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State conducts Wells Fargo investigation

SACRAMENTO — California’s attor-
ney general is conducting a criminal 
investigation into whether employees at 
San Francisco-based Wells Fargo bank 
stole customers’ identities in the sales 
practices scandal that rocked the bank 
and cost its CEO his job, documents re-
leased Wednesday show.

A search warrant and supporting affi-

davit released by the state Department of  
Justice show that agents sought evidence 
related to allegations that bank employ-
ees created up to 2 million bank and cred-
it card accounts without customers’ ap-
proval in order to meet sales goals.

The warrant, first reported by the 
Los Angeles Times, was served Oct. 5. 
Copies obtained by the Associated Press 
under a public records request show 
Attorney General Kamala Harris’ of-
fice sought the names of  customers who 
had accounts opened without their per-
mission, the names of  employees who 
opened the accounts and their managers, 
and fees associated with the improperly  
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California Attorney General Kamala Harris announced 
Wednesday she has launched a criminal investigation 
into the sales practices of Wells Fargo.

By DON THOMPSON
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CRIMINAL PROBE » Attorney 
general to determine if  
employees stole customers’ IDs
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Council 
to look 
at rent 
control

The Sebastopol City Council 
has voted to move forward with a 
look at measures to protect rent-
ers, including potential limits 
on rent increases and evictions, 
a move that is likely to be divi-
sive in the community and could 
prove influential in next month’s 
election, with four candidates 
vying for two seats. 

The decision Tuesday included 
a 3-2 vote in favor of  considering 
an emergency freeze on residen-
tial rents to guard against sud-
den, reactive rate hikes while the 
debate is underway. That split 
decision alone reflected the deep 
public division over rent control 
inside and outside City Hall and 
uncertainty on the council about 
how to proceed in addressing a 
regionwide housing crisis.       

Council members were unan-
imous nonetheless in saying it 
was time to learn about options 
to help ensure the elderly and 
other economically vulnerable 
members of  their community 
weren’t driven out by skyrocket-
ing housing prices.

“I think it’s just as likely that 
it’s a bad answer as that it‘s a 
good answer,” Councilman John 
Eder said after hearing from 20 
residents, evenly split for and 
against the potential provisions. 
“I think we should at least have 
the opportunity to take a look at 
it.”

Sebastopol would be the sec-
ond city in Sonoma County to 
pursue limits on rent increases 
and evictions should it decide to 

SEBASTOPOL » Close to 
Election Day, members 
mull tenant protections

By MARY CALLAHAN
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Impacts of 
SMART delay 
still unclear

Top officials at the Sonoma 
Marin Area Rail Transit Dis-
trict on Wednesday weighed 
in for the first time on the 
ramifications of  a monthslong 
service delay announced last 
week, including whether re-
pairs on 14 faulty train engines 
ultimately will work.

“What kind of  assurances do 
we have on the fix?” Sonoma 
County supervisor and SMART 
Director David Rabbitt asked 
Husani Longstreet, the agen-
cy’s superintendent of  vehicle 
maintenance, during Wednes-
day’s board of  directors meet-
ing in Petaluma.

“At this time, to be honest, 
we don’t know,” Longstreet re-
plied. “They say it’s a good fix.”

In addition to the faulty en-
gines, SMART still must get 
warning signals at crossings to 
work properly, a problem offi-

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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RAIL AGENCY » Officials 
unsure how late start for  
repairs will sway revenue

Last clash historic
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Donald Trump, left, and Hillary Clinton at the final presidential debate Wednesday at the University of Nevada in Las Vegas.

LAS VEGAS — Threatening to upend a 
fundamental pillar of  American democra-
cy, Donald Trump refused to say Wednes-
day night that he will accept the results 
of  next month’s election if  he loses to 
Hillary Clinton. The Democratic nominee 
declared Trump’s resistance “horrifying.”

Trump had spent the days leading up 
to the third and final presidential debate 
warning voters that the election would be 
“rigged.” Asked whether he would accept 
the outcome if  Clinton emerges victori-
ous, he said, “I will tell you at the time. I’ll 
keep you in suspense.”

Trump’s assertions raise the prospect 
that millions of  his supporters may not 
accept the results on Nov. 8 if  he loses, 
thrusting the nation into uncharted ter-
ritory. Free and fair elections, with the 
vanquished peacefully stepping aside for 
the victor, have been the underpinning of  
America’s democratic tradition since the 
country’s founding 240 years ago.

The Republican National Committee 

immediately disavowed Trump’s state-
ment. There is no evidence of  widespread 
voter fraud, and election officials across 
the country have denied and denounced 
Trump’s charges.

Wednesday’s contest quickly shifted 
from a calm, policy-focused face-off into a 
bitter and deeply personal confrontation. 
Trump called Clinton a “nasty woman,” 
while the Democrat panned him as “unfit” 
to be commander in chief.

Clinton, who began the debate with 
a lead in nearly all battleground states, 
forcefully accused Trump of  favoring Rus-
sia’s leader over American military and 
intelligence experts after the Republican 
nominee pointedly refused to accept the 
U.S. government’s assertion that Moscow 
has sought to meddle in the U.S. election.

She charged that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin was backing Trump be-
cause “he’d rather have a puppet as presi-
dent of  the United States.”

Trump denied any relationship with 
Putin and said he would condemn any for-
eign interference in the election. But he 
notably declined to back the intelligence 
community’s assessment that Russia was 
involved in the hacking of  Democratic 
organizations. The Clinton campaign has 
said the FBI also is investigating Russia’s 
involvement in the hacking of  a top advis-
er’s emails.

The 90-minute contest in Las Vegas 
came just under three weeks before Elec-
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A presidential debate watch party reacts 
Wednesday at the Royale, a bar in St. Louis.

CAMPAIGN 2016 » CLINTON-TRUMP DEBATE

GOP contender won’t commit  
to accepting election results; 
Dem rival slams him as ‘unfit’
By JULIE PACE AND LISA LERER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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 ■ Find out how accurate the candidates’ debate 
claims were / B1

 ■ Conservative activist James O’Keefe releases a 
selectively edited video of a Democratic activist 
bragging about disrupting Trump rallies / B2


