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NEW CHAPTER IN 49ERS-SEAHAWKS RIVALRY: 
As struggling teams face off tonight, both 
determined to rejoin NFC West race / C1
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THE BUZZ ON 
ELECTRIC CARS 

Sebastopol business to help high school kids learn new technology Empire

IS THAT SEAWEED 
IN MY CANDY BAR?
Windsor company combines 
chocolate, ‘sea veggies’ in 
new snack product Business

A new grading scale that redefines 
what constitutes an “A” or an “F” is 
causing strife and confusion in the 
Cotati-Rohnert Park school district. 
Some teachers and officials say it 
lowers the bar for student success, 

while others say it encourages stu-
dents to succeed.

The new system is called the equal 
interval scale. Essentially, it makes 
it harder to get a failing grade. It 
departs from the traditional A to F 
scale in which students receive F’s 
for scores below 59 percent. Instead, 
the scale awards F’s only for scores 
below 20 percent.

“My mentor teacher, she’s not en-
joying it. She’s got issues with it,” 
said Adam Green, a Rancho Cotate 
High School math teacher who likes 
the new system. “I respect her and I 

respectfully disagree.”
Under the new policy, grades rise 

in 20-point increments. For example, 
scores of  20 to 40 percentage points 
earn D- through D+ grades — and so 
on, up the ladder. Students get an A- 
for scoring between 80 and 85, which 
traditionally is low B territory.

Some teachers have tried to hang 
on to the traditional grading system 
but have been tripped up by a blan-
ket new policy that students, even 
if  they do not hand in homework or 
take a test, get 50 percent. Under the 
new rule, it’s possible for a student 

who skips a test to receive a better 
grade than a student who takes the 
test and does poorly.

“This is just incomprehensible. I 
don’t have words,” said Lanny Low-
ery, who has taught English at Ran-
cho Cotate High since 1980.

To her knowledge, said Jessica 
Progulske, curriculum coordinator 
for student engagement with the 
Sonoma County Office of  Education,  
Rohnert Park is the only district in 
the county to have implemented 
such a system. Some departments at 

Cotati-RP schools rethink grades
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RIDING BACK INTO TOWN: Amgen Tour of California competitors turn onto E Street in Santa Rosa during the first stage of the 2012 race. On May 21, Santa 
Rosa will host the start and finish of the seventh stage of the race, which will have to coordinate with the Luther Burbank Rose Parade being held the same day. 

Tour returning to SR

Amgen Tour 
of California

After 2-year hiatus, 
and on the same day 

as the Rose Parade, 
professional cycling 

race will start and 
finish stage in city

A fter a two-year hiatus, the Amgen 
Tour of  California, the nation’s 
premiere professional cycling race, 

will return to Sonoma County next May 
for a potentially pivotal out-and-back 
stage that will start and finish in Santa 
Rosa, giving the city another chance to 
burnish the county’s reputation as a 
world-class cycling destination. 

Tour owner AEG Sports plans to 
announce at 10:30 a.m. today that Santa 
Rosa has been selected to host the sev-
enth stage of  the eight-day race on Sat-
urday, May 21, the same day as the city’s 
annual Luther Burbank Rose Parade 

and Festival. 
Details how of  how the two popular 

downtown events will be coordinated 
have yet to be worked out. But organizers 
say they are confident they can pull off 
both events simultaneously in a way that 
combines the international appeal of  
professional cycling with the local color 
of  a parade now in its 122nd year. 

“It’s fantastic that we have the Tour 
back,” said Raissa de la Rosa, the city’s 
economic development specialist and 
co-chairwoman of  the local organizing 
committee.

The committee announced earlier this 
month that it had been selected to host a 
stage, but no details were released at that 
time. This morning, AEG Sports was set 

to hold a press conference in San Diego 
identifying the location and basic routes 
of  each stage. 

The race will run south to north next 
year, beginning in San Diego on Sunday, 
May 15, and ending in Sacramento on 
Sunday, May 22. It’s only the second time 
in the tour’s 10-year history the course 
has run south to north, de la Rosa said. 

The second-to-last stage will start and 
finish in Santa Rosa, with male — and 
for the first time, female — riders taking 
west county routes that likely will mirror 
some sections of  the challenging terrain 
featured in the Levi’s GranFondo ride, de 
la Rosa said. 

“Every day the beauty of  Sonoma 
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Biden 
on 2016: 
Window 
is closed

WASHINGTON — Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s announcement 
Wednesday that he will not 
seek the 2016 Democratic presi-
dential nomination has given a 
further boost to resurgent front- 
runner Hillary 
Rodham Clin-
ton and clari-
fied her terms 
of  engagement 
with Bernie 
Sanders, who is 
waging a chal-
lenge from her 
left.

Biden ended 
months of  spec-
ulation with his blunt acknowl-
edgment that “the window on 
mounting a realistic campaign 
for president” has closed for 
him, as he and his distraught 
family have worked through 
their grief  over the death in May 
of  his eldest son, Beau.
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VP’s decision not to seek 
White House solidifies  

Democratic primary field

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

COLD AND WET: In February 2009, spectators watch in 
pelting rain as Tour of California cyclists ride into Santa Rosa. 

GRADING 
SYSTEM
Letter grades 
under the equal 
interval scale 
introduced in the 
Cotati-Rohnert 
Park School 
District:
A = 80 to 100%
B = 60 to 80%
C = 40 to 60%
D = 20 to 40%
F = Below 20%
Students who 
miss homework 
or tests get 50%

AMGEN TOUR’S 
SR HISTORY
The city has hosted a 
Tour of California stage 
in seven previous years: 

2013: Stage 8
2012: Stage 1
2010: Stage 2
2009: Stage 1 
2008: Stage 1
2007: Stage 1
2006: Stage 1

Joe 
Biden

Opinions differ on new system 
that redefines 40% as “C” grade,  

gives 50% for not doing work  

What’s ahead 
for ex-NBA star 
turned mayor? 

SACRAMENTO — Former 
NBA all-star and charismatic na-
tive son Kevin Johnson dove into 
this city’s mayoral race seven 
years ago with a golden reputa-
tion and an equally bright future.

Both were almost immediate-
ly clouded by scandal, but John-
son persevered, just as he had 
growing up in one of  Sacramen-
to’s toughest neighborhoods. 
He went on to win two terms as 
mayor, collecting accolades for 
helping to rescue the city from 
the depths of  the recession and 
preserve its pride by keeping the 
Sacramento Kings from fleeing.

By PHIL WILLON
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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