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CLINTON POURS ON PRESSURE: Democrat 
presidential contender rolls out new TV ad in 
key states as Trump vows to go all-out / B1
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‘PEANUTS’ MILESTONE » On  
50th anniversary, SR museum 
toasts ‘Great Pumpkin.’  A3

EMBRACING NATIVES » Where 
to find best low-water plants 
to add to your fall garden.  D1

BIG WIN FOR PETALUMA » El 
Molino shuts down as Trojans 
dominate in 35-0 win.  C1

Mystery 
of slain 
trucker 
solved

Thousands of  miles from 
home, with a few days of  down-
time while he waited to pick up 
a load of  Florida-bound frozen 
chicken parts, Petaluma truck-
er Bob Nelson encountered a 
couple from Texas, shared a few 
meals and became friends.

It was 1999, and Nelson, 59, 
was en route to Miami via Ala-
bama when he 
met the Tex-
ans in Joplin, 
Missouri. They 
happened to be 
headed to the 
coast them-
selves and 
needed a ride, 
so he offered 
his help.

A gentle, gre-
garious man, 
Nelson drove 
the pair for sev-
eral days in his 
double bunk 
rig, apparently 
unaware the couple, Gary Lee 
Poisel Jr. and Johanna Gray, 
were on the lam, a prosecutor 
said Friday. They had both been 
on probation and had left Texas 
illegally on a drug-fueled road 
trip when the theft of  their pick-
up somewhere near Charlotte, 
North Carolina, left them hitch-
ing rides until they crossed paths 
with Nelson, Assistant Macon 
County District Attorney Damon 
Lewis said.

One night, outside a truck 
stop near Montgomery, Ala-
bama, after Nelson had gone to 
bed and Gray had run inside a 
store for some beer, Poisel ap-
parently decided it was time to 

Toys up their game to be more inclusive

NEW YORK — Toy companies are 
working harder to think outside their 
usual box, offering more-inclusive 
items like dolls with disabilities, fe-
male superhero figures and charac-
ters with a range of  skin tones.

Many of  the products breaking 

down the barriers started with small-
er businesses, but big names like Mat-
tel and Hasbro are getting into the 
game and offering lots more options 
this holiday season.

What that means on the shelves is 
Barbies that have a greater variety of  
body types, eye colors and facial struc-
tures, a Lego mini-figure of  a boy who 
uses a wheelchair and an American 

Girl doll with accessories like a diabe-
tes kit and arm crutches in addition 
to the hearing aids and service dogs 
it has offered before. Other items in-
clude coding toys, robots and circuit 
builder sets aimed at both girls and 
boys.

Jennifer Weitzman, whose 5-year-
old daughter, Hannah, has cochlear 
implants, has the American Girl doll 
with hearing aids and a Tinker Bell 
doll with a cochlear implant that 

RICHARD DREW / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Toy companies are offering products that are more  
inclusive, with dolls in all shapes, sizes and skin tones 
— like Disney’s Elena of Avalor, left, and Princess Isabel.

1999 COLD CASE » Killer 
ID’d via blood fingerprint 
in Petaluma man’s killing  
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO TRUCKER » PAGE A2

By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TURN TO TOYS » PAGE A2

As the days grow shorter, 
fall is spreading its gold-
en touch across Sonoma 

County. Vineyards turn colors 
above Alexander Valley, clock-
wise from top left, and the sun 
sets above vineyards along Pleas-
ant Avenue in Windsor. The sky 
mimics an amber hue of turning 
grapevines near Robert Young Estate Winery on 
Wednesday outside Healdsburg, and the last of  

the season’s grapes are brought 
in at Rodney Strong Vineyards 
in Healdsburg. Lower tempera-
tures, however, are on the hori-
zon. Friday’s balmy 80 degrees 
in Santa Rosa will give way to a 
high of 74 degrees today before 
receding into the upper 60s next 
week, according to AccuWeather. 

Rain is expected to arrive Monday afternoon and 
continue intermittently into Tuesday.

Dazzling Hues And Textures Of Fall
PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

ONLINE See more photographs of fall color around Wine Country on the web at pressdemocrat.com.

Gary Lee  
Poisel Jr.
Fugitive, 45,  
was found guilty 
Friday of killing 
Petaluma trucker 
Bob Nelson in 
Alabama in 1999.

PUSH FOR DIVERSITY » Mattel, Lego and Hasbro broadening 
range of shapes, colors and disabilities for wider appeal

Toll from pot violence growing

One week after three people 
were gunned down at a rural 
Sebastopol home during a mar-
ijuana deal that left two dead 
and one seriously wounded, 
Sonoma County Sheriff’s offi-
cials have offered no new infor-

mation about the case with an 
unknown gunman or gunmen 
still at large. 

The deadly shooting echoes 
the troubling eruption, played 
out time and again on the North 
Coast, of  violence among people 
involved with one of  the region’s 
most lucrative crops. 

Sheriff’s officials have re-
peatedly declined to elaborate 
on what they know about how 
much pot and cash were at 
play when the group gathered 
Oct.  15 at the Highway 116 

South property in the Hessel 
area southeast of  Sebastopol. 
They are still searching for a 
killer, who left behind a small 
mature marijuana garden and 
an unspecified amount of  pro-
cessed pot. 

“We won’t give those intimate 
details,” Sgt. Spencer Crum said 
about the case. “Only the killer 
or someone in the house at the 
time of  the killing should know 
that. We don’t want a false or 
tainted confession in the fu-
ture.”

The shooting occurred less 
than a month before Califor-
nia voters will decide whether 
to legalize recreational use of  
marijuana for adults. Legaliza-
tion’s impact on crime is a key 
concern for both supporters and 
opponents of  Proposition 64, the 
measure that will go before Cal-
ifornia voters next month. Some 
supporters say it would bring 
a black market industry out of  
the shadows, allowing regulated 
commerce that could make the 
industry safer. 

At the same time, law enforce-
ment groups, many of  whom op-
pose legalization, have warned 
against a ‘‘yes’’ vote that they 
fear would bring more marijua-
na business to the state, expand-
ing ties to unsanctioned mar-
kets elsewhere.

The specter of  past violence 
continues to factor heavily in 
the debate. 

Seven of  26 people murdered 
in Sonoma County since 2013 

As cannabis vote looms, 
gunman remains at large 
in Sebastopol triple killing  
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