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MAUREEN O’HARA DIES: 
The actress starred in  
some of  the most beloved 
movies of  Hollywood’s  
Golden Age. / A3

ENGAGING KIDS 
WITH SCIENCE 
Hundreds of young minds explore exhibits at 
Sonoma County Fairgrounds Empire News

BANKING ON THE UPSTARTS
Live Oak lends to brewers, more Business

HUMOR FOR HALLOWEEN
Clever ideas for costumes Sonoma Living

KENT PORTER / /The Press Democrat

DRIED UP: Tule elk congregate Tuesday on the exposed bed of Lake Pillsbury, depleted by the drought, in Lake County. See more photos at pressdemocrat.com

Will El Niño help?

With North Coast aching for relief from state’s 
prolonged dry spell, wet forecast raising hopes

Battered by a historic drought that 
has fed raging wildfires, shrunk 
reservoirs and prompted water 

curtailments and conservation man-
dates, Californians are yearning for 
relief.

It can only come from the skies, and 
now, with winter on its way, the ques-
tion on the minds of  more than 38 mil-
lion Golden State residents is: Can El 
Niño, the weather phenomenon named 
for the Christ child, deliver meteorolog-
ical salvation across the land, from the 
arid south to the normally damp north?

For the North Bay, where that answer 
is still highly anticipated, a shortfall 
on the wet forecast may not portend an 
immediately deepening disaster, as it 
could for much of  the rest of  the state. 

The region draws its water from the 
Russian River and local wells, indepen-
dent from the Sierra Nevada snowpack 
— the lowest in recorded history last 
winter — and the state’s major res-
ervoirs, now 70 percent to 90 percent 
empty. 

The North Bay’s major reservoir, 
Lake Sonoma, with a two-to-three-year 
supply when full, remains at more than 

70 percent of  its capacity. 
Just an average amount of  rainfall 

over the next six months in Santa Rosa 
— about 36 inches — would go a long 
way toward topping off that supply and 
other local reservoirs, significantly eas-
ing drought in the region, if  not ending 
it, said managers of  the Sonoma County 
Water Agency, the primary source of  
water for 600,000 North Bay customers. 

“If  we could get that, we’d be doing 
OK,” said Pam Jeane, the Water Agen-
cy’s assistant general manager. 

To make up for its accumulated defi-
cit from the four-year drought, Santa 
Rosa would need an additional 30 inches 
— a soaking that would flirt with or 
break records but also risk significant 
damage if  it came in a single season.

Water managers are wary of  that 
possibility.

“It would be great if  we could get 
more, but we don’t want it all at once,” 
Jeane said.

In Valley Ford, beef  and cattle ranch-
er Joe Pozzi would like rain to fall soon, 
greening his pastures while the soil 
is still warm and continuing through 
spring, replenishing farm ponds. That 
would be ideal, he said, “but at this 
point, we’ll take whatever we can get.”

TURN TO DROUGHT, PAGE A9

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

How much more rain 
does California need?
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Drought-relieving rainfall totals are 
defined by the percentage of normal 
rainfall needed by September 2016. The 
percentage would allow each region to 
rise out of the bottom 20 percent of 
five-year accumulated rainfall.
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 ■How the 23 El Niño events since 1950 

have played out for the North Coast / A9

LIVING WITH DROUGHT

Mexico spared wrath of storm

Obama 
urges less 
testing in 
schools

Faced with mounting and bi-
partisan opposition to increased 
and often high-stakes testing in 
the nation’s public schools, the 
Obama administration declared 
Saturday that the push had gone 
too far, acknowledged its own 
role in the proliferation of  tests, 
and urged schools to step back 
and make exams less onerous 
and more purposeful.

Specifically, the administra-
tion called for a cap on assess-
ment so that no child would 
spend more than 2 percent of  
classroom instruction time tak-
ing tests. It called on Congress 
to “reduce over-testing” as it 
reauthorizes the federal legisla-
tion governing the nation’s pub-
lic elementary and secondary 
schools.

“I still have no question that 
we need to check at least once a 
year to make sure our kids are 
on track or identify areas where 

Reconsideration afoot on 
two-decade push that began 
during Bush administration 

By KATE ZERNIKE
NEW YORK TIMES

CHAMELA, Mexico — Just 
a day after menacing Mexico 
as one of  history’s strongest 
storms, Hurricane Patricia left 
surprisingly little damage in 
its wake Saturday and quickly 
dissipated into a low-pressure 
system that posed little threat 

beyond heavy rain.
The hurricane’s most powerful 

punch landed on a sparsely pop-
ulated stretch of  Mexico’s Pacific 
Coast before the system crashed 
into mountains that sapped its 
potentially catastrophic force. 
The popular beach city of  Puerto 
Vallarta and the port of  Manza-
nillo were spared the brunt of  
the violent weather.

Authorities were still check-
ing on some isolated areas, 
where roads had been blocked 
by downed trees, but the dev-
astation appeared to be far less 
than feared.

There were no reports of  
deaths or injuries, said Roberto 
Lopez Lara, interior secretary 
for the state of  Jalisco. Later, 
President Enrique Pena Nieto 
reported that between 3,000 and 
3,500 homes had been damaged 
and the storm also affected 
about 8,650 acres of  farmland. 
He said 235,000 people had lost 
electricity when the storm hit, 
and about half  had power re-
stored by Saturday.

It was a remarkable outcome, 
considering that Patricia had 
once been a Category 5 hur-

Menacing Hurricane Patricia 
slams sparsely inhabited 
stretch, dumps heavy rain

By CHRISTOPHER SHERMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TURN TO OBAMA, PAGE A5

TURN TO MEXICO, PAGE A6

INSIDE
Soaked parts of 
Texas brace for 
flash flooding 
as hurricane 
remnants merge 
with an existing 
storm / A8

A family looks 
at the damage 
from Hurricane 
Patricia in 
El Naranjo, 
Mexico. 
ADRIANA ZEHBRAUSKAS 
New York Times
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prickettsnursery.com • Open Daily 9am - 5:30pm 

SANTA ROSA
5855 Sonoma Hwy 
707-539-3030

HEALDSBURG
12950 Old Redwood Hwy
707-433-8904

Two New locations!

We have M VED!
Come Grow with us at our new locations
on Hwy 12 at Melita Rd and in Healdsburg
Same great selection of quality plants, superior 

customer service & excellent weekly sales.

This week take…

25% Off
All Plants-1gal & larger &

All Home & Garden Decor!


