
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

DRAGONS 
RESTORED »  
Santa Rosa Creek 
mural of the Asian 
mythological 
creatures is back.   
A3

JUST A  
GAME AWAY »  
The Indians on 
cusp of sweeping 
Blue Jays and 
claiming World 
Series spot.   B1

SANTA ROSA
High 73, Low 42
THE WEATHER, B10

Business A8
Cohn B1
Comics B8

Crossword B
Editorial A9
Legals B5

Lotto A2
Movies B6
Obituaries A7

Smith A3
State news A4
TV B9

VOTING WITH POCKETBOOKS: Political blow-
back from Donald Trump’s campaign is affect 
ing his business brands / A8

©2016 
The Press 
Democrat

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Licensed vocational nurse Karina Cortes, left, gives a flu shot to Suzanne Wehausen of Sebastopol on Tuesday at Kaiser Permanente in 
Santa Rosa.

It’s time to vaccinate

With flu season expected to ramp 
up this month, local public health 
officials are urging Sonoma County 
residents 6 months and older to get 
a flu shot to curb the spread of  the 
virus.

There’s still very little local trans-
mission of  the influenza virus, but 
infectious disease experts say this 
year’s dominant strain could be In-
fluenza A’s H3 subtype, a particularly 
virulent virus. Early cases of  H3 flu 
virus have been detected in various 
parts of  the country, said Dr. Gary 
Green, head of  infectious disease at 
Kaiser Santa Rosa Medical Center.

“H3 can be tough, more severe,” 
Green said. “If  we’re seeing a little 
bit of  early H3 influenza A then vac-
cination is very important.”

Green said people who contract 
the H3 subtype are going to become 
more severely ill, get higher fevers, a 
longer period of  illness and in some 
cases, more severe pneumonia fol-
lowing the flu.

“It can be dangerous to the very 
young and very old,” Green said, 
adding that Kaiser this year is offer-
ing an amped up dose of  vaccine for 
frail elderly patients.

Flu clinics across the county have 
opened in recent weeks, spearheaded 
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FLU SHOTS AVAILABLE
Kaiser will be offering flu clinics at its medical 
campuses through Oct. 28 and from Oct. 31 to Dec. 
9, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. in:

 ■ Santa Rosa, (401 Bicentennial Way, MOB 2 and 
3925 Old Redwood Highway, MOB 4) and

 ■ Rohnert Park (5900 State Farm Drive) 
For non-Kaiser members, a community flu clinic 
will be held Sunday, Oct. 23, from 1 to 5 p.m. at 
the Health and Wellness Fair in the Mary Agatha 
Furth Center, 8400 Old Redwood Highway, Wind-
sor. For more information: 707-849-8889.
For more general information about the flu visit 
http://www.sonoma-county.org/health/topics/
communityclinics.asp.

FLU SHOT SEASON » EXPERTS PREDICT NASTIER VIRUS THIS YEAR

“H3 can be tough, more severe. If we’re seeing a little bit of early H3 
influenza A then vaccination is very important.”
DR. GARY GREEN, head of infectious disease at Kaiser Santa Rosa Medical Center

Iraq battle to test Obama strategy

WASHINGTON — As Iraqi 
forces launch their long-awaited 
campaign to retake the city of  
Mosul from the Islamic State, 
President Barack Obama’s doc-
trine of  aiding other countries 
militarily rather than leading 

every fight is facing its greatest 
test yet.

How well the Mosul campaign 
goes — not just the fighting over 
the coming days and weeks but 
the rebuilding of  the city in the 
months after that — will help 
define Obama’s legacy as a war-
time leader who sought to take 
the United States off the front 
lines of  the counterterrorism 
war.

On Monday, in keeping with 
the president’s insistence that 
the Iraqis take the lead, the 

White House said Prime Minis-
ter Haider al-Abadi was “calling 
the shots.” But the reality is that 
half  of  the 5,000 U.S. troops now 
in Iraq are likely to be involved 
in the operation, which could 
eventually require 30,000 Iraqi 
and Kurdish troops.

About 200 to 300 of  the Amer-
icans are Special Operations 
commandos advising Iraqi and 
Kurdish troops — a mission that 
will put them a few miles behind 

RETAKING MOSUL » 
Some 2,500 American 
troops in support roles
By MARK LANDLER  
AND ERIC SCHMITT
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Kurdish 
peshmerga 
troops fire at 
Islamic State 
positions as 
they move 
toward the 
Iraqi town of 
Badana Pichwk 
on Monday, 
the start of a 
long-awaited 
campaign to 
reclaim Mosul.

‘Attempted assassination’ of police fails

A man wearing body armor 
pointed an assault rifle at two 
police officers in a Vallejo Star-
bucks, only to have the weapon 
malfunction before he fled and 

was shot by the officers nearby, 
police said Monday.

Vallejo Police Chief  Andrew 
Bidou called it an “attempted 
assassination” of  the two offi-
cers, who were on break when 
the confrontation occurred.

The officers were caught off-
guard and “were ambushed by 
somebody who has superior 
firepower,” the chief  said.

It marked the latest attack 
on police across the country, 
including two incidents in Cal-

ifornia in recent weeks that left 
a total of  three law enforcement 
officers dead.

Police in Vallejo said Adam 
Powell, 41, had passed by the 
Starbucks six minutes earlier, 
apparently planning the attack.

Video from a nearby security 
camera showed a man walking 
up to the coffee shop and then 
sprinting away seconds later, 
with at least one officer chasing 
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Vallejo Police officers work at the scene of a shooting 
on Sunday.  Andrew Powell is suspected of targeted 
two officers who were taking a break.

By ELLEN KNICKMEYER
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VALLEJO » Attacker shot 
and subdued after his 
assault rifle jams

UNEXPECTED 
APOLOGY
The president of 
one of the largest 
police organiza-
tions apologized 
to black and 
Hispanic com-
munities for past 
mistreatment  by 
officers / A2

Police: 
Shooting 
appears 
targeted

The attack by unknown assailants 
who killed a Sebastopol man and crit-
ically wounded two friends at a rural 
Hessel area home appeared to be tar-
geted, Sonoma County sheriff’s offi-
cials said Monday.

Investigators would not elaborate on 
a motive for the triple shooting.  It re-
mained unclear whether the violence 
was related to a marijuana garden dep-
uties later eradicated at the property.

“It was not a random act of  mur-
der,” sheriff’s spokesman Sgt. Spencer 
Crum said.

Nathan Proto, 36, was killed Satur-
day night at the Highway 116 South 
house near Woodworth Road. Two 
friends, a man and woman whose 
names have been withheld by investi-
gators, were also shot and in critical 
condition Monday night, officials said.

Detectives made no arrests in the 
case two days after the gunfire broke 
out at the Highway 116 South house 
near Woodworth Road.

Detectives from all bureaus of  the 
Sheriff’s Office had been pulled into 
the investigation, a whodunit with two 
victims under treatment for traumatic 
injuries and no accurate description 
of  suspects or getaway vehicles, Crum 
said. Investigators have released few 
details in the case because “we don’t 
have any suspects identified,” Crum 
sad.

“The detectives have been working 
nearly around the clock since the in-
cident occurred to develop all possible 
leads and comb through all possible 
evidence.”

Proto previously taught kindergar-
ten, according to a 2007 article in the 
Lodi News-Sentinel.

Proto’s mother, Sheila Abdallah of  
Stockton, reached by phone Monday, 
said her family was too overcome with 
grief  to speak with a reporter.

SEBASTOPOL » No arrests 
have been made in Saturday 
slaying of Nathan Proto
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