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Fourth-grader Violet Meyer runs past graffiti that has been covered up on the Cali Calmecac Language Academy campus, in Windsor on Monday.

Words as weapons

Staff at a Spanish-language immersion school in 
Windsor found their campus marred early Monday 
by graffiti bearing the anti-immigrant message “Build 
the wall higher” and numerous references to Donald 
Trump. 

Jeanne Acuna, principal of  Cali Calmecac Language 
Academy, said a custodian arrived about 6 a.m. and 
found graffiti on buildings, walls, doors, garbage can 
lids and elsewhere. Aside from the phrase about the 
wall, a reference to the Republican presidential nomi-
nee’s plans to prevent immigrants from coming to the 
country illegally, the majority of  the graffiti involved 
Trump’s name painted in various spots, Acuna said.

About 75 percent of  the more than 1,100 students at 

Anti-immigrant, pro-Trump messages left 
at school offering some classes in Spanish
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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WINDSOR » GRAFFITI AT CALI CALMECAC

JEANNE ACUNA

Vandals attacked Cali Calmecac Language Academy in Windsor leaving  
anti-immigrant graffiti on Monday.

SMART 
trains 
told to 
‘shush’

At Redwood Montessori School 
in Penngrove, teachers have given 
up trying to keep children from 
running to the windows to watch 
trains go by.

The green-and-gray trains, op-
erated by the Sonoma-Marin Area 
Rail Transit authority, roll past 
the Main Street school several 
times a day, horns blaring as they 
cross the intersection with Wood-
ward Avenue.

 “We’re excited for it to go by, 
but it would be nice if  it was qui-
eter,” said teacher Laura Porter. 
“Especially during nap time.”

She may get her wish. Sonoma 
County officials have taken initial 
steps to establish so-called quiet 
zones at nearly a dozen rail cross-
ings in unincorporated areas, 
including at the downtown Penn-
grove intersection. 

It’s the latest effort in Sonoma 
and Marin counties to limit the 
sound of SMART horns, which 
are designed for safety but have 
become a nuisance for many liv-
ing and working along the rail 
line. 

SMART’s passenger service 
is still months away, but already 
the trains are a familiar sight and 
sound along the initial 43-mile 
segment. That includes at 10 pub-
lic crossings in unincorporated 
areas of Sonoma County that are 
on the list of  locations where offi-
cials may seek to designate quiet 
zones.

Such zones prohibit train engi-
neers from sounding horns except 
in limited circumstances, includ-
ing when a vehicle, person or ani-
mal is on the track or when cross-
ing gates are not functioning.

The crossings in unincorporat-
ed Sonoma County extend from 
Airport Boulevard outside Santa 
Rosa south to Ely Road near Pet-
aluma. An 11th crossing, at Avia-
tion Boulevard south of Windsor 
where passenger trains are not 
initially scheduled to operate, 
might also be included in the lo-
cations where the county seeks to 
dampen horn sounds.

David Rabbitt, a Sonoma Coun-
ty supervisor and SMART direc-
tor, expressed reservations in 
early August about communities 
seeking quiet zones over concerns 
such crossings may be less safe or 
increase the county’s liability for 
crashes.

But Rabbitt now is spearhead-
ing the county’s possible move to 
establish such zones, saying he’s 
heard from more and more peo-
ple who are bothered by the train 
horns.
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Lawmakers seek 
debt waiver for 
military vets

WASHINGTON — The California National 
Guard told the state’s members of  Congress two 
years ago that the Pentagon was trying to claw 
back re-enlistment bonuses from thousands of  
soldiers, and even offered a proposal to mitigate 
the problem, but Congress took no action, accord-
ing to a senior National Guard official.

The official added that improper bonuses had 
been paid to National Guard members in every 
state, raising the possibility that many more sol-
diers may owe large debts to the Pentagon.

“This is a national issue and affects all states,” 
Andreas Mueller, the chief  of  federal policy for 
the California Guard, wrote in an email to the 
state’s congressional delegation Monday. Atten-
tion had focused on California because it was 
“the only state that audited” bonus payments at 
the height of  the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
he added.

The Los Angeles Times reported Saturday that 
the Pentagon has been demanding repayment 
of  enlistment bonuses — which often reached 
$15,000 or more — from thousands of  California 
Guard soldiers, many of  whom had served multi-
ple combat tours in Iraq and Afghanistan. Audits 
completed last month concluded that 9,700 Cal-

By DAVID CLOUD AND SARAH WIRE
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ENLISTMENT BONUSES » 9,700 state 
National Guard members affected

Trump claim: ‘I believe 
we’re actually winning’

ST. AUGUSTINE, Florida — A defiant 
Donald Trump blamed his campaign 
struggles on “phony polls” from the 
“disgusting” media on Monday, fighting 
to energize his most loyal supporters as 
his path to the presidency shrinks.

With just 14 days until the election, the 
Republican nominee campaigned in bat-

tleground Florida as his team conceded 
publicly as well as privately that crucial 
Pennsylvania may be slipping away to 
Democrat Hillary Clinton. That would 
leave him only a razor-thin pathway to 
the 270 electoral votes needed to win the 
White House on Nov. 8.

Despite continued difficulties with 
women and minorities, Trump refuses 
to soften his message in the campaign’s 
final days to broaden his coalition. Yet he 
offered an optimistic front in the midst 
of  a three-day tour through Florida as 
thousands began voting there in person.

“I believe we’re actually winning,” 

Republican 
presidential 
candidate 
Donald 
Trump 
speaks Mon-
day during 
a meeting 
with local 
farmers in 
Boynton 
Beach, 
Florida
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CAMPAIGN 2016 »  Republican  
strikes defiant tone despite 
signs Clinton is locking up race
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