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SF shows early-season troubles haven’t 
vanished in 20-3 loss to Seattle Sports

Wood fireplaces banned in new homes
DETAILS

 ■ District bans 
wood-burning 
fireplaces and 
stoves in all new 
buildings

 ■ Included  
in district are  
Windsor, Santa 
Rosa, Rohnert 
Park, Petaluma, 
Sebastopol, some 
unincorporated 
areas in county.

Photos by CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

TIMBER-PLAN OPPOSITION: Jeanne Jackson, with her husband, Richard, has collected 1,445 signatures on a petition opposing plans to harvest timber 
over more than 500 acres of land, much of it in the flood plain of the Gualala River, south of Gualala.

Clash over logging plan 
Dispute over harvesting century-old redwoods along Gualala River 

reflects larger debate about how or whether sensitive land should be logged

Hillary Rodham Clinton

Clinton 
grilled by 
GOP on 
Benghazi

WASHINGTON — Hillary 
Rodham Clinton strove to close 
the book on the worst episode of  
her tenure as secretary of  state 
Thursday, battling Republican 
questions in a marathon hear-
ing that grew contentious but 
revealed little new about the 
2012 attacks in Benghazi, Lib-
ya. She firmly defended her re-
cord while seeking to avoid any 
mishap that might damage her 
presidential campaign.

Pressed about events before 
and after the deaths of  four 
Americans, Clinton had con-
frontational exchanges with 
several GOP lawmakers but also 
fielded supportive queries from 
Democrats.

In the end, there were relative-
ly few questions for the Demo-
cratic presidential front-runner 

P lans to harvest century-old redwoods along the Gualala 
River are stirring opposition in the wake of  an unsuccess-
ful bid to acquire the commercial timberland for conser-

vation purposes, including the expansion of  a public park.  
The logging proposal covers more than 500 acres upstream 

from the town of  Gualala and includes extensive operations in 
the flood plain at the mouth of  the Gualala River in northwest-
ern Sonoma County.

In an era of  diminished logging along the North Coast, the 
dispute over Gualala Redwood Timber’s plans reflects the 
debate about how, if  at all, sensitive land in the region is logged 
and whether such private acreage commercially logged for a 
century should be set aside for conservation.

Proponents behind the logging proposal — actually two 
separate timber harvest plans — say it has been fully vetted by 
environmental regulators and meets safeguards established to 
protect the river and habitat for salmon, steelhead trout and 
other plants and wildlife.

But opponents, including environmental activists, say felling 
the trees, especially in the flood plain, will diminish the beauty 
and health of  the river’s scenic South Fork and adversely affect 
already impaired fish and wildlife habitat, in addition to threat-
ening river flows by pulling water to control dust on logging 
roads.

County officials also are raising questions about the impacts 
of  logging on recreation and the adjacent Gualala Point Region-
al Park, which takes in 195 acres at the mouth of  the river.

“We are very concerned about this,” said Chris Poehlmann, 
who leads a local group called Friends of  the Gualala River that 
has been an active critic of  logging and forest-to-vineyard con-
version projects in the area. “It will be a lost opportunity if  the 
community doesn’t respond. I hope that it won’t be business as 
usual and people will look backward and say, ‘We should have 
done something about that.’ ”

But Henry Alden, longtime manager and representative of  
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In its continuing effort to make 
breathing easier, the Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District is 
again clamping down on wood fire-
places and stoves, banning them 
in all new buildings and requiring 

more efficient, clean-burning devic-
es where wood fuel is the only source 
of  heat.

The new regulations, approved 
this week, build on existing rules in 
an ongoing endeavor to wean resi-
dents inside the nine-county air dis-
trict off polluting wood fires, wheth-
er used for heat or ambiance.

The aim of  the regulations, first 
approved in 2008, is to limit emis-
sions of  the fine particles in smoke 
produced by combustion of  wood 
and other solid fuels and wood prod-
ucts, such as pellets. This particu-

late matter can find its way into a 
person’s lungs and bloodstream and 
is linked to greater risk of  heart at-
tack, stroke, asthma, respiratory 
distress and other lung conditions, 
including cancer, according to the 
American Lung Association. 

“It has a myriad of  health im-
pacts, like cigarette smoke,” air dis-
trict spokeswoman Kristine Roselius 
said.

And it’s the No. 1 source of  air pol-
lution during the winter months, the 
air district said.

“It’s nasty,” said Sonoma County 

Supervisor Shirlee Zane, a member 
of  the air district board of  directors, 
which unanimously approved the 
rule amendments Wednesday. “And 
it’s a lot more nasty than most peo-
ple realize.”

An estimated 1.4 million fireplaces 
and uncertified fireplaces in the Bay 
Area produce about a third of  the 
particulate matter in the air in the 
winter, the air district said.

The Bay Area air district takes in 
most of  Sonoma County, including 
Windsor, Santa Rosa, Rohnert Park, 
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THE RIVER: The Gualala River is listed as “impaired” under the Clean Water 
Act because of high temperatures and excessive sediment levels.

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Bay Area air district approves 
rules in effort to limit pollution,   

‘myriad of health impacts’

By BRADLEY KLAPPER 
 and MATTHEW DALY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ex-secretary of state defends 
record in marathon session; 

little new revealed on attacks

GOP demand 
plan to store 

El Niño water

WASHINGTON — The Re-
publican members of  Califor-
nia’s delegation are demanding 
a government plan to store the 
deluge of  water that could come 
with El Niño  this winter.

Fourteen GOP lawmakers 
will send a letter to President 
Barack Obama and Gov. Jerry 
Brown on Thursday asking for 
specifics about how federal and 
state agencies expect to capture, 
save and transport water.

A new federal forecast re-
leased last week showed El Niño 
is continuing to strengthen, 
with experts saying it’s on track 
to potentially produce record 
rainfall across the state.

Rep. Devin Nunes, R-Tulare, 
said the governor has opposed 

By SARAH D. WIRE
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AT ODDS

Proponents: Say the two  
timber plans have been 
cleared by regulators and meet 
safeguards to protect river and 
habitat for salmon, steelhead 
trout, plants and wildlife.
Opponents: Argue that 
cutting trees, particularly in 
the flood plain, will harm the 
beauty and health of the river’s 
South Fork, as well as adversely 
impact fish and wildlife.
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