
MAN DIES IN 
RUSSIAN RIVER
Geyserville resident who 
had been fishing found 
dead by relative Empire
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BREAKING OUT 
OF THE PACK

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

Max Ming, Forestville and Russian River fire chief, shown Monday, has thrown his support behind 
a proposal leaving agencies the same but with a significantly larger investment from the county. 

Rethinking servicesState 
Dept.’s 

networks 
at risk

WASHINGTON — Hillary 
Rodham Clinton has come un-
der fierce criticism for doing 
business over personal email 
while secretary of  state, put-
ting sensitive data at risk of  
being hacked. But her commu-
nications may not have been 
any more secure had she used 
a State Department email ad-
dress, judging by years of  inde-
pendent audits that excoriated 
the department over poor cyber-
security on Clinton’s watch.

The State Department’s un-
classified email system was 
breached by hackers linked to 
Russia last year who stole an 
unspecified number of  emails. 
The hackers hit a department 
that was among the worst 
agencies in the federal govern-
ment at protecting its comput-
er networks while Clinton was 
secretary from 2009 to 2013, a 
situation that continued to de-
teriorate as John Kerry took 
office, according to independent 
audits and interviews.

The State Department’s com-
pliance with federal cybersecu-
rity standards was below aver-
age when Clinton took over but 
grew worse in each year of  her 
tenure, according to an annu-
al report card compiled by the 
White House based on audits 
by agency watchdogs. Network 
security continued to slip after 
Kerry replaced Clinton in Feb-
ruary 2013, and remains sub-
standard, according to the State 
Department inspector general.

In each year from 2011 to 2014, 

Fourteen months after 
Sonoma County officials 
embarked on an ambitious 

study to reshape the future 
of  the county’s complex fire 
services network, an advisory 
group of  fire agency leaders is 
poised to pick a plan that will be 
short on details but likely will 
call for millions of  dollars in 
additional funding.

The process is aimed a mod-
ernizing and streamlining what 
many fire officials say is an 
antiquated network, relying on 
roughly three dozen agencies to 
serve areas outside city limits 
in the county.

While the level of  service 
in those areas, including fire 
protection and emergency 
response, may not change much 
as a result of  the discussion, 
decisions set in motion over the 
next month could greatly alter 
the shape of  the network and 
the ultimate cost to taxpayers. 

“We have way too many fire 
agencies in Sonoma County,” 
Sonoma Valley Fire Chief  Mark 
Freeman said, echoing an opin-
ion shared by many of  his local 
firefighting peers. He is among 
a group of  department leaders 
calling for agencies in the same 
area to consider joining forces 
or sharing management — a 
step already taken in Sonoma 
Valley through the consolida-
tion of  the Valley of  the Moon 
and city of  Sonoma fire depart-
ments.

That option — a regional 
network made up of  a smaller 
number of  agencies covering a 
larger swath of  territory — is 
one of  three proposals facing 
the group of  70 fire service lead-
ers, who are set to decide next 
week on their recommendation 
to the Board of  Supervisors. 

The other two choices include 
forming one large countywide 
agency, most likely to cover 
the unincorporated area — a 
variation on what occurs in 
Marin County — or leaving the 
status quo in place, with some 
improvements including addi-

SSU faculty votes on whether to strike

Faculty members at Sonoma 
State University and other Cal-
ifornia State University cam-
puses began voting Monday 
on whether to authorize their 
union to call a strike if  there is 
no breakthrough in stalled sala-
ry negotiations with university 
administrators.

The California Faculty As-
sociation is seeking a 5 percent 

salary increase for all its mem-
bers, along with a 2.7 percent 
pay bump based on years of  
service. The university is offer-
ing raises of  2 percent, the same 
increase all other employees at 
the 23-campus CSU system re-
ceived.

“After a decade of  stagnation 
and years of  furloughs, we need 
more,” said Elaine Newman, a 
professor of  math and statis-
tics at SSU and president of  the 
union’s Sonoma chapter.

Negotiations between the 
CFA and the university are at 
an impasse, according to Toni 
Molle, director of  public affairs 
for the Office of  the Chancellor. 
The university system wants 
to increase employees’ sala-
ries, Molle said, but there are 
also priorities like enrollment 
growth, facility improvements 
and repairs and technology up-
grades. The raises sought by the 
union would cost $69 million 
more than has been budgeted, 

she said. 
“There’s only so much of  the 

pie that can go to compensa-
tion,” Molle said.

The strike authorization vote, 
which started Monday at the 23 
Cal State campuses, is sched-
uled to run through Oct. 28. No 
specific dates have been set for 
the threatened strike, and the 
earliest one would be held is the 
spring semester that starts in 
January, said Jennifer Eagan, 

Hillary Rodham Clinton

Fire leaders set to pick proposal to recommend to county 
that could streamline agencies, call for millions more in funding
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Audits: Cybersecurity 
substandard under Clinton, 
hasn’t improved under Kerry
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Sonoma County prosecutors 
said Monday they will not seek the 
death penalty against a Colorado 
man awaiting trial in the 2013 exe-
cution-style slayings of  three men 
during a marijuana deal.

Mark William Cappello, 48, of  
Central City, Colo., now faces a max-
imum punishment of  life without pa-
role if  he is convicted of  three counts 
of  murder at a trial scheduled for 
Jan. 4.

District Attorney Jill Ravitch said 
in a letter to Cappello’s lawyer, Joe 
Stogner, that she changed her mind 
as her understanding of  the case 
evolved over the past 32 months.

She cited two closed-door meetings 
with Stogner, in which he argued 
death is not appropriate, a change in 
the prosecutor handling the case and 

cooperation agreements with the 
two co-defendants, Francis Dwyer, 
67 of  New Mexico, and his son, Odin 
Dwyer, 40, of  Colorado. 

Ravitch said she has spoken with 
the families of  the victims and “for 
some of  them, their sentiments are 
reflected in this decision.”

“I am now prepared to advise you 
that I have changed my position, 
and in the interest of  justice, we will 
no longer seek the death penalty in 
this matter,” Ravitch said in a letter 
dated Oct. 15. “We will, however, ag-
gressively seek a conviction that will 

result in three consecutive sentences 
of  life without parole.” 

Cappello showed no emotion as 
the decision was announced in court 
by Chief  Deputy District Attorney 
Spencer Brady. Both sides are due 
back in court Oct. 30.

Cappello’s lawyer applauded the 
change, saying it was right consid-
ering so much weight is being placed 
on statements from the two accom-
plices.

“This jury is going to have doubt 
about whether Mr. Cappello really 

DA: No death penalty in triple slaying
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Colorado man faces life 
in prison in killing of 3 men 

in Forestville pot deal

Mark William 
Cappello
Colorado man 
due back in court 
Oct. 30


