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Coming home
to heartache
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Patti Delano and her daughter Caroline survey the remains of their Larkfield home Monday as the area slowly repopulates. The Delano family bought the house new nearly 30 years ago.

Battle not over,
but fire crews
gaining control
TRACKING
FIRES’ TOLL
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Thousands of weary Sonoma County
residents made their way home Monday
as control grew over the state’s most
destructive and deadly wildfires, which
continue to burn a week later in the rugged hills east of Santa Rosa and high
above Geyserville.
Mandatory evacuation orders were
lifted for Annadel Heights in Santa Rosa,
as well as parts of Bennett Valley, the
communities of Boyes Hot Springs and
Kenwood and parts of Sonoma, allowing
people who had been kept out for days to
stream back into their unburned neighborhoods.
Where blocks have been leveled, fire or
safety issues remain and thousands more
residents are being kept out — closures
that authorities said could last for many
days if not weeks.
At the same time, an ongoing battle in
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park overlooking
the scenic Valley of the Moon prevented residents of the Oakmont retirement
community and parts of Rincon Valley
from returning home. Many expressed
frustration at not knowing the fate of
their homes and being unable to return
as the disaster continued into a second
week.
“I just want to make sure my house
is safe,” said Will Chubb, 73, who was
turned away in four attempts to get to his

Evacuation
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California Army National Guard Spc. David Jackson, of the 49th MP Brigade, talks to a driver at a
road block along Hopper Avenue at Skyview Drive in Santa Rosa on Monday.
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The wooden fence behind Dale Mahoney’s
Larkfield home, the playground for the children in his wife’s home daycare center and
the large back-yard trees that border Mark
West Creek are all burned, but Mahoney is
at last back home.
He was forced out nine days ago by a
firestorm that swept down the creek canyon
from Calistoga, displacing tens of thousands
of Sonoma County residents — their homes
either lost or evacuated.
Windsor firefighters saved his home of

16 years from flames that came within about
10 feet of the structure, he said, and razed an
entire neighborhood to the south of him just
two doors away.
Mahoney’s stretch of Londonderry Drive,
part of the otherwise decimated Mark West
Estates subdivision, is still without power,
though gas service was restored Monday
evening.
But Mahoney, 54, is glad to be among
the hundreds of people trickling back into
neighborhoods around the burn zone in recent days, as law enforcement authorities
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