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Sex abuse debate inflames a tense nation

In high school civics classes, the 
usual assignments about political 
parties and the Electoral College have 
given way to anguished venting about 
groping and sexual violence.

In therapy sessions, patients feel 
triggered and even retraumatized by 
Donald Trump’s graphic remarks 
about women and his boasting about 
forcing himself  on them and getting 
away with it.

And in conversations before and 
after church services, the stench of  
moral decay has stirred discussions 
about former President Bill Clinton’s 
behavior with a White House intern 
in the 1990s, and whether his conduct 
was actually worse than Trump’s.

“Sexual abuse is not something 

most parishioners thought they’d have 
to think about in this campaign,” said 
the Rev. Stephen M. Koeth, a Roman 
Catholic priest who assists at the Holy 
Trinity church on Manhattan’s Upper 
West Side. “It is a painful moment in 
our culture.”

For voters across party lines, the 
presidential race was already ugly, 
already exhausting and already dom-
inated by two candidates many voters 
found deplorable. And yet it somehow 
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Richard Rapp, a social studies teacher who led 
students in a lively debate about Donald Trump and 
Hillary Clinton, hands out paperwork Friday during 
his class in New York.

By PATRICK HEALY  
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CAMPAIGN 2016 »  Voters 
reel as raw talk raises the 
stakes of election result

California seen as Obamacare success

WASHINGTON — Even as 
turmoil in insurance markets 
nationwide fuels renewed elec-
tion-year attacks on the Af-
fordable Care Act, California is 
emerging as a clear illustration 
of  what the law can achieve.

The state has recorded some 
of  the nation’s most dramatic 

gains in health coverage since 
2013 while building a competi-
tive insurance marketplace that 
offers consumers enhanced 
protections from high medical 
bills.

Californians, unlike people in 
many states, have many insur-
ance choices. That means that 
even with rising premiums, 
the vast majority of  consum-
ers should be able to find a plan 
that costs them, at most, 5 per-
cent more than in 2016.

And all health plans being 
sold in the state will cap how 
much patients must pay for pre-

scriptions every month and for 
many doctor visits.

That reflects deliberate choic-
es by California state officials 
who, unlike many states, used 
the health law to expand the 
Medicaid safety net and build a 
marketplace that put stringent 
requirements on insurance 
companies.

“California followed the blue-
print. They did it right,” said 
Dr. J. Mario Molina, chief  ex-
ecutive of  Long Beach-based 
Molina Healthcare, a leading 

NEW IN 2017 » No more 
deductibles for many  
routine doctor visits
By NOAM N. LEVEY
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Enrollment 
counselor Vue 
Yang, left, goes 
over some 
of the health 
insurance plans 
available to 
Laura San Nico-
las, center, and 
her daughter, 
Geena in Sac-
ramento last 
February.
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Beth Fulton charges her Nissan Leaf on Friday at Jim Bone Nissan in Santa Rosa.

New rebates for e-cars

The launch of Sonoma Clean Power in 
spring of  2014 is widely cited as the single 
largest action Sonoma County has taken to 
address climate change locally.

The public agency and the county’s dom-
inant electricity provider is credited with 
reducing emissions of  carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gases in the atmosphere 
through large-scale purchase and delivery 

of  renewable power from non-fossil-fuel 
burning sources, including geothermal and 
wind. Additional contracts are expected to 
add solar and more wind power to the mix 
next year, ambitious moves that represent 
the agency’s core mission of  sourcing elec-
tricity from county- and state-based sourc-
es, while helping to stabilize rates.

Now, Sonoma Clean Power is making 
another huge bet: that it can convince hun-
dreds of  Sonoma County residents over the 
next two months to ditch their gas-guzzling 
vehicles for more fuel-efficient wheels. The 
public agency has launched a new, $2.5 mil-
lion venture to help people purchase elec-
tric vehicles and install at-home charging 
stations, further advancing efforts to reduce 
climate change by targeting the largest 

source of  pollution in Sonoma County — 
tailpipe emissions.

“If  just 100,000 cars switched from driv-
ing on oil to driving on local renewables, 
we’d go a long way in achieving our climate 
change goals. That’s pretty extraordinary,” 
said Geof Syphers, chief  executive officer of  
Sonoma Clean Power. “The state has some 
really strong objectives related to reducing 
emissions, but the state doesn’t really know 
how to achieve them, so this is our opportu-
nity to experiment with relatively low risk.” 

Starting Oct. 27 and through Jan. 5, Sono-
ma Clean Power will offer its customers 
$2,500 discounts — on a first-come, first-
served basis — to purchase or lease a Nis-
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Utility partners with dealers 
to offer discounts, hoping more 
buyers will say, ‘Charge it!’
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Sonoma County sheriff’s  
investigators work Sunday 
at the crime scene of a triple 
shooting near Sebastopol.

Search 
on for 
shooting 
suspects

An intense search was on for 
any suspects in a triple shooting 
in rural Sebastopol Saturday 
night that left one dead and two 
in critical condition.

“We believe that we have three 
people that have been shot by 
parties unknown, and we are try-
ing to come up with an answer to 
what happened,” Sonoma Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Lt. Ed Hoener said. 

Detectives and deputies 
worked through the night to 
try to solve the triple shooting 
south of  Sebastopol that killed 
one man and sent two others to 
the hospital, but no arrests have 
been made, sheriff’s officials 
said.

Officials were “working dil-
igently through the night to 
solve a murder” that took place 
at about 8:15 p.m. Saturday in 
a rural neighborhood in the  
5000 block of  Highway  
116 South. 

Despite reports on social me-
dia of  arrests, “We haven’t made 
any arrests yet, but we do have 
solid leads that we’re working 
on,” sheriff’s officials posted on 
Facebook.

SEBASTOPOL » Police 
find 1 dead, 2 wounded 
at home with pot plants
By KEVIN MCCALLUM
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