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Google 
shielded 
senior 
official

SAN FRANCISCO — Google 
gave Andy Rubin, the creator 
of  Android mobile software, a 
hero’s farewell when he left the 
company in October 2014.

“I want to wish Andy all 
the best with 
what’s next,” 
Larry Page, 
Google’s then-
chief  executive, 
said in a pub-
lic statement. 
“With Android 
he created 
something tru-
ly remarkable 
— with a bil-
lion-plus happy 
users.”

What Google 
did not make 
public was that 
an employee 
had accused 
Rubin of  sexual 
misconduct. The woman, with 
whom Rubin had been having 
an extramarital relationship, 
said he coerced her into per-
forming oral sex in a hotel room 
in 2013, according to two compa-
ny executives with knowledge 
of  the episode. Google investi-
gated and concluded her claim 
was credible, said the people, 
who spoke on the condition they 
not be named, citing confidenti-
ality agreements. Page asked for 
his resignation.

Google could have fired Rubin 

RP couple testify search was illegal

SAN FRANCISCO — Edgar Perez 
was an absent son, a drug user who 
had admitted to family he was addict-
ed to methamphetamine, his stepfa-
ther Raul Barajas testified Thursday 
in a federal civil rights trial against 
Rohnert Park police. 

Perez disappeared sometimes for 

days or months, before turning up 
again to sleep on the couch at his 
family’s Santa Barbara Drive home 
in Rohnert Park. He didn’t have a bed-
room there, but Perez listed his fami-
ly’s house as his address after he was 
jailed in 2010 for felony drug posses-
sion and sentenced to probation. 

So on Nov. 4, 2014, that’s where 
three Rohnert Park police officers 
came looking for Perez, then 35, to 

conduct a routine probation search 
and ensure he was abiding by the 
rules set by Sonoma County Superi-
or Court. Perez was not home when 
the officers arrived, including an em-
battled ex-sergeant, Brendon Jacy 
Tatum, who slipped through a back 
door of  the Santa Barbara Drive 
house with his gun drawn, then hol-
stered the weapon before taking the 
Barajas family by surprise. 

Thursday was the third day of  the 
trial in U.S. District Court in San 
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Elva and Raul Barajas are suing the Rohnert Park 
Department of Public Safety for an alleged violation 
of their constitutional rights when officers, in 2014, 
conducted a search of their home without a warrant.

Lavish deal raises issue 
about how company 
treats sexual misconduct

2014 INCIDENT » Family members tell court after officers 
came looking for absent son, they felt unsafe in own home 

By DAISUKE WAKABAYASHI 
AND KATIE BENNER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Andy
Rubin
Google executive 
was given a 
$90 million exit 
package after 
leaving company 
following a sexual 
misconduct 
allegation

Florida focus of bomb probe

INSIDE
Trump ditches calls 
for unity / A11

Federal authorities investi-
gating a spate of  pipe bombs 
sent this week to several promi-
nent critics of  President Donald 
Trump have turned their atten-
tion toward southern Florida, 
believing that a number of  the 
explosive devices were mailed 

from the area, two people briefed 
on the matter said Thursday.

The focus on Florida came as 
at least three more devices were 
found in Delaware and New 
York, the FBI said Thursday 
morning. Two were addressed 
to former Vice President Joe 
Biden, a Delaware resident, and 
a third to actor Robert De Niro, 
who lives and works in Lower 
Manhattan.

All 10 of  the similar-look-
ing packages discovered since 
Monday bore return addresses 
from Rep. Debbie Wasserman  
Schultz, D-Florida.

In an interview with Fox 
News on Thursday night, U.S. 
Secretary of  Homeland Security 
Kirstjen Nielsen confirmed that 
some of  the packages originated 
in Florida.

The continuing wave of  
bombs has prompted an intense, 
nationwide investigation into 
whether people who have crit-
icized the president and been 
vilified by the right are being 
targeted. Investigators have 
started focusing on Florida be-
cause an analysis of  informa-

ZEROING IN » Some 
packages mailed from 
same area, feds say
BY WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM 
AND ALAN FEUER
NEW YORK TIMES
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A New York City 
police officer 
packs up gear 
as he clears the 
scene Thursday 
after a report of 
a possible sus-
picious package 
was called in at 
the Time Warner 
Center in New 
York.
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Michelle Petersen brushes the hair of her 19-year-old daughter, Jocelyn, on Tuesday in Santa Rosa. Michelle Petersen and her husband, Jon, use car 
services to take their two children to medical appointments that would be more accessible via a Jennings Avenue pedestrian crossing.

Standoff over footpath 
SANTA ROSA » SMART

The North Bay’s year-old commuter 
rail line and the region’s largest city are 
embroiled in an increasingly entrenched 
public standoff over whether to construct 
a long-planned footpath across the tracks 
in northwest Santa Rosa — a crossing 
sought by the adjacent neighborhoods, 
bicyclists and some of  the train system’s 
most vocal advocates.

Santa Rosa favors the pedestrian and bi-
cycle crossing at Jennings Avenue, a proj-
ect first outlined almost a decade ago and 

endorsed once again by the City Council 
this week. The crossing is meant to restore 
an east-west footpath that dates back to 
at least the early 20th century, according 
to the city, and until it was fenced off by 
SMART in 2015 remained a key communi-
ty connector.

But the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Tran-
sit system, which previously backed the 
ground-level crossing and twice offered 
letters of  support for grant funding to 
build it, abandoned the concept about a 
year ago and has sidestepped any sched-

Impasse after rail agency declares crossing would create a safety problem
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO SMART » PAGE A14

The SMART train passes by Jennings Avenue 
and a sign directing pedestrians to follow a 
detour around the tracks in Santa Rosa.


