment of  widespread 
outrage.

The most impassioned 
speeches on the topic have come 
not from her, but from the first 
lady, Michelle Obama, who said 
Trump’s words had “shaken 
me to my core,” and from Presi-
dent Barack Obama and others. 
When Clinton herself  spoke, she 
quickly changed the subject to 
other groups of  people Trump 
had insulted, and she tried to 
lighten the mood with a joke 
about watching cat videos.

“It makes you want to turn off 
the news. It makes you want to 
unplug the internet or just look 
at cat GIFs,” Clinton told donors 
in San Francisco on Thurs-
day, making her first remarks 

Husband’s history 
makes her hesitant to 
speak out about Trump

By AMY CHOZICK
NEW YORK TIMES
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TRUMP GOES 
ON OFFENSE

 ■ Republican 
candidate says 
Clinton on drugs 
at debate / B1

 ■More cam-
paign coverage 
on B5, B8 and B9

Voters to decide if pot 
should be legal for all

PHOTOS BY JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

HARVEST TIME: The farm manager for Bay Area Safe Alternatives Collective in San Francisco, which chooses to keep its employees anonymous, harvests one of the 
many varieties of organic marijuana growing on its Santa Rosa area farm on Tuesday. 

California voters, who were the first 
in the nation to legalize marijuana 
for medical use two 

decades ago, will now decide 
whether to join a parade 
of  states that are allowing 
adults to use it simply for 
pleasure.

Their decision on Proposi-
tion 64 will have a profound 
impact on California’s 
North Coast, the largest 
producer of  marijuana in 
the United States, with ramifications 
for the region’s economy, drug use, the 
environment, government tax revenue 
and the community of  small growers 
who produce some of  the most coveted 
cannabis in the world. 

If  approved, one study suggests, it 
would create a commercial pot industry 

that could sell $6.5 billion of  cannabis 
by 2020, rivaling the current size of  the 
state’s renowned wine industry.

Although recreational marijuana is 
already legal in four states — Colorado, 

Oregon, Washington and 
Alaska — adding Califor-
nia to a West Coast wall of  
acceptance would send polit-
ical ripples across the nation 
and intensify pressure on the 
federal government to relax 
its laws on pot.

“This is California, this 
is a game changer,” said 
Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom, a 

prominent backer of  the ballot measure. 
“You’re not going to ignore California. 
At a certain point, the federal govern-
ment is waking up.”

Polls show the Adult Use of  Marijuana 
Act is supported by 60 percent or more 

FARM: An employee of the Bay Area Safe Alternatives 
Collective in San Francisco processes a variety of mari-
juana plants grown on the group’s farm near Santa Rosa. 
Voters decide whether to legalize marijuana on Nov. 8.

MARIJUANA INDUSTRY » RECREATIONAL USE

Approving Proposition 64 could create big commercial market
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“The dysfunction and dark side of this 
underground economy has gone to such an 
extent that people are ready for change.”
GAVIN NEWSOM, lieutenant governor and former San Francisco mayor 

SUPPORT FOR 
POT GROWING
Recent poll finds 
60 percent of voters in 
California are in favor of 
Proposition 64, signaling 
growing shift / A15


