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Turkey weighs in on killing
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Terra Firma Global Partners real estate agent Laura Hall, right, talks with client Melissa Nagle in her Skyhawk home in Santa Rosa that has been 
on the market for 34 days. Sonoma County home sales last month dropped to their lowest level for September in 11 years. 

Signs of slowing market
REAL ESTATE » Experts say county’s plunging home sales a normal part 
of housing cycle, one in which prices stop rising when buyers stop buying

Trial 
against 
officers 
begins

The opening day of  a federal 
civil rights trial against three 
Rohnert Park police officers ac-
cused of  conducting an illegal, 
warrantless search of  a family’s 
house started with questions 
about whether one of  the offi-
cers was refusing to testify.

Former Sgt. Brendon “Jacy” 
Tatum was one of  a trio of  offi-
cers who went to a Santa Barba-
ra Drive house in 2014 looking 
for a man named Edgar Perez, 
who was on probation for a fel-
ony drug possession conviction. 
While two of  the officers spoke 
to Perez’s parents, Elva and 
Raul Barajas, through a front se-
curity door, Tatum went around 
to the backyard and — with his 
gun drawn — slipped inside 
the home through an unlocked 
door, according to opening state-
ments Tuesday by both sides. 
Perez, then 35, wasn’t home. 

Tatum’s entry into the house 
is “the main reason why we are 
here,” said Elva and Raul Bara-
jas’ attorney, Arturo Gonzalez, 
during his opening statements 
to a jury Tuesday in U.S. District 
Court in San Francisco.

“He (Tatum) is not here today 
but I understand he may come 
tomorrow and I hope he does be-
cause I have a lot of  questions,” 
Gonzalez said. 

Whether Tatum will take the 
stand remained unclear even 
after U.S. Magistrate Judge Sal-
lie Kim dismissed the jury for 
the evening. In open court, she 
asked the city of  Rohnert Park’s 

Sonoma County home sales plunged 
last month to the lowest level for Sep-
tember in 11 years, the clearest sign 

yet of  a housing market slowdown.
People bought just 327 single-family 

homes here in September, according to 
The Press Democrat’s monthly housing 
report compiled by Pacific Union Interna-
tional senior vice president Rick Laws. 

That’s a nearly 25 percent decrease in 
homes sold from a year ago, and the fewest 
sales in September since 2007 when the 

housing market was entering a historic 
crash that ended with sale prices cut in 
half.

“I think everything points to a slower, 
more measured market,” Laws said. Sales 
have been slowing since spring “and it’s 
just becoming more and more apparent.”

Too many homes are sitting on the 
market without offers, because buyers 
view them as overpriced or the properties 
lack the preparation to stand out in a more 
crowded field of  houses listed for sale, real 
estate agents said.

The median price of  a single-family 
home last month hovered at $660,000, a 

decline of  less than 1 percent from August. 
That represented a nearly 7 percent 
increase from a year ago, but was below 
the record median price of  $700,000 set in 
June.

Agents said the first half  of  the year 
marked the peak in county home pric-
es. Indeed, median sales prices the past 
three months lagged those of  the first six 
months of  the year. 

“We know we’re at the top because it’s 
behind us,” said Trish McCall, an agent 
with Keller Williams in Santa Rosa. She 

ISTANBUL — President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan swept into 
Ankara’s wood-paneled Parlia-
ment on Tuesday to level his 
most direct attack yet against 

Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman of  Saudi Arabia, accus-
ing his government of  planning 
the “savage murder” and muti-
lation of  dissident writer Jamal 
Khashoggi.

Hours later, Crown Prince 
Mohammed bounded into the 
gilded conference hall of  the 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Riyadh to a 
standing ovation from scores of  
oil executives, bankers and oth-
er businessmen who had risked 
association with scandal over 

the killing of  Khashog-
gi for a chance to profit 
from the kingdom’s vast 
wealth.

“More people, more 
money,” the crown 
prince told reporters, pronounc-
ing the event a success despite 
the withdrawal of  dozens of  
speakers and the pleas of  many 
businessmen for him to spare 
them embarrassment by calling 
it off.

Their competing stage shows 

on Tuesday were the 
latest salvos in an in-
creasingly high-stakes 
battle that no longer ap-
pears to leave either one 
room for retreat, pitting 

against each other two U.S. al-
lies who have each aspired to be 
the leader of  their region.

In Washington, President 
Donald Trump made his stron-
gest criticism yet of  his Saudi 
ally. He pronounced the lat-
est official Saudi account of  

Khashoggi’s disappearance — 
that he was strangled to death 
by accident during an attempt 
to persuade him to come home 
— “the worst cover-up ever.” He 
had deemed it “credible” just a 
few days before.

In its first punitive response 
in the three weeks since the dis-
appearance, the administration 
said it would revoke the visas 
of  21 Saudis suspected of  killing 

Erdogan accuses Saudi 
government of plotting 
to kill journalist
By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK 
AND CARLOTTA GALL
NEW YORK TIMES
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Former Rohnert Park 
sergeant, others to testify 
in civil rights lawsuit
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Saudi prince’s 
appearance 
creates stir at 
conference / B1

They had often gotten away 
with it for years, and for those 
they harassed, it seemed as if  
the perpetrators would never 
pay any consequences. Then 
came the report that detailed 
Harvey Weinstein’s sexual as-
saults and harassment, and his 

fall from Hollywood’s heights.
A year later, even as the #Me-

Too movement meets a crack-
ling backlash, it’s possible to 
take some stock of  how the 
Weinstein case has changed the 
corridors of  power. 

A New York Times analysis 
has found that, since the pub-
lishing of  the exposé (followed 
days later by a New Yorker in-
vestigation), at least 200 prom-
inent men have lost their jobs 
after public allegations of  sex-
ual harassment. A few, includ-
ing Weinstein, face criminal 
charges. At least 920 people 

were reportedly subjected to 
sexual misconduct by someone 
on the list. And nearly half  of  
the men who have been replaced 
were succeeded by women.

In the year preceding the 
Weinstein report, by contrast, 
fewer than 30 high-profile peo-
ple made the news for resigning 
or being fired after public accu-
sations of  sexual misconduct. 
The downfall of  Fox host Bill 
O’Reilly in April 2017 turned out 
to have been just a foreshock of  
the changes to come.

Tallying impact of #MeToo
200 or more men lost 
jobs over misconduct; 
women replaced many
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The #MeToo social movement facilitated the downfall of Hollywood 
producer Harvey Weinstein. A report in which several women came 
forward detailed Weinstein’s history of sexual assaults and harassment.


