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71-YEAR WAIT IS OVER » Chicago Cubs 
beat Dodgers, head to World Series.  C1

FOR FOODIES ON A BUDGET » Finding 
great food, drinks for under $20.  D3

Art Volkerts

Former 
PD editor 
dies at 96

Art Volkerts, the retired Press 
Democrat editor who grew up in 
Sonoma County, knew it like his 
backyard and through his news-
paper editorials won some deci-
sive battles over the county’s de-
velopment, died Saturday on the 
family ranch where he was born.

Volkerts, a generally soft-spo-
ken and knowledgeable man who 
for decades recharged himself  
by fishing the Russian River and 
other North Coast waterways he 
came to value and understand 
like few others, was 96.

He had lost his eyesight but, 
with some assistance, was en-
joying a quiet life on his fami-
ly ranch in the Hessel district 
with his wife of  78 years, Tess. 
He woke and dressed Saturday 
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A move by Mendocino Coun-
ty’s marijuana industry to 
dramatically rewrite the rules 
for commercial cannabis has 
touched off a tense political bat-
tle in the heart of  pot country, 
where thousands of  citizens 
grow weed and local economies 

rely on the underground multi-
million-dollar industry.

Signs for and against Men-
docino’s Measure AF dot the 
bucolic landscape of  the county 
at the south end of  the Emerald 
Triangle, widely credited with 
growing 60 percent of  the na-
tion’s marijuana.

“It’s almost like, who isn’t 
growing cannabis here,” said 

Laytonville resident Tim Blake, 
founder of  the Emerald Cup 
marijuana fair and a member 
of  the Yes on AF steering com-
mittee.

The measure, known as the 
Mendocino Heritage Act — 
written, financed and promoted 
by the county’s pot growers and 
dispensaries — represents the 
industry’s vision of  government 
regulation, one that clashes 
with the county’s political estab-
lishment and local regulations 
under development.

The 60-page measure pres-
ents a “radically new approach 
to dealing with cannabis,” said 
Hezekiah Allen, executive di-
rector of  the 700-member Cali-
fornia Growers Association, the 
state’s largest cannabis trade 
group, which endorsed Measure 
AF along with two other pot in-
dustry groups.

That’s especially because the 
measure cuts law enforcement 
out of  the regulatory picture 
and replaces it with civil over-
sight, including the assessment 

of  penalties for cannabis busi-
nesses that violate the proposed 
licensing and zoning codes, as 
well as safety and environmen-
tal standards.

It may seem striking now, Al-
len said, “but a decade from now, 
that is going to be the norm.”

Whether it wins or loses in 
the Nov. 8 election, the measure 
may “provide a template” for lo-
cal regulations in California and 
beyond, said David McCuan, a 

AT&T 
OKs deal 
for Time 
Warner

AT&T has agreed to a block-
buster $86 billion acquisition 
of  Time Warner, a move that 
would turn the most storied 
U.S. telecom company into one 
of  the most prominent TV, film 
and video-game producers in 
the world, multiple news outlets 
reported Saturday.

The merger casts a spotlight 
on a defining movement for the 
giants of  modern tech: their 
accelerating conquest of  media 
in an increasingly unbundled 
world.

AT&T, Amazon.com, Google 
and Verizon have all surged into 
original content, thinking it of-
fers them a lucrative foothold 
into viewers’ pockets and living 
rooms, and a unique bulwark 
against the rapidly changing 
web and cable TV landscapes.

Initiative seeks new rules on pot
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MENDOCINO COUNTY » Measure AF looks to cut out  
law enforcement; opposed by political establishment 
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

By CHRISTIAN DAVENPORT 
AND DREW HARWELL
WASHINGTON POST

$86B buyout likely to 
draw regulatory scrutiny 
over reduced competition
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Stepping through a narrow gap in a 
barbed wire fence, Caryl Hart walked to 
an overlook on a windswept peak north 

of  Bodega Bay as a herd of  black and brown 
cows grazed nearby.

Morning fog retreated across the blue-
gray ocean, revealing a stunning expanse of  
coastline. From where she stood on Wright 
Hill, Hart, Sonoma County’s Regional Parks 
director, reveled in a view that extended from 
Mount Tamalpais, overlooking the Golden 
Gate in the south, to Point Reyes National 
Seashore, Bodega Head, the mouth of  the 
Russian River and the community of  Jenner 
in the north. 

“Isn’t this mind-blowing?” Hart said. “This 
place is going to be so popular.” 

But public enjoyment of  this particular 
landscape — 1,238-acre Wright Hill Ranch, pro-
tected by taxpayer dollars from development 
nearly a decade ago but still gated to general 
access — and a wider swath of  potential and fu-
ture parkland depends, Hart says, on whether 
voters in unincorporated Sonoma County will 
agree to tax themselves to pay more for parks.

Measure J, a half-cent sales tax increase on 
the Nov. 8 ballot, would generate an estimated 
$95 million over a 10-year term to open up 
protected open space, expand recreational 
amenities and boost upkeep of  existing county 
park sites, many of  them beset with crum-
bling infrastructure.

Hart, a longtime parks advocate, has spear-
headed the campaign for Measure J, taking 
leave from her job to lobby for the initiative, 
which she said would protect the legacy of  a 
county park system established 50 years ago.

“We live in one of  the most beautiful places 
on the planet and are stewards of  enormous 
biodiversity,” Hart said. “Over 50 years, we 
have gradually built our amazing park system, 
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FUNDING PARK IMPROVEMENTS: Cows graze on the property at Wright Hill Ranch in Bodega Bay. Residents in unincorporated regions of Sonoma County are poised to 
vote on Measure J, a half-cent sales tax increase that would fund improvements at regional parks. Restoration of structures at the ranch would be funded by the measure.

Keeping open space 
open — for a price

Unusual move seeks funds from those in county’s unincorporated areas

ABOUT MEASURE J
Purpose: To support Sonoma County 
Regional Parks improvements
Who would pay: Half-cent tax in-
crease on sales outside city limits
Revenue: Estimated $95 million over 
its 10-year term.
Who votes on it: Only registered 
voters living outside cities
Who’s for it: Federated Indians of 
Graton Rancheria, Sonoma County 
Conservation Action and other envi-
ronmental groups
Who’s against it: Sonoma County 
Taxpayers Association

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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BIG PUSH: Regional Parks Director Caryl Hart, who has been a major force behind Measure J, pauses at 
the fence on the property at Wright Hill Ranch in Bodega Bay. 

MEASURE J » SALES TAX INCREASE FOR PARKS

“Over 50 years, we have gradually built our amazing park 
system, and now we need to insure its sustainability.”
CARYL HART, parks advocate who spearheaded the Measure J campaign


