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stay safe if Big One strikes.  A3
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Shining light on overlooked news

The media landscape has 
changed dramatically since the 
late Carl Jensen founded Proj-
ect Censored at Sonoma State 
University 40 years ago — a fact 
not lost on the group’s current 

leaders, who are hosting a na-
tional summit on campus this 
weekend.

The rise of  the internet, along 
with the decline of  print adver-
tising revenue and circulation 
numbers, has forever altered the 
face of  what the group calls the 
“corporate media.” But all of  
that change has not stopped Proj-
ect Censored from continually 
trying to shine a light on stories 
ignored or insufficiently covered 
by establishment news sources. 

To that end, the group produc-
es an annual list of  the top 25 
most censored and under-report-
ed news stories. Students and 
faculty have created a similar 
list since Project Censored was 
founded in 1976, and in recent 
years, the group has expanded 
its work beyond Sonoma State 
to encompass other colleges and 
universities across the country. 

The group’s work has also 
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Project Cen-
sored director 
Mickey Huff, 
left, and former 
director Peter 
Phillips chat 
Thursday at 
Sonoma State 
University in 
Rohnert Park. 
The Media 
Freedom 
Summit will 
take place at 
the university 
starting today.   
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PROJECT CENSORED »  
Group shifts with times 
to keep people informed
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Employee Tyler Donohue operates a front-loader to move compost Wednesday at Grab N’ Grow Soil Products in Santa Rosa.

County weighs how to 
bring back composting

With only one local processor, food scraps trucked away costs extra $2M

Black soldier flies eat decomposing food 
scraps, turning it into natural fertilizer. 
Anaerobic digestion converts yard de-

bris into organic compost in an oxygen-starved 
environment while making natural gas out of  the 
methane produced. Compost facilities incorpo-
rate worm farms to break down food and yard 
waste into high-quality compost for backyard 
gardeners and large-scale farmers.

Sonoma County waste officials are consider-
ing such technologies as part of  a plan to bring 
locally produced compost back to the county, 
roughly a year after a high-profile Clean Water 
Act lawsuit forced the shutdown of  Sonoma 
Compost Co., a private operation at the Central 
Landfill west of  Cotati that since 1993 served as 
the largest local producer of  compost.

Between now and Nov. 14, the Sonoma Coun-
ty Waste Management Agency is seeking input 
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DIGGING UP INPUT
Until Nov. 14, the Sonoma Coun-
ty Waste Management Agency 
is seeking input and assessing 
interest from businesses with 
composting experience, as well 
as entrepreneurs interested in 
launching new local compost-
ing operations. Requests for 
specific proposals are expected 
to open early next year.

Trump: I’ll accept results, if I win

Sheriff 
looks at 
deputy’s 
response

A criminal investigation has 
been launched into the actions 
of  a new deputy with the Sono-
ma County Sheriff’s Office who 
forcefully handled and shocked 
with a Taser stun gun a Sono-
ma Valley resident during a do-
mestic dispute call, officials said 
Thursday.

Sheriff Steve Freitas said the 
deputy, Scott Thorne, no longer 
works for his department and 
left the job within about two 
weeks of  the Sept. 24 incident. 
Freitas said state law bars him 
from elaborating on whether 
Thorne, who was hired in April, 
resigned or was fired. 

The case has led the Sheriff’s 
Office to boost its internal over-
sight of  force. Now, supervisors 
are required to review incidents 
when deputies report force was 
used, whereas before they didn’t 
review every incident. 

The Sonoma man, 37, who 
hasn’t been identified, was treat-
ed for injuries including bruis-
ing, swelling and welts at a hos-
pital after the incident and then 
booked into the Sonoma County 
Jail on suspicion of  threaten-
ing an officer, resisting arrest, 
obstructing and battery on an 
officer. The Sonoma County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office declined 
to charge the man. Freitas said 
they now believe the man had 
committed no crime. 

“I understand and would as-
sume the public is going to be 
frustrated and angry about this, 
and I join them in this frustration 
and anger,” Freitas said. “These 
type of  things hurt the reputa-
tion of  our deputies and law en-
forcement in general. It is very 

DELAWARE, Ohio — Mock-
ing his critics, Donald Trump 
pledged Thursday to fully 
accept the outcome of  next 
month’s presidential election — 
if  he wins. The Republican said 
he reserved the right to contest 

questionable results, deepening 
his unsubstantiated assertions 
that the race against Hillary 
Clinton could be rigged against 
him.

Trump’s comments came a 
day after his stunning refusal in 
the final presidential debate to 
say whether he would concede 
to Clinton if  he loses. His re-
sistance, threatening to under-

mine the essence of  American 
democracy, was roundly reject-
ed by fellow Republicans.

Arizona Sen. John McCain, 
the 2008 GOP nominee, called 
the peaceful transfer of  power 
“the pride of  our country.”

“I didn’t like the outcome of  
the 2008 election. But I had a 
duty to concede, and I did so 
without reluctance,” McCain 
said in a lengthy statement. “A 
concession isn’t just an exer-

CAMPAIGN 2016 » Republican and Democratic 
leaders bash nominee’s remarks as anti-American
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Review, oversight effort 
launched over force used 
on Sonoma Valley call
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INSIDE Hillary Clinton rises as clear-voiced advocate for women after debate / B1

Hillary Clinton, 
from left, Car-
dinal Timothy 
Dolan, Donald 
Trump and his 
wife, Melania, 
pause for “The 
Star-Spangled 
Banner” at a 
gala Thursday 
organized by 
the Archdiocese 
of New York.
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