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Egg donors challenge pay guidelines in court

On their websites, next to glossy pictures 
of  babies, some fertility clinics and egg- 
donor agencies refer to eggs as a “priceless 
gift” from caring young women who want to 
help people with fertility problems. There is 
a price tag for eggs, though, and it is now the 
subject of  a legal battle.

In a federal lawsuit, a group of  women are 
challenging industry guidelines that say it is 
“inappropriate” to pay a woman more than 
$10,000 for her eggs. The women say the 

$10,000 limit amounts to illegal price-fixing 
and point out that there is no price restric-
tion on the sale of  human sperm. 

A federal judge has certified the claim as 
a class action, and it most likely will go to 
trial next year.

The guidelines do not have the force of  
law, though they have been widely followed. 
But demand for eggs has increased and 
put pressure on their price. So some high-
end fertility clinics and egg-donor agencies 
are ignoring the guidelines and paying far 
more — on rare occasions in the six figures 
— while donors are shopping around to get 

the best price. The case could shake up the 
$80  million egg-donor market by spurring 
more negotiation. It is a potent reminder 
that egg donation is a big business, though 
one with many more inherent ethical issues 
than others.

“The lawsuit is raising awareness of  the 
commodification of  the whole thing, and 
that’s good,” said Sierra Poulson, 28, a law-
yer in Nebraska not involved with the case, 
and a founder of  the online forum We Are 
Egg Donors. “The guidelines are skewed 
toward the intended parents, toward the 

RYAN HENRIKSEN / New York Times 

Sierra Poulson is a founder of 
the website We Are Egg Donors. TURN TO EGG DONORS, PAGE A6
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TWO-YEAR EXPERIMENT: Danielle Lipski, research coordinator with the Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary, left; Dale Hubbard, senior faculty research 
assistant at Oregon State University, center; and mate Marshall Stein prepare to deploy a hydrophone Thursday from the Research Vessel Fulmar.

Listening to the ocean
Recording project in Cordell Bank sanctuary off Sonoma Coast  

seeks to help marine life avoid harmful effects from human-made noise

CORDELL BANK NATIONAL 
MARINE SANCTUARY

M otoring across the 
steel-gray surface of  the 
Pacific Ocean on a scien-

tific vessel loaded with high-tech 
equipment — the vast horizon 
stretching ahead and seabirds 
soaring above — it is still nearly 
impossible to picture the diverse 
and abundant life that hides 
beneath the waves.

But occasionally, you get a 

glimpse. 
A humpback whale breach-

es off the bow. Three sea lions 
mingle in a group before diving in 
unison. A pod of  100 or more dol-
phins puts on an acrobatic show, 
its members leaping above the 
surface two or three at a time.

What sounds do such marine 
mammals hear, and how loud is it 
in their underwater world?

Those are the questions driving 
scientist Danielle Lipski and 
her colleagues, who were on a 
daylong voyage Thursday out of  

TURN TO LISTENING, PAGE A9
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CURIOUS CREATURES: Dolphins swim past the Fulmar on Thursday.

ONLINE: Browse a photo gallery and watch a video  
with this story at pressdemocrat.com

‘Shrimp Boy’ charged in slaying

JEFF CHIU / Associated Press, file

J. Tony Serra, right, an attorney for Raymond 
“Shrimp Boy” Chow, pictured at left, attends an 
April 2014 news conference in San Francisco. 

A federal grand jury Friday charged 
onetime San Francisco gang leader 
Raymond “Shrimp Boy” Chow with 
orchestrating the murder of  a man 
found shot to death in 2013 near the 
Mendocino Coast.

Chow, who took over a Chinatown 
fraternal organization in 2006 after 
his 2003 release from prison for rack-

eteering, pleaded not guilty Friday in 
U.S. District Court in San Francisco to 
conspiring to murder Jim Tat Kong, 
51, of  San Pablo. He also pleaded not 
guilty to a separate charge of  con-
spiring to kill another rival in 2006. 
Chow’s lawyers, led by J. Tony Serra, 
have characterized the federal investi-
gation as a failed attempt to lure the 
notorious former Chinatown gangster 
back to criminal activity using under-
cover agents.

Kong was found with Cindy Bao 
Feng Chen, 38, of  San Francisco on 
Oct. 17, 2013, in a minivan parked on 
a dirt pullout leading to an old bark 
dump off Highway 20 outside Fort 
Bragg.

Kong and Chen had been shot in the 
heads at point-blank range in what 
appeared to be a calculated execution, 
with the gunman leaving behind the 
bodies and packages of  marijuana, 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Capt. 
Greg Van Patten said. No shooter has 
been arrested.

The federal case does not identify 
a suspected triggerman. It instead fo-
cuses on the activities of  Chow, who 
served nearly two decades in prison 
for racketeering charges involving 
prostitution and firearms. His defense 
team says Chow has reformed.

But Chow is scheduled to stand trial 
starting Nov. 2 following a multiyear 

Raymond Chow pleads not guilty 
to orchestrating execution-style 
Mendocino Coast killing in 2013
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Jobless 
rate is 

lowest in 
8 years

Sonoma County’s unemploy-
ment rate dropped to 3.8 percent 
in September, its lowest level in 
eight years, down from a revised 
4.3 percent in August as the lo-
cal economy continues to show 
strong job growth.

Local employers have added 
5,200 wage and salary jobs over 
the past year, boosting employ-
ment to a record 206,800 jobs, the 
state Employment Development 
Department reported Friday.

Unemployment has fall-
en to levels not reached since 
May  2007, shortly before the 
crash in the residential real 
estate market that triggered 
the recession. The jobless rate, 
which peaked in March 2010 at 
11.4 percent, stood at 5.1 percent 
a year ago. Today, the county en-
joys the sixth-lowest jobless rate 
among California’s 58 counties. 

“The takeaway is that we 
are firing on all eight cylinders 
now,” said Ben Stone, executive 
director of  the Sonoma County 
Economic Development Board.

Statewide, unemployment 
dropped below 6 percent for the 
first time since 2007, dipping to 
5.9 percent in September. The 
U.S. jobless rate was unchanged 
in September at 5.1 percent.

To get a sense of  how much 
Sonoma County’s job outlook 
has rebounded since the re-
cession, one might take a look 
at the job fair being held today 
near Healdsburg Plaza.

SoFi, the San Francisco-based 
marketplace lender, is hosting 
the event at its satellite office on 
Healdsburg Avenue as it looks to 

With record 206,800 jobs  
in county, unemployment 

sinks to 3.8% for September
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