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SESSIONS’ SURPRISE MOVE: Attorney general 
sends federal lawyer to Iowa to help prosecute 
man accused of killing transgender teen  / B1
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TRACKING FIRES’ TOLL 
Firefighters are making progress on flames that have plagued the North Coast for more than a week. But as fires subside, the toll becomes more clear. A brief look at the blazes:.

40
People confirmed dead  
in 4 counties

106,000
Acres burned in  
Sonoma County

$3 BILLION
A preliminary estimate 
of damage caused by fire

17,000
Homes in Sonoma County 
without power

6,800
Homes, parcels lost  
in Sonoma County

SONOMA VALLEY » 
A distorted landscape  
few have yet seen / A3

COMING TOGETHER » 
Parishioners gather 
to find comfort / A3 

COPING AMID DISASTER » 
Trying to create a sense  
of normalcy / A3

Despite favorable weather and 
a surge in firefighting resources 
that led officials Sunday to claim 
the weeklong battle against 
several Sonoma County wild-
fires was “turning a corner,” 
the property toll from the fires 
more than doubled as a sober-
ing new tally estimated they had 

destroyed 
some 6,700 
structures 
and left 
more than 
$3 billion in 
losses. 

The im-
p r o v e d 
conditions 
in the fires 
that have 

killed at least 40 people — in-
cluding 22 in Sonoma County 
— prompted authorities to lift 
evacuation orders for Calistoga 
and parts of  the Larkfield-Wiki-
up neighborhood north of  Santa 
Rosa. All evacuation orders for 
Healdsburg were lifted as well. 

The most destructive fire, 
the Tubbs fire, is now 60 per-
cent contained and firefighters 
reported gaining substantial 
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FENDING OFF FLARE-UPS: Bodega Bay Fire Department firefighter Josh Menzies walks through smoke Sunday while keeping a flare-up in check along North Pythian 
Road near Hood Mountain Regional Park. Favorable weather and a surge in resources aided the firefight.

Firefight at last  
‘turning corner’
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By J.D. MORRIS  
AND MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

INSIDE
 ■An updated list 

of school closures 
throughout the 
county / A4

 ■Willie Benadetti 
of Willie Bird Turkey 
fame begins  
evacuating  
his birds / A8

ONLINE: STAY UP TO DATE ON FIREFIGHTING EFFORTS AND EVACUATIONS AND SEE MORE PHOTOS AND VIDEO AT PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

Despite gains, 
the scope of  
loss becoming 
painfully clear

Two days after the Tubbs fire 
incinerated his Fountaingrove 
home, La Tortilla Factory CEO 
Jeff Ahlers returned to work 
and oversaw efforts to put the 
40-year-old Santa Rosa food 
manufacturer back in opera-
tion.

With electricity restored but 
natural gas service still inter-
rupted at the plant off Airport 
Boulevard, Ahlers and a small 
team Wednesday began con-
tacting the company’s employ-
ees. They wanted to learn who 
lost their homes, who had been 
forced out by evacuations and 
who remained busy helping oth-
er relatives cope with disaster.

The team also sought to as-
sure employees eager to get 
back to work and earn a pay-
check.

Willie Tamayo, who also lost 
his home in the fire and is a 
member of  the family that owns 

TURN TO ECONOMY » PAGE A9

County’s
economy 
hit hard 
by blazes
By ROBERT DIGITALE  
AND BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT


