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Firefighters of Strike Team 4235A from the Lake Tahoe basin keep lookout and take a much-needed break Monday while firefighting helicopters make water drops on the Nuns fire near 
homes around Hood Mountain Regional Park in Santa Rosa. Fires across Napa and Sonoma counties have burned nearly 103,000 acres.

Crews closing in 
on containment

ONLINE: STAY UP TO DATE ON FIREFIGHTING EFFORTS AND EVACUATIONS AND SEE MORE PHOTOS AND VIDEO AT PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

Confidence 
increasing 
daily for 
firefighters

Firefighters tightened their grip Tues-
day around a series of  deadly blazes still 
burning across the North Bay as more 
people forced to evacuate were allowed 
back to their homes and the regional fo-
cus shifted to recovery.

Nine days after firestorms ambushed 
sleeping residents, driving tens of  thou-
sands from their homes across the re-
gion, 36,000 of  those displaced by fires 
in Sonoma County have been allowed to 
return to their neighborhoods, including 
those in Oakmont and Larkfield-Wikiup, 
the Sonoma Valley and outlying areas of  
Geyserville.

It was a measure of  the success of  fire-
fighting efforts across Napa and Sonoma 
counties, where separate infernos since 
Oct. 8 have charred almost 103,000 acres. 

The deadliest blaze, the Tubbs fire, 
which killed at least 22 people as it spread 
from Calistoga to Santa Rosa, had black-
ened 36,432 acres and was 87 percent con-
tained, while the Nuns fire straddling 
Sonoma and Napa counties had burned 
52,894 and was 78 percent contained.

Cal Fire Incident Commander Bret 
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Massive fire 
cleanup is 
planned 

Federal and state agencies are 
already planning post-fire clean-
up in seven Northern California 
counties, including Sonoma, 
outlining long-term efforts like-
ly to cost hundreds of  millions 
of  dollars but performed at no 
expense to residential property 
owners, officials said Tuesday.

In Sonoma and Napa 
counties, where more than  
100,000 acres have burned, the 
chore looms so large the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agen-
cy will manage the first phase, 
which involves removal of  tox-
ic materials from thousands of  
fire-scorched properties. 

That includes batteries, paint, 
solvents, flammable liquids, 
electronic waste and any mate-
rials that contain asbestos.

“We know people are already 
back at their homes, wondering 
what to do next,” said Lance 
Klug, a spokesman for Califor-
nia Department of  Resources 
Recycling and Recovery, known 
as CalRecycle. The agency will 
handle the second phase, in-
volving the removal of  non-tox-
ic waste — scraping away ash, 
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SONOMA, NAPA COUNTIES
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Signs thanking first responders have appeared all over Sonoma County, especially 
at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds in Santa Rosa.

Grateful county residents 
thank first responders

Oregon firefighters labored Tues-
day over smoldering tree roots along 
a steep, blackened stretch of  coun-
tryside northeast of  Santa Rosa, part 
of  a second wave of  firefighting mus-
cle from 14 states and soon, Austra-
lia, on Sonoma County’s deadly fires.

The influx from western states 
and beyond has swelled firefighting 
ranks to 5,312 strong from 351 agen-
cies. The far-flung aid highlights the 
national significance of  these blaz-
es, which have wrought cataclysmic 
destruction, killed 41 people across 
Northern California and left tens of  
thousands homeless.

“This is fairly unprecedented for 

any disaster in California to have all 
these resources from other parts of  
the country,” said Cal Fire spokes-
man Jonathan Cox. “We’re a big re-
source-rich state. This is a big deal.”

Santa Rosa Fire Chief  Tony Goss-
ner said he was grateful for the 
state’s strong mutual aid system 
in firefighting, with a network that 
reaches across the globe.

 “It means a lot to have that kind of  
support,” Gossner said. 

The gratitude continues from 
many directions. 

Around town, firefighters can’t 
stop for a quick cup of  coffee, bot-
tle of  water or a sandwich without 
a crush of  handshakes, hugs and 
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