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GAME ONE GOES 
TO THE INDIANS »  
The Cubs’ Jon 
Lester couldn’t 
keep up with 
Cleveland’s 
Corey Kluber.   C1

NO EASY  
DECISION »  
It is down to 
three finalists for 
Sebastopol’s first 
commissioned 
artwork.   A3

Hand count for rent control petitions

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG/ THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Golden State Warriors Stephen Curry and Kevin Durant glance up at the scoreboard Tuesday as they 
fall behind the San Antonio Spurs, during their game in Oakland.

A bumpy beginning

The day had finally come.
For fans of  the Golden State 

Warriors, stung by June’s bitter 
loss to LeBron James’ Cleveland Cav-
aliers in the NBA Finals, Tuesday’s 
season opener couldn’t arrive soon 
enough.

Last season, the Warriors set a 
league record with 73 regular-season 
victories, only to have it end in a thud 
as the team frittered away a 3-games-
to-1 lead in the Finals. They lost the 
seventh and deciding game on their 
home floor in nightmare fashion, 
failing to make a basket in the final 4 
minutes and 39 seconds.

Instead of  licking their wounds, the 
Warriors’ management threw caution 
to the wind, and shed several key 
players. They reloaded, adding super-
star forward Kevin Durant, the NBA’s 
most valuable player in 2013-14, who 
announced in July he’d be coming 
to Oakland. Durant joined Stephen 
Curry, the MVP the past two seasons, 
as well as All-Stars Klay Thompson 
and Draymond Green.

The new Warriors are a dream 
team, a team some experts think 
has the best roster in league history, 
a certain contender for the league 
championship.

Tuesday represented a new be-
ginning, a chance to wash away the 
horrible taste of  last June’s collapse.

Before the game, lines of  cars 
snaked around Oracle Arena’s pe-
rimeter more than three hours before 
tipoff. As the new starting lineup took 
the floor, Oracle lived up to its Roara-
cle nickname.

But then they had to play basket-
ball, and the Warriors were blown 
out by the San Antonio Spurs, losing 
129-100. The lopsided outcome proved 
that winning a championship will 
take more than a roster full of  All-
Stars. The Warriors will certainly 
win more games than they lose, but 
Tuesday night showed they have 
work to do.

Last fall, the Warriors opened the 
season with 24 consecutive victories. 
This season’s squad will suit up Fri-
day night in New Orleans hoping to 
avoid a two-game losing streak.

Sonoma County elections officials say 
they will need to conduct a full review of  
the signatures gathered in the petition 
drive to overturn Santa Rosa’s new rent 
control law, a delay that will leave the 
contentious issue in limbo through late 
December. 

After initially concluding Oct. 14 that 

opponents submitted enough valid sig-
natures to force a referendum on rent 
control, the Registrar of  Voters now says 
after further review that it’s too close to 
call and a full hand count is required. 

“We made an error,” Bill Rousseau, 
the county clerk and registrar of  vot-
ers, said Tuesday. “It was our error and 
we caught it, and the city of  Santa Rosa 
caught it as well.”

The reversal caps nearly two weeks of  
back-and-forth discussions between city 
and county officials over whether the 
12,524 signatures submitted by paid peti-
tion gatherers funded by real estate in-
dustry interests were sufficient to force 

the City Council to either repeal the law 
or send the issue to voters.

If  enough signatures are validated, 
the delay will hand the decision about 
whether to repeal the rent control law 
to a new City Council. That means the  
Nov. 8 vote still could affect the city’s 
rent control law, which remains sus-
pended pending the validation process 
and potential referendum.

The city received five boxes of  peti-
tions on Sept. 26, and, lacking the staff or 
expertise to count them, asked the coun-
ty registrar for help. 

In addition to the boxes, the city turned 
over to elections officials letters from 151 

people who requested their names be re-
moved from the petition, most of  whom 
claimed they were duped into signing 
the petition by gatherers who mischar-
acterized the effort. 

Those 151 people proved to be a curve 
ball for elections officials.

“This is the first time people had with-
drawn their names from a petition, at 
least in these numbers,” Rousseau said. 

The withdrawal requests were tricky 
because elections officials at that stage 
weren’t counting every signature, but 
doing a statistical analysis meant to 

FULL REVIEW » Signature 
irregularities delay decision, 
make estimates unsatisfactory
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129-100 defeat shows winning 
a championship will take 
more than a roster of All-Stars

Donald Trump

Trump 
halts 
GOP 
events 

TALLAHASSEE — Donald 
Trump’s campaign said Tues-
day that it has scheduled no 
more big-money fundraising 
events to benefit the Republican 
Party, another sign of  the GOP 
nominee’s struggling campaign 
and a serious blow to the party’s 
get-out-the-vote operations with 
less than two weeks to go until 
Election Day.

The consequences of  halting 
major fundraisers will com-
pound the challenges facing a 
candidate and a party already 
straining to match Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton’s much 
larger and better-financed oper-
ation. Unlike Clinton, who has 
an extensive turnout operation 
of  her own, Trump and many 
other GOP candidates down the 
ballot are relying heavily on the 
Republican National Committee 
to bring voters to the polls.

In another sign of  unexpect-
ed weakness, Trump also an-
nounced that Indiana Gov. Mike 
Pence, the GOP vice-presiden-
tial nominee, will pay a visit 
Wednesday to Utah, where polls 
show Trump is at risk of  losing 
the once reliably Republican 
state.

CAMPAIGN 2016 » No 
more fundraisers serious 
blow to Republicans
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WASHINGTON POST
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Big debate about Shakespeare’s works settled by research

For many, many years, schol-
ars have wondered whether 
William Shakespeare’s plays 
were actually written by Shake-
speare, or at least if  they were 

written solely by the man we 
now colloquially refer to as the 
Bard.

Although the arguments 
about his authorship have raged 
for two centuries, his plays have 
been printed and reprinted and 
reprinted again, bearing his 
name. Now, for the first time and 
with a bit of  help from comput-
ers and big data, the Oxford Uni-
versity Press will add Christo-
pher Marlowe as a co-author in 
all three “Henry VI” plays (Parts 

1, 2 and 3).
Marlowe was a contemporary 

and, some say, rival of  Shake-
speare’s. As the Poetry Founda-
tion put it, “The achievement of  
Christopher Marlowe, poet and 
dramatist, was enormous — sur-
passed only by that of  his exact 
contemporary, Shakespeare.”

Rivals though they may have 
been, scholars have long thought 
Shakespeare might have collab-
orated with Marlowe, among 
other contemporary writers.

After all, as the New York 
Times noted, playwriting then 
was structured much the way 
scriptwriting is today — an 
author received an advance to 
write an outline, then the the-
ater that owned the outline 
would hire different writers to 
fill in different parts, depending 
on what they wrote well (the way 
comedian Patton Oswalt, for ex-
ample, might be called in to add 
jokes to a finished script).

“Shakespeare, like other ge-

niuses, recognized the value 
of  other people,” Gary Taylor, 
a professor at Florida State 
University and one of  the edi-
tors who led the research, told 
the Associated Press. “What is 
Shakespeare famous for? Writ-
ing dialogue — interactions 
between two people. You would 
expect in his life there would be 
dialogue with other people.”

To find out if  collaboration 

By TRAVIS M. ANDREWS
THE WASHINGTON POST
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COLLABORATION » 
Marlowe to be added as 
co-author of ‘Henry VI’


