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Leaders 
to weigh 
housing 
policies

Hoping to kick-start the 
region’s recovery from this 
month’s destructive wildfires, 
Sonoma County and Santa Rosa 
government leaders are prepar-
ing to act today on a series of  
new policies primarily focused 
on housing the thousands of  
residents whose homes were de-
stroyed.

Both the county and city are 
looking to double down on state 
emergency laws designed to pre-
vent landlords from hiking up 
rents unreasonably while fire 
victims are scrambling to find 
a new place to live. Officials also 
are considering a suite of  hous-
ing rules that would allow res-
idents to live in RVs and guest 
houses, among other places, 
while recovery is underway.

The idea is to make it easier 
for displaced residents to find 
somewhere to live after thou-
sands of  homes were lost in a 
market where options were al-
ready in short supply. The dev-
astating wildfires destroyed an 
estimated 6,800 buildings, most 
of  them homes, in the area.

“I think what we’re trying to 
do is show the community that 
we are willing to look outside 
the box for creative solutions 
that allow people to stay here 
through the rebuilding pro-
cess,” Santa Rosa Councilman 
Chris Rogers said. 

Both the Sonoma County 
Board of  Supervisors and the 
Santa Rosa City Council will 
consider ordinances targeting 
price gouging in the rental hous-
ing market. The county’s ordi-
nance would require landlords 
in the unincorporated area to 
provide supporting data to jus-
tify any increase over the unit’s 
average rental price from before 
the disaster, according to county 
officials. 

The city’s proposed ordinance 
is similar, barring landlords 
from increasing rents more 
than 10 percent above the rent 
charged immediately before the 
fire. Both proposals are consis-
tent with state law, which nor-

SR, county measures 
aimed at getting fire 
victims housed again
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Cleanup from the most destruc-
tive wildfire in state history will start 
Wednesday in Sonoma County amid a 
cloud of  uncertainty — tinged with hos-
tility — over exactly how it will impact 
the owners of  an estimated 6,700 homes 
lost in the conflagration.

At a noisy press conference Monday, 
officials with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Army Corps of  En-
gineers, Governor’s Office of  Emergency 
Services and others announced the start 
of  a cleanup they said will last until early 
next year.

Work will start with a “toxic sweep” 
managed by the EPA that will identify 

and remove hazardous material from 
all burned residential properties in the 
wake of  a local health emergency de-
clared last week by the county Board of  
Supervisors. 

Eric Lamoureux, an OES regional 
administrator, said the sweep will start 
Wednesday, followed immediately by a 
full cleanup of  burned property conduct-
ed by the Corps of  Engineers. Homeown-
ers must sign and submit a detailed right-
of-entry form to qualify for that program, 
a requirement generating angst among 
anxious homeowners.

“We are not going to charge for this 
cleanup,” Lamoureux told a crowd of  
several hundred people in the lobby of  
the Rattigan State Building on D Street, 
where an official press conference turned 
into an impromptu community meeting.

The permit form states that homeown-
ers must assign to the county “any and 

Some homeowners upset by free cleanup offer
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Willie Rietman moves gutters at his property Monday on Ursuline Road in Larkfield.TURN TO CLEANUP » PAGE A2
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A sign announces a fire relief fundraiser Sunday at Gundlach Bundschu Winery in Sonoma. 

Businesses hopeful 
to bring visitors back 

NORTH COAST TOURISM » As flames die, wine industry, others 
eager to get word out to consumers that they’re still in operation

A little more than a week 
after flames from a 
deadly firestorm leveled 

his parents’ home and crept 
dangerously close to overcom-
ing the family’s Sonoma Valley 
winery, Jeff Bundschu occupied 
a sound board at Gundlach 
Bundschu last weekend spin-
ning tunes for a large crowd of  
visitors lounging on its sun-
splashed patio.

Scorched earth at the edge of  
the outdoor venue leading up 
the mountainside for as far as 
the eye could see was a visual 
reminder of  how perilously 
close the Bundschu family 
came to losing the winery, 
which has carried their name 
since 1858. But the focus this af-
ternoon was on having fun and 
finding solace among friends.

Bundschu and other mem-
bers of  the family hosted the 
two-day gathering to raise 
money for fire relief  efforts. 
Organizers had another goal: to 
show the world that Wine Coun-
try is, by and large, operating 
normally, and that the region 
still should be high on the list 
of  getaway plans.

“It’s not necessarily rebuild-
ing, but showing people we are 
open for business,” said Katie 
Bundschu, a sixth-generation 
owner of  the winery. “We’re 
ready to host people.”

Getting that message across 
could prove crucial to how 
Sonoma County’s tourism and 
wine industries rebound from 
the disaster.

Short-term economic impacts 
are to be expected in the wake 
of  the fires, which leveled entire 
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Line cooks Cory Hart, right, and Juan Alvarez prep for dinner service 
Monday at the Glen Ellen Star in Glen Ellen.


