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Standing by their homes

In a backyard without fences in 
a neighborhood without houses, 
Mike Hibbard stained his deck’s 

railing, hoping to preserve the sanded, 
old-growth redwood from impending 
rain.

From time to time Tuesday he 
looked beyond a red toddler swing at 
the burned-out hulks of  a Volkswagon 
bus, an SUV and a jet ski whose trailer 
tires somehow hadn’t melted. In the 
background were chimney stacks, the 
only standing remains of  100 homes 
ruined within a few blocks of  his Cof-
fey Park home.

Hibbard, a mustachioed, 69-year-
old grandfather of  five, said his wife, 
Leslie, would like him to build a new 
fence to hide what happened to their 
neighborhood.

“But there’s no fence tall enough,” 
he said.

The Hibbards belong to dozens of  
residents whose homes now stand 
next to blackened wreckage from the 
Oct. 9 Tubbs fire. Their properties, 
which suffered various degrees of  
damage but remain intact, lie along 
the edges of  more than 1,000 tract 
homes destroyed in the northwest 
Santa Rosa neighborhood of   CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Mike Hibbard’s Skyview Drive home, near the Coffey Park neighborhood 
in Santa Rosa, was spared by the Tubbs fire that devastated the area.
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COFFEY PARK CHRONICLES » Some whose houses were spared by 
Tubbs fire feel ‘survivors’ guilt,’ help out neighbors, stay positive

ABOUT  
THE SERIES
As part of an ongoing 
series, The Press 
Democrat is following 
the residents and 
recovery of Coffey 
Park, the Santa Rosa 
neighborhood  
destroyed by the 
Tubbs fire. Read all of 
the stories online at   
pressdemocrat.com

Tubbs fire most 
destructive in 
state’s history
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Gordon Easter and fiancee Gail Hale return to their homes Friday on Hopper Avenue in Coffey Park, sharing a moment of thankfulness for being alive.   

COFFEY PARK — The homes are 
gone, but Coffey Park was once again a 
neighborhood. 

Couples walked their dogs down 
the sidewalks. Neighbors passing in 
cars rolled down the windows and 
waved. People took a break from the 
back-breaking work sifting through ash 
and burned rubble to pull down face 
masks and reconnect with anyone fa-
miliar. 

One man walked down Dogwood 
Drive handing out cans of  Lagunitas 
pale ale. 

“It’s been so hard not knowing how 
everyone is doing,” said Rick Merian, 59, 
who has lived on Dogwood Drive since 
1986. “You don’t have everyone’s address-
es or phone numbers. You’re used to see-
ing your neighbors out on the street.”

Friday morning, the city of  Santa 

Rosa allowed Coffey Park residents to 
return to their properties, officially re-
opening the neighborhood to them for 
the first time since the early hours of  
Oct. 9 when they fled their homes by 
the thousands as embers from a raging 
firestorm rained down. The city also 
allowed residents of  the Journey’s End 
mobile home park and the Orchard man-
ufactured home community to return.

The scene will be repeated this morn-
ing, when the city allows residents of  
Fountaingrove to visit their homes in 
the hillside community.

The fire, which ignited in Calistoga and 
burned a destructive path across miles of  
rural wooded neighborhoods and into the 
city, leapt over Highway 101 and burned 
an estimated 1,300 homes in the dense 
city neighborhood, sparing very few.  

The re-entry marked an important step 
for many people to begin searching the
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SR neighbors return, 
just thankful to be living

The Tubbs fire that killed at least 22 people 
as it burned through Santa Rosa last week 
now tops the list of  the most destructive wild-
fires in California history, with more than 
twice the structure losses — at least 5,300, ac-
cording to state figures — of  the devastating 
1991 Oakland Hills fire, which ranks second, 
according to Cal Fire. 

Three other North Bay fires that swept 
through the region on the same morning, 
two of  them in Sonoma County, also now 
have spots on Cal Fire’s Top 20 list, which was 
updated Friday: The Nuns fire in Sonoma 
Valley, ranked No. 6; the Atlas fire in Napa 
Valley at No. 10; and the Redwood Valley in 
Mendocino County fire ranks 16th. 
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Reunited over ruins
“Every time we see a neighbor, we say, ‘Thank God you are alive.’ ”
DENISE PETERSON, resident of Santa Rosa’s Coffey Park neighborhood, which was leveled in the Tubbs fire


