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US BLOCKS FUNDS FOR 
MEXICO: Millions in aid 
for drug-torn nation cut 
off over its failure to reach 
human rights goals / A3

49ers hang on to beat Ravens 25-20, snap 4-game losing streak Sports

SONOMA MULLS 
SMOKING LIMITS
Council to consider banning 
cigarettes in multi-unit housing, 
outdoor spaces Empire

REVERSAL 
OF FORTUNE

WASHINGTON — Partisan tensions between 
the leaders of  the House committee investigat-
ing the 2012 attacks in Benghazi, Libya, erupted 
Sunday, just four days before Hillary Rodham 
Clinton is scheduled to testify at a public hear-
ing of  the panel.

As the committee’s chairman, Rep. Trey 

Gowdy, R-S.C., prepared to go on TV to provide 
his latest defense of  the investigation, the com-
mittee’s top Democrat, Rep. Elijah E. Cummings 
of  Maryland, released information undercutting 
one of  Gowdy’s recent allegations about Clin-
ton’s use of  her private email when she was sec-
retary of  state.

Gowdy had claimed this month that messages 
sent and received by Clinton included the name 
of  a CIA source in Libya. That information was 
“some of  the most protected information in our 
intelligence community,” Gowdy said. The fact 
that Clinton sent and received these materials, 
he said, debunked her “claim that she never 
sent any classified information from her private 

Benghazi panel leaders resort to sniping

TURN TO BENGHAZI, PAGE A7

By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
NEW YORK TIMES

Committee’s Republican chairman, 
top Democrat trade accusations 
about probe spotlighting Clinton

Brown’s 
climate, 
fire link 
doubted

The ash of  the Rocky fire 
was still hot when Gov. Jerry 
Brown strode to a bank of  tele-
vision cameras beside a black-
ened ridge and, flanked by fire-
fighters, delivered a battle cry 
against climate change.

The wilderness fire was “a 
real wake-up call” to reduce 
the carbon pollution “that is 
in many respects driving all of  
this,” he said.

“The fires are changing. … 
The way this fire performed, 
it’s not the way it usually has 
been. Going in lots of  directions, 
moving fast, even without hot 
winds.”

“It’s a new normal,” he said in 
August. “California is burning.”

Brown had political reasons 
for his declaration.

He had just challenged Repub-
lican presidential candidates 
to state their agendas on global 
warming. He was embroiled in a 
fight with the oil industry over 
legislation to slash gasoline use 
in California. And he is seeking 
to make a mark on international 
negotiations on climate change 
that culminate in Paris in De-
cember.

But scientists who study cli-
mate change and fire behavior 
say their work does not show a 
link between this year’s wild-
fires and global warming, or 
support Brown’s assertion that 
fires are now unpredictable and 
unprecedented. There is not 
enough evidence, they say.

University of  Colorado cli-
mate change specialist Roger 
Pielke said Brown is engaging 
in “noble-cause corruption.”

Pielke said it is easier to make 
a political case for change using 
immediate and local threats, 
rather than those on a global 

TURN TO BROWN, PAGE A7

Governor’s ‘new normal’ 
warning not supported 
by data, scientists argue

By PAIGE ST. JOHN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Rep. Trey 
Gowdy, R-S.C., 
left, chairman 
of the House 
Select 
Committee 
on Benghazi, 
and Rep. Elijah 
Cummings, 
D-Md., during 
the panel’s 
first  hearing 
in  September.
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RETURN TO ROOTS: Randy Marrufo, transportation planner for the Kashia Band of Pomo Indians, stands on a stretch of coastline at the northern edge of Salt 
Point State Park that is being acquired by a group of private and public agencies and will be transferred to the Kashia, restoring the tribe’s ancestral lands.

‘Righting a wrong’

Sonoma County supervisors have signed 
off on the final piece of  a complex deal 
that will transfer nearly 700 acres of  the 

Kashia Band of  Pomo Indians’ ancestral lands 
near Stewarts Point back to the tribe in ex-
change for permission to build a public bluff-
top trail along more than a mile of  sweeping 
coastline.

The $6 million deal, put together by the 
Trust for Public Lands in partnership with 
more than a half-dozen private and public 
agencies, was dependent on the willingness of  
the sellers — three descendants of  the area’s 
Richardson family — to accept a discounted 

price nearly $1 million below the appraised 
value, partners in the transaction said.

The agreement is being hailed as a proud, 
healing occasion — one that restores coastal 
access to the Kashia people while providing 
for environmental conservation and public 
use.

“It’s a momentous occasion all around,” 
Sonoma County Supervisor Efren Carrillo 
said.

As part of  the agreement, the tribe will com-
mit to steward and protect the property, which 
includes more than 350 acres of  redwood 
forest.

Coming approximately 150 years after the 
Kashia were forced to retreat inland  — ulti-

$6 million agreement will restore Kashia tribe’s ancestral lands 
near Salt Point State Park, conserving 700-acre property and ensuring public use
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Varying shades of recovery at SC church

CHARLESTON, S.C. — The Rev. 
Dr. Norvel Goff Sr. was standing on a 
Wednesday evening in the room where 
the massacre occurred at Emanuel Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church, ready-
ing himself  to lead Bible study.

A police officer was at the door. But for 
those who arrived, even the strangers, 
there were no pat-downs, no metal detec-

tors. They were all as welcome as Dylann 
Roof  had been when he arrived on a 
Wednesday night in June, concealing his 
pistol and his intentions.

If  the visitors had come looking for a 
grand statement on racial reconciliation, 
the open door was it. At Bible study, sur-
rounded by walls bearing scars of  the 
mayhem, Goff expounded on the more 
routine topics of  salvation and sin.

“All have sinned, am I right about it?” 
he said, pacing the floor. “Is there a dis-
tinction between a big sin and a little sin 
in the Bible?”

Four months after one of  the worst 
racially motivated massacres in recent 
U.S. history, the members of  this historic 

STEPHEN B. MORTON / New York Times 

The Rev. Norvel Goff Sr., the interim pastor of 
Emanuel AME, hugs a visitor from Ohio earlier this 
month at the church in Charleston, S.C. TURN TO CHURCH, PAGE A6

Open doors and lingering pain 
4 months after racially motivated 

mass shooting in Charleston 

By RICHARD FAUSSET
NEW YORK TIMES


