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LOOMING DESTRUCTION

Winds: 165 mph as the 
storm hit land, down 
from earlier speeds of 
about 200 mph; slowed to 
130 mph late Friday.
Landfall: About 4:15 p.m. 
Pacific time Friday along 
Mexico’s southwest coast.

Response: Officials 
declare state of emergency 
in dozens of municipalities 
in Colima, Nayarit and 
Jalisco states.
Forecast: Predicted to 
drop 6-20 inches of rain in 
the affected states.

Record-strength storm 
slams into Mexico

CESAR RODRIGUEZ / Associated Press

People wait for the arrival of Hurricane Patricia on Friday at a shelter in the Pacific resort city of Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. The hurricane 
was barreling toward southwestern Mexico as a monster Category 5 storm, the strongest ever recorded in the Western Hemisphere.

MEXICO CITY

The strongest hurricane ever 
known to assault the Western 
Hemisphere slammed into Mexi-

co’s southwest Pacific Coast on Friday 
evening, transforming hotels into make-
shift shelters, shuttering schools, clos-
ing airports and sending inhabitants 
racing to bus stations to flee inland.

The storm, named Hurricane Patri-
cia, packed winds of  about 165 mph as it 
struck land, having slowed considerably 
from earlier speeds of  about 200 mph as 
it spun toward a coastline dotted with 
tiny fishing villages and five-star resorts 
in cities like Puerto Vallarta.

As the outer wall of  the hurricane 
swept over the coast at 6:15 p.m., trees 

A s the mother of  all hurricanes 
made landfall 2,000 miles away, 
Sonoma County residents were 

on edge all day Friday, waiting to hear 
from relatives and friends in Mexico, di-
rectly in the path of  Hurricane Patricia.

The Category 5 hurricane hit land at 
6:15 p.m. local time, or 4:15 p.m. Pacific 
time, near Cuixmala in the Mexican 
state of  Jalisco. Santa Rosa resident 
Jibranh Ortega’s grandparents and 
extended family live there, and his best 
friend moved there four years ago.   

“I’m worried just as any other res-
ident is in Sonoma County,” said Or-
tega, noting that many families in the 
area have close ties to the coastal states 
of  Jalisco, Colima and Nayarit, which 

GODDARD MODIS RAPID RESPONSE TEAM / NASA 

A satellite image shows Hurricane Patricia at 
10:30 a.m. Friday.

HURRICANE PATRICIA

Region braces  
against damage in 
path of hurricane

Many in Sonoma 
County anxiously 

await news
By ELISABETH MALKIN and AZAM AHMED

NEW YORK TIMES

By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Software 
firm seeks 
help suing 

Tinder

A Sonoma software company 
is seeking a financial hookup to 
help fight the makers of  a wild-
ly popular dating app they say 
stole its name. 

WildFireWeb, which develops 
content management software 
for schools and small business-
es under the product name Tin-
der, has sued the matchmaking 
giant, Tinder Inc., over trade-
mark infringement.

The Sonoma company’s 
co-founder, Blaine Transue, 
announced Friday that he has 
launched a crowdfunding initia-
tive to pay for legal fees against 
Tinder, which was founded in 
2012 and is now estimated to be 
worth $1.3 billion.

By comparison, 10-year-old 
WildFireWeb generates less than 
$500,000 a year in sales and has 
three employees including Tran-
sue and his partner, Steve Sweet.

“It’s a challenge for a small 
company to do something like 
this,” said Transue, who is pres-
ident and chief  executive officer. 
“It’s going to take some support. 
Some help from our friends. 
We’re hoping we can make some 
new friends.” 

But Transue said it’s a battle 
worth fighting. His company 
started using the Tinder name 
back in 2007 in a nod to its fire-
based theme and obtained a reg-
istered trademark in 2011.

Founders of  the dating app, 
which allows mutually inter-
ested users to chat, launched 
Tinder a year later and received 
their own trademark in 2014, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

The situation has led to un-
wanted confusion about wheth-
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Small Sonoma company has 
pre-existing product with 
same name as dating app

A pivotal week for presidential hopefuls

WASHINGTON — After a pivotal 
week, the presidential race has become 
a tale of  two parties on sharply different 
trajectories: Hillary Rodham Clinton has 
tightened her grip on the Democratic 
nomination while Republican concern is 
reaching new heights. Some officials are 
even considering what could turn into a 
GOP civil war to stop Donald Trump — 

with no fallback option.
Clinton took what was essentially a 

victory lap on Friday, cheered by excited 
Democrats a day after her strong perfor-
mance during an 11-hour Republican-led 
probe of  the 2012 Benghazi attacks. The 
former secretary of  state’s high marks 
for the congressional hearing capped a 
week in which three of  her five Demo-
cratic rivals bowed out of  the race — none 
more important than Vice President Joe 
Biden, who said he wouldn’t be getting in.

“She’s gone in the course of  two weeks 
from being a wobbly front-runner to the 
almost-certain nominee,” said Fergus 
Cullen, a former New Hampshire Re-
publican Party chairman. The GOP field, 
Cullen said, is more splintered than ever.

EVAN VUCCI / Associated Press

Democratic presidential candidate and former 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton smiles 
during a campaign rally Friday in Alexandria, Va.
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Clinton appears closer than ever  
to Dem nomination while GOP  

contest grows more unpredictable

FBI chief links 
police scrutiny 
to rise in crime

CHICAGO — FBI Director 
James Comey said  Friday  that 
the additional scrutiny and crit-
icism of  police officers in the 

wake of  highly 
publicized epi-
sodes of  police 
brutality may 
have led to an 
increase in vi-
olent crime in 
some cities as 
officers have 
become less ag-
gressive.

With his re-
marks, Comey 
lent the pres-

tige of  the FBI, the nation’s 
most prominent law enforce-
ment agency, to a theory that 
is far from settled: that the in-
creased attention on the police 
has made officers less aggres-
sive and emboldened criminals. 
But Comey acknowledged that 
there is so far no data to back 
up his assertion and that it may 
be just one of  many factors that 
are contributing to the rise in 
crime, like cheaper drugs and 
an increase in criminals being 

By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
and MATT APUZZO
NEW YORK TIMES
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