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Workers entered a locked-
down fire zone in Santa Rosa 
last week with an excavator and 
dump trucks and began demol-
ishing a Fountaingrove senior 
care facility before the ruins 
had been searched for bodies 
and toxic materials, according 
to city and county officials.

Santa Rosa police halted the 
work at Oakmont of  Villa Ca-
pri the day after it began Oct. 17 
without necessary clearance 
from the city, according to offi-
cials with the Santa Rosa Fire 
Department and county Depart-
ment of  Health Services. The 
agencies are investigating the 
demolition and debris removal.

The investigation follows sep-
arate probes launched by the 
state into evacuations at three 
Oakmont Senior Living facili-
ties during the fire — Villa Ca-
pri, Oakmont of  Varenna and 
Fountaingrove Lodge. Only Vil-
la Capri burned down.

Authorities did not have a 
chance to search for human 
remains in the rubble of  Villa 
Capri, most of  which was gone 
when they halted work on the 
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An EPA hazardous materials survey team member checks debris in Santa Rosa’s Coffey Park neighborhood for radiation and toxins Wednesday. 
Working in pairs and wearing white Tyvek suits, below, EPA teams began examining areas across the North Bay destroyed by the recent wildfires.  

EPA crews descend 
to sift blaze debris 

Cleanup 
of care 
facility 
probed

Like astronauts exploring an alien 
world, members of  an Environ-
mental Protection Agency survey 

team walked fire-ravaged Coffey Park on 
Wednesday afternoon searching for traces 
of  foul air.

Working in pairs and wearing white 
Tyvek suits and other protective gear 
from head to toe, four EPA teams carried 
equipment to detect radiation, mercury 
vapor and organic gases, making their 
way through the ash, rubble and black-
ened trees that used to be a thriving Santa 
Rosa neighborhood.

Teams were also surveying burned ar-
eas in Soda Canyon and Silverado in Napa 
County as the cleanup from the most de-
structive wildfire in California history — 
with an estimated 6,800 homes destroyed 
in Sonoma County alone — started on a 
quiet note.

Aside from noxious vapors, the two-per-
son teams were also looking for leftover 
household products that are corrosive or 
toxic and could in some cases catch fire 
or explode, such as paints, cleaners, oils, 
batteries and pesticides.

Those items were to be marked for EPA 
collection teams scheduled to start remov-
ing hazardous material Friday, said Tom 
Dunkelman, a Reno-based EPA on-scene 
coordinator assigned to Sonoma County.

“Mostly we’re just making it safe for 
cleanup crews to follow behind these 
guys,” he said, as a survey team walked 

through devastated homesites in the 3400 
block of  Santiago Drive on a bright, sunny 
afternoon with no other sign of  human 
activity.

No information on the results of  the 
Coffey Park surveying was available 

Teams work to detect toxins and radiation in SR’s Coffey Park, elsewhere  
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say clearance wasn’t 
given for rubble removal
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Tax cuts the glue holding GOP together

WASHINGTON — One week 
before they are set to unveil a 
sprawling overhaul of  the feder-
al tax code, Republicans strug-
gled Wednesday with key parts 
of  their plan, reigniting a fight 

over retirement savings and rac-
ing to cut a deal with lawmakers 
from high-tax states before a 
critical budget vote today in the 
House.

The challenges — and the 
dogged effort to resolve them 
on Capitol Hill — highlight the 
increased importance of  the tax 
issue for a fractured party des-

perate for a legislative victory.
The prospect of  a 

once-in-a-generation bill to cut 
taxes on businesses and indi-
viduals increasingly appears 
to be the best hope for a party 
anxious to find common ground 
and advance an effort that it has 
long championed as the pinna-
cle of  Republican orthodoxy. It 

is a bit like having a baby to save 
a failing marriage.

But, like a crying newborn, 
the drafting of  the bill is already 
costing party leaders sleep. 
That was evidenced Wednesday, 
when President Donald Trump 
and a top House Republican 
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Trump 
won’t back 
$16B plan

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
Trump administration pulled 
support Wednesday from Gov. 
Jerry Brown’s ambitious plan to 
build California’s biggest water 
project in decades, casting the 
current form of  the $16 billion 
proposal to build two giant tun-
nels as another unwanted lega-
cy from the Obama era

The comments from a U.S. 
Department of  the Interior 
spokesman marked the first 
public statements by the Trump 
administration on the initiative 
and signaled the latest setback 
for the project that California’s 
79-year-old leader had hoped to 
see launched before he leaves of-
fice next year.

The Obama administration 
gave millions of  dollars for 
planning the tunnels, but “the 
Trump administration did not 
fund the project and chose to not 
move forward with it,” Russell 
Newell, deputy communications 
director for the U.S. Interior 
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STATE WATER TUNNELS

would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation and gratitude to the Red Cross, First Responders and Cal Fire
for working to keep our friends and families safe during the wildfires.

As our community comes together to serve all those affected by the fires, here at Twin Pine we hope to be a place of refuge.
The Middletown Rancheria and Twin Pine Casino are an integral part of our community.

The community is our extended family and we will do everything we can to support our family during this time of need.
Our thoughts are with our guests, friends and families affected by the fires.


