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Ex-RP 
sergeant 
defends 
search

SAN FRANCISCO — Three 
Rohnert Park police officers de-
fending themselves in a federal 
civil rights case brought by a 
local family accusing them of  
conducting an illegal, warrant-
less search of  their home in 
2014 testified Wednesday their 
actions were 
lawful and rou-
tine.

One key ele-
ment revealed 
was not in 
the planned 
search. With 
Officers Dave 
Rodriguez and 
Matthew Sno-
dgrass at the 
front door, former Sgt. Brendon 
Jacy Tatum — who resigned in 
June amid an investigation into 
his policework — hung back 
as the so-called “catch officer” 
watching his partners’ backs 
and for the possibility a suspect 
might run out a back door. 

But instead of  waiting by a 
side gate as he’d told his fellow 
officers he would do, Tatum 
went around to the back of  the 
house, according to the trial 
testimony. He walked through 
an open door with his gun 
drawn and headed toward the 
kitchen, holstering his weapon 

Couple claims officers  
violated constitutional 
rights with 2014 actions
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Woman 
hit, killed 
by truck

A former preschool teacher 
was fatally struck by a truck 
Tuesday night while crossing 
a west Santa 
Rosa street, at 
the same inter-
section where a 
homeless man 
was killed last 
month after he 
was run over 
twice.

Jennell Ma-
rie Davies, 39, 
of  Santa Rosa 
was walking east from the Ol-
iver’s Market shopping center 
at about 9:50 p.m. when a Chevy 
pickup hit her at the Stony 
Point and Occidental roads 
crosswalk, police said. Several 
witnesses called 911 to report 
the incident.

Police said the pickup was 

By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Pipe bombs were sent to several prominent 
Democrats, including former President 
Barack Obama and former Secretary of  

State Hillary Clinton, setting off an intense inves-
tigation on Wednesday into whether figures vili-
fied by the right were being targeted.

From Washington to New York to Florida to Los 
Angeles, the authorities inter-
cepted a wave of  crudely built 
devices in manila envelopes.

In the center of  Manhattan, 
the Time Warner Center, an el-
egant office and shopping com-
plex, was evacuated because of  
a pipe bomb sent to CNN, which 

has its New York offices there. It was addressed 
to John Brennan, a critic of  President Donald 
Trump who served as Obama’s CIA director.

None of  the devices harmed anyone, and it was 
not immediately clear whether any of  them could 
have. One law enforcement official said investiga-
tors were examining the possibility that they were 
hoax devices that were constructed to look like 
bombs but would not have exploded.

The FBI said the devices were similar to one 
found Monday at the home of  George Soros, the 
billionaire philanthropist and liberal donor, in a 
New York City suburb.

Coming less than two weeks before the midterm 
elections, the discovery of  the pipe bombs rever-
berated across a country already on edge, stirring 
anew questions about whether political discourse 
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New York City police officers gather outside the Time Warner Center on Wednesday after an explosive package was delivered to CNN’s offices in 
New York. A police bomb squad with a bomb disposal truck, background left, responded and the newsroom was evacuated.

Bombs in envelopes 
jolt a divided nation 

By WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM
NEW YORK TIMES

TAIMY ALVAREZ / SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 

Above, a bomb-
defusing robot is 
sent into Rep. Debbie 
Wasserman Schultz’s 
office building in 
Sunrise, Florida, on 
Wednesday.
At left, the device 
delivered to CNN’s 
New York offices was 
addressed to former 
CIA Director John 
Brennan.
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