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LEADERSHIP TRANSITION: 
CEO of Constellation 
Brands, the third-largest 
U.S. wine company, plans  
to step down / B8

INSIDE

Jamal Khashoggi

Turkey: 
Killing 
heard  
in detail

ISTANBUL — Saudi agents 
were waiting when Jamal 
Khashoggi walked into their 
country’s consulate in Istanbul 
two weeks ago. Khashoggi was 
dead within minutes, beheaded, 
dismembered, his fingers sev-
ered, and with-
in two hours 
the killers were 
gone, according 
to details from 
audio record-
ings described 
by a senior 
Turkish official 
on Wednesday.

The government of  Turkey let 
out these and other leaks about 
the recordings on Wednesday, as 
Secretary of  State Mike Pompeo 
visited Ankara, in an escala-
tion of  pressure on both Saudi 
Arabia and the United States 
for answers about Khashoggi, a 

Government official says 
audio reveals gruesome 
death at Saudi consulate

By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK 
AND CARLOTTA GALL
NEW YORK TIMES
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Timing of $100M 
payment raises 
questions / A6
Pompeo takes 
friendly tone in 
Saudi Arabia / B1

Senate debate shows candidates’ styles

SAN FRANCISCO — Califor-
nia Sen. Kevin de Leon tied U.S. 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein to Wash-
ington dysfunction during a 
Wednesday event and pledged to 
“fight like hell” for immigrants 
and other Californians if  elected 
to replace her, while Feinstein 
crafted herself  as a problem 
solver and argued resistance is 
futile with Republicans domi-
nating Washington.

“It’s like hitting your head 
against a concrete wall — you 
can march, you can filibuster, 
you can talk all night, it doesn’t 
change anything,” she said. 
“What changes things are elec-
tions.”

The exchange represented 
the stylistic differences between 
the two Democrats. De Leon 
says Feinstein is too passive in 
today’s political climate, while 
Feinstein argues her experience 
and steady hand is a boon to Cal-
ifornia.

But de Leon failed to land a 
winning moment during the 
hourlong discussion full of  

By KATHLEEN RONAYNE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein and her challenger, state Sen. Kevin de Leon of Los 
Angeles, left, debate Wednesday in San Francisco. Both are Democrats.

VOTE 2018 » Feinstein 
touts experience while 
de Leon promises to fight

County staff: Children are at risk

Sonoma County’s Child Pro-
tection Services agency is grap-
pling with a severe staff short-
age that has social workers 
claiming children’s lives could 
be in danger.

They have been going before 
the county supervisors in re-
cent weeks to call out the agen-
cy’s unsafe practices and raise 
public awareness of  the prob-
lems resulting from not having 
enough people to handle the 
workload. 

“This has resulted in us leav-
ing children in unsafe situa-
tions, including with parents 
who have molested them, who 
have driven them while under 
the influence of  controlled sub-

stances and failing to carry out 
critical lifesaving health care 
for their children,” Angie Tate, 
a social worker supervisor with 
the county’s family youth and 
children’s division, told supervi-
sors Tuesday.

Tate said social workers can 
no longer ensure the safety 
of  children because there are  
20 percent fewer of  them than 
needed. She said many cases are 
being left incomplete so they can 
respond to emergency cases.

“Because of  the understaff-
ing, we’re not able to do inves-
tigations as thoroughly as we 
once did,” Tate said.

Another social worker, Steph-
anie Tower, tearfully described 
to county supervisors how one 
of  her clients, a 16-year-old girl, 
recently died of  a drug overdose.

County officials acknowledge 
the shortage of  social workers, 
going so far as to call it a “crisis.” 
But officials said they’ve taken 
steps, such as staff reassign-

ments, to ensure the most at-risk 
children are not being left in dan-
gerous home situations.

“I have reassigned a number 
of  workers — I think nine work-
ers to priority programs — to 
make sure that we are doing our 
best to respond to all situations 
in a timely manner,” said Nick 
Honey, director of  the agency’s 
family, youth and children’s di-
vision. 

Child Protection Services 
workers say employee 
shortage a safety issue
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Roman Hubalek is worried that the butane used in the extraction process at a cannabis manufacturing facility slated to operate next door will  
pose a risk to him and his Harvest Park neighbors. He also expressed concern about the potential for increased criminal activity.

Pot facility approved
SANTA ROSA » Neighbors protest city’s first marijuana extraction  
plant, citing safety concerns and lack of residential setbacks

Santa Rosa has approved the city’s first 
cannabis extraction plant proposed 
next to a neighborhood, a step that 

came over the protests of  nearby home-
owners who highlighted the absence of  
any meaningful residential setback re-
quirements for pot operations in the city’s 

commercial marijuana regulations. 
The vocal opposition generated against 

the project by residents in the Harvest Park 
neighborhood of  southeast Santa Rosa 
likely foreshadows future disputes as the 
cannabis industry expands in the city.   

Under the 5-1 vote by the City Coun-
cil on Tuesday, NT Ventures, a Hillsbor-
ough-based company, now has permission 
to proceed with developing a manufactur-

ing facility for medicinal and recreational 
cannabis products at 444 Yolanda Ave. The 
roughly 3,900-square-foot facility sits on a 
2.1-acre site zoned for industrial use and 
surrounded on three sides by similar par-
cels. It would be used for cannabis oil ex-
traction, according to staff reports. 

Residents in Harvest Park, which borders 

By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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