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BUDGET DEAL REACHED: 
Congress, White House  
appear to settle fight, come 
to accord that would avert 
default on debt / A3

COHN: As NBA season gets underway, Golden State faces plenty of obstacles Sports

WARRIORS 
AIM TO REPEAT

Processed meat linked to cancer
WHICH MEATS? Processed meats  
include sausages, corned beef, hot dogs, 
jerky, canned meat, meat-based sauces, 
turkey and chicken cold cuts and bacon. 
Red meat includes beef, veal, pork, 
lamb, mutton, horse and goat.
WHICH CANCERS? For processed 
meat, the carcinogen label was related 
to colorectal cancer and an association 
was found to stomach cancer. For red 
meat, data pointed to associations with 
colorectal, pancreatic, prostate cancers.
INSIDE: Hot dog, processed meat 
industry unfazed by new report / C6 

Sonoma 
County 
BEST 

in limbo

Sonoma County BEST, a pri-
vate-public economic develop-
ment effort created in the after-
math of  the Great Recession, 
faces an uncertain future as a 
result of  a split between those 
who want the organization to 
become independent and those 
who want it to remain under 
the auspices of  the Santa Rosa 
Chamber of  Commerce.

The dispute reached a tipping 
point last week when the cham-
ber’s executive board recom-
mended on 10-1 vote to suspend 
the BEST board of  directors and 
end its search for a new execu-
tive director. The recommenda-
tion, which would keep BEST 
as a division of  the chamber, 
will go before the chamber’s full 
board for approval today.

 BEST — short for Building 
Economic Success Together — 
has been in limbo for much of  
this year. It has been without 
an executive director for near-
ly nine months after Carolyn 
Stark left in January to become 
head of  Sonoma County Vint-
ners, a trade group representing 
more than 170 wineries and affil-
iated businesses. One candidate 
to replace Stark turned down 
the post in May for a better of-
fer. The group has only one em-
ployee and faces losing $100,000 
in annual funding from Sonoma 
County, which is approximately 
20 percent of  its annual budget, 
said Jonathan Coe, president 
of  the Santa Rosa Chamber of  
Commerce. Overall, Sonoma 
County has provided $400,000 to 
BEST since its inception.

Launched in 2011, BEST also 
faced continuing questions 

SR Chamber to vote today 
on future of private-public  

economic development effort

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

A research division of  the 
World Health Organization an-
nounced on Monday that bacon, 
sausage and other processed 
meats cause cancer and that red 
meat probably does, too.

The report by the influen-
tial group stakes out one of  the 

most aggressive stances against 
meat taken by a major health or-
ganization, and it is expected to 
face stiff criticism in the United 
States.

The WHO findings were draft-
ed by a panel of  22 international 
experts who reviewed decades of  
research on the link between red 
meat, processed meats and can-
cer. The panel reviewed animal 
experiments, studies of  human 
diet and health, and cell process-
es that could explain how red 
meat might cause cancer.

But the panel’s decision was 
not unanimous, and by raising 

concerns about the lethality of  
a food that anchors countless 
American meals, it will be con-
troversial.

The $95 billion U.S. beef  in-
dustry has been preparing for 
months to mount a response, 
and some scientists (includ-
ing some unaffiliated with the 
meat industry) have questioned 
whether the evidence is sub-
stantial enough to draw the 
strong conclusion that the WHO 
panel did.

In reaching its conclusion, 
the panel sought to quantify the 

World Health Organization 
panel’s report says red meat 

also increases risk

By PETER WHORISKEY
WASHINGTON POST
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PAYING FOR MORE THAN PUMPKINS: Stephen Murphy and Desaree Groves photograph Stephen Murphy, 2, at the Santa Rosa Pumpkin Patch on Monday. 
Murphy paid $18 so his son could participate in the hayride, jumpy house, corn and hay mazes and other attractions at the patch. 

Halloween Dollars

Pumpkins, costumes and candy are big business in Sonoma County and beyond 
  with Americans spending $6.9 billion on the spooky holiday this year

Halloween has become big business in 
Sonoma County, where shoppers are 
pouring into costume shops, pumpkin 

patches and grocery stores to prepare for the 
big night Saturday.

Americans will spend $6.9 billion this year 
on Halloween, according to projections by 
the National Retail Federation. The average 
person celebrating is expected to spend 
$74.34 on candy, decorations and costumes this 
year, down slightly from last year, according 
to an annual survey by the trade group.

Disguise the Limit, a costume shop in Santa 
Rosa’s Old Courthouse Square, generates 
nearly a third of  its profits during the Hallow-
een shopping season, owner Suzanne McLen-
nan said Monday. While business is down 
from pre-Internet days, people still spend 
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By ARIANA REGUZZONI
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

SHOPPING FOR A COSTUME: Andre Zepeda of Rohnert Park tries on 
costume hats Monday at Disguise the Limit in Santa Rosa in preparation 
for an upcoming Halloween party. 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Authorities in 
Pakistan and neighboring Afghanistan 
intensified rescue and relief  operations 
today in rugged, earthquake-affected ar-
eas as the death toll rose to at least 270.

Monday’s 7.5-magnitude quake was 
centered deep beneath the Hindu Kush 
mountains in Afghanistan’s sparsely 
populated Badakhshan province, which 
borders Pakistan, Tajikistan and China, 
the U.S. Geological Survey said.

Pakistani government official Amir 
Afaq said Tuesday that civil and military 
authorities had reached the remote, im-
poverished areas in the country’s north-
west to help the quake victims. “We are 
transporting tents, medicines and other 
items to quake-hit areas,” he said. The 
quake damaged nearly 2,000 homes in the 
area, he said.

Troops and military doctors had 
reached the quake zone and were en-
gaged in rescue work, Pakistani army 
spokesman Lt. Gen. Asil Saleem Bajwa 
said.

The quake shook buildings in the Af-
ghan capital of  Kabul early Monday af-
ternoon for up to 45 seconds, creating 

Rescue effort grows in quake-hit Pakistan, Afghanistan
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By LYNNE O’DONNELL and RIAZ KHAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

At least 270 killed in 7.5 temblor, 
nearly 2,000 homes damaged 

THE MEAT-CANCER WARNING

WHAT WILL 
YOU SPEND?
The average person 
celebrating Halloween 
will spend $74.34  
this year. Here’s the 
breakdown:

$27.33 
Costumes

$23.10 
Candy

$20.34 
Decorations

$3.57 
Greeting cards
Source: National Retail 
Federation

NAVID ALI / Associated Press

A Pakistani and his injured son wait for medical 
help Monday at a hospital in Mingora, Pakistan.


