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PG&E slowed fire-risk mapping
DEADLY DELAY? » Utilities fought yearslong state effort
to find where power lines pose the greatest wildfire risk
By MATTHIAS GAFNI
EAST BAY TIMES

SAN JOSE — Two days before the
deadliest outbreak of wildfires in California history, PG&E and other utilities won the latest in a long series of
delays to map where power lines pose
the greatest wildfire risk, a report
said Sunday.
For the better part of a decade,
California’s utilities have helped to
stall the state’s effort to map where
their power lines present the highest
risk for wildfires, an initiative that

critics say could have forced PG&E
to strengthen power poles and bolster maintenance efforts before this
month’s deadly North Bay fires.
State officials began working
to tighten regulations on utilities
and create the detailed maps after
wind-toppled electrical lines in 2007
ignited catastrophic fires in the San
Diego area.
But nearly 10 years later, the state
Public Utilities Commission — which
initiated the process — still hasn’t
finished the maps, let alone adopted
strict new regulations.

A review of the mapping project
by the Bay Area News Group shows
that utilities have repeatedly asked
to slow down the effort and argued as
recently as July that, as PG&E put it,
certain proposed regulations would
“add unnecessary costs to construction and maintenance projects in rural areas.”
On Oct. 6, two days before the fires,
two administrative law judges assigned to oversee the project granted
yet another delay at the request of
PG&E and other utilities.
The timing of that 74-day deadline
extension and the decade of seemingly endless debate about the maps
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A PG&E crew works on replacing downed utility poles
in Glen Ellen on Oct. 18.

SONOMA VALLEY » NUNS FIRE

Many returning home
find little worth saving

Russia
probes
flounder
on Hill
Partisan battles behind
the scenes dim chances
of unified conclusions
By NICHOLAS FANDOS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Jill Dawson gives her neighbor Steve Lee two thumbs up as she and her husband, Arthur, dig through the rubble of their burned-out home on
Warm Springs Road on Sunday in Glen Ellen.

Nuns fire grew from 5 separate blazes, cutting zigzag path of destruction
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

S

cott Lane walked his
dog down Kenwood’s
Treehaven Lane Sunday
afternoon, surveying one home
after another reduced to ashes
and twisted metal by the Nuns
fire two weeks earlier.
His own home closer to the
town center had survived and,
as a plumbing contractor and
retired volunteer firefighter, he
already had seen a good deal of
the destruction wrought by the
recent firestorm during days
spent trying to help others in
the fires’ wake.
But something about all the
loss hit the 62-year-old Sunday afternoon, causing him to
weep. That his own home made
it through somehow made it
worse, he said.
“I’m just overwhelmed,”
Lane said apologetically, wiping tears from his face with his
hand. “There’s a lot of people

Neighbor Steve Lee finds a keepsake brick in the rubble of Jill and
Arthur Dawson’s home. The brick was salvaged by Jill Dawson’s grandmother after the 1906 San Francisco earthquake.
(who) can’t get home.”
As public safety officials
allow more and more people
back into hard-hit communities like Kenwood, a growing
number are confronting a

reality that’s hard to fathom,
despite continued news coverage of neighborhoods decimated by what some call the Wine
Country fires.
The vast destruction of

the Tubbs fire is well known.
Whipping through the Mayacmas Mountains from Calistoga
to Santa Rosa in a matter of
hours Oct. 8 and 9, it took out
thousands of homes by itself,
killing at least 23.
The Nuns fire, which
erupted around the same time,
starting as five separate fires
that eventually merged into
one, has been overshadowed.
The 56,556-acre fire laid waste
to neighborhoods largely along
the Sonoma Valley, killing one
Sonoma County resident and a
water tender operator in Napa
County.
Residents allowed limited re-entry to communities
such as Kenwood, Glen Ellen,
Sonoma and Bennett Valley
this weekend were forced to
confront their losses. Many
arrived with hopes of finding
some small treasure only to see
there was little to rescue from

WASHINGTON — In a secured room in the basement of
the Capitol in July, Jared Kushner, President Donald Trump’s
son-in-law and senior adviser,
fielded question after question
from members of the House Intelligence Committee. Though
the allotted time for the grilling
had expired, he offered to stick
around as long as they wanted.
But Rep. Trey Gowdy, R-South
Carolina, who spent nearly
three years investigating Hillary Clinton’s culpability in the
deadly 2012 attack in Benghazi,
Libya, was growing frustrated
after two hours. You are in an
unwinnable situation, Gowdy
counseled Kushner. If you leave
now, Democrats will say you did
not answer all the questions. If
you stay, they will keep you here
all week.
The exchange, described by
three people with knowledge of
it, typified the political morass
that is crippling the House Intelligence Committee’s investigation into Russian meddling in
the 2016 election — and whether
the Trump campaign colluded
in any way.
But the problems extend beyond that panel. All three committees looking into Russian interference — one in the House,
two in the Senate — have run
into problems, from insufficient
staffing to fights over when the
committees should wrap up
their investigations. The Senate
Judiciary Committee’s inquiry
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