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Corky Cramer of Santa Rosa exchanges a high-five with Brij Desor, left, the owner of C Market on Lewis Road in Santa Rosa after purchasing 
Mega Millions lotto tickets Monday. This was the first time Cramer has ever bought a Mega Millions ticket. 

Hundreds looking 
to score giant jackpot

LOTTERY FEVER » MEGA MILLIONS

Residents scoop up tickets in bid to win tonight’s record $1.6 billion prize

Buying a new house or car. 
Helping family. Ending 
hunger and human traf-

ficking.
Those are just a few of  the 

dreams Sonoma County resi-
dents say they would make a 
reality if  they won the record- 
breaking $1.6 billion Mega 
Millions jackpot. In a quest for 
that life-altering money, locals 
have lined up in unprecedented 
numbers at Santa Rosa conve-
nience shops in recent days, 
buying thousands of  dollars in 
tickets in hopes of  defying the 
lotto’s terrible odds. 

“There’s been a line going 
down all the way to the back of  
the room,” said Brij Desor, 45, 
who owns C Market on Lewis 
Road. “Oh my God, it’s been so 
busy.” 

By noon Monday, he’d sold 
$900 in Mega Millions tickets, 
which cost $2 each. Anticipating 
selling about $15,000 in tickets 
Tuesday, the date of  the next 

drawing, he called in a second 
employee to help. He said he’s 
never seen a rush like it, and 
many people are playing for the 
first time. 

It’s the largest prize in 
lotto history, surpassing the 
$1.586 billion Powerball draw-

ing in 2016 that was shared with 
winners in California, Florida 
and Tennessee, according to the 
lottery website. 

“Mega Millions has already 
entered historic territory, 

By HANNAH BEAUSANG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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At the Campus Market in Santa Rosa, the California Lottery electronic 
billboards stop at three digits, underlying the $1.6 billion Mega Millions  
jackpot. The drawing is tonight.

WIN BIG, SPEND BIG
Here’s a look at what you can 
buy — and how much of 
it — if you win today’s Mega 
Millions jackpot, which would 
amount to about a one-time 
$678.6 million payment after 
federal and state taxes.

17,439
Years’ worth of Warriors 
courtside seats at Chase Arena 
(value: $38,915/year)

2,154
Ferrari 812 Superfast sports 
cars (value: about $315,000)

468,374
iPhone XS Max (value: 
$1,449 for 512GB model)

1,036
Single-family homes in 
Sonoma County (based on  
median home price of 
$665,000*)
* as of August 2018

Five years and one day ago, Andy Lo-
pez was a 13-year-old boy who cracked 
jokes, loved food and embodied all that 
comes with being a middle school boy in 
Santa Rosa, the second child of  an immi-
grant family.

After his sudden death on Oct. 22, 
2013, his name took on a new life beyond 
the Moorland Avenue sidewalk where 
he was shot and killed by a Sonoma 
County sheriff’s deputy who fired at him 

after mistaking the boy’s airsoft BB gun 
for a real AK-47 assault rifle. 

The once-empty lot where Lopez died 
has been transformed from a ragged, 
weed-infested plot into Andy’s Unity 
Park with landscaped gardens, a skate 
park and playground. It has a permanent 
memorial to Lopez with photos from his 
short life encased in glass that Monday 
night were lit with candles to memorial-
ize the five years since his death.  

“If  it is five years or 10 years that has 
passed, this date will be important and 
so sad,” said Gloria Hernandez of  Wind-
sor, a friend of  the Lopez family. “It was 
very cruel, what was done to him.”

His death generated a yearslong 

Event marks 5 years since Lopez death 
SANTA ROSA » Community 
gathers to remember teen and 
shots that ignited a movement
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Community members gathered for a vigil at Andy’s 
Unity Park in Santa Rosa on Monday to commemorate 
the 5-year anniversary of Andy Lopez’s death. 

LAS VEGAS — Adam Laxalt, 
the Republican candidate for 
governor of  Nevada, knows how 
to rile up a crowd this election 
season: Just point to the state to 
the west.

“Are we going to keep Nevada 
the Nevada we all love, this inde-
pendent Western state, or are we 
going to turn into California?” 
Laxalt asked at a rally in Elko 
with President Donald Trump 
on Saturday.

Trump jumped in a moment 
later, assailing California’s em-
brace of  sanctuary cities, where 
local authorities limit their co-
operation with federal immigra-
tion enforcement. 

“By the way, a lot of  people 
in California don’t want them, 
either,” he said of  such cities. 
“They’re rioting now.” (Actual-
ly, they are not.)

It is not only in Nevada. 
California would seem to be on 
the ballot in a number of  states 
where Republicans are facing 
tough re-election battles this 
fall. In Nevada, Texas, Colorado 
and Florida, California is being 
hoisted as a symbol of  high taxes, 

Perennial 
Republican
bugaboo:
California

VOTE 2018

Bt ADAM NAGOURNEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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Trump 
pushes 
for new 
policies

TUCSON, Arizona — The 
Trump administration, facing a 
surge in migrant families enter-
ing the United States, is moving 
swiftly to examine an array of  
new policies it hopes will deter 
Central Americans from jour-
neying north.

Each of  the policies, which 
range from 
a new form 
of  the widely 
criticized prac-
tice of  family 
separation to 
stricter re-
quirements on 
asylum, would 
face significant 
legal and logistical challenges. 
But the White House is applying 
strong pressure on federal im-
migration authorities to come 
up with a solution to secure the 
southwest border.

The Border Patrol 
apprehended 16,658 people 
in family units in September 
— a record figure, according 
to unpublished government 
data obtained by The New 
York Times. The total number 
of  families that entered the 
country in the 2018 fiscal year, 
which ended Sept. 30, exceeded 

Administration said 
to consider ‘voluntary’ 
family separations
BY MIRIAM JORDAN 
AND CAITLIN DICKERSON
NEW YORK TIMES
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IMMIGRATION

INSIDE
Migrant caravan 
balloons to 
7,200 people 
as it moves 
through Mexico 
toward US / A7


