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CLINTON FOUNDATION: 
Aides at presidential hope-
ful’s charity voice con-
cerns about how donations 
could be perceived / B1

INSIDE

A state appeals court on Wednes-
day reversed the first-degree mur-
der conviction of  a Santa Rosa 
homeless man on grounds his law-
yers were not allowed to present 
expert testimony about transients’ 
heightened sensitivity to threats 

of  violence, thereby limiting his 
self-defense claim.

The ruling could lead to a new 
trial for Vladimir Sotelo-Urena, 34, 
who was convicted of  the Christmas 
Eve 2013 stabbing death of  another 
homeless man, Nicholas Bloom, 22, 
outside the downtown Santa Rosa 
library.

It underscores the idea that home-
less people are more often the vic-
tims of  violent crime and sets legal 
precedent about the use of  expert 
witnesses to describe issues that 
may be deemed common knowledge. 

In their ruling, the justices cited 
other cases of  statewide homeless 
violence, including the killing earli-
er this year of  Josh Clark in a down-
town Santa Rosa park.

“It’s dangerous being homeless,” 
said Kathleen Pozzi, Sonoma Coun-
ty public defender, whose office 
represented Sotelo-Urena at trial. 
“They have a sense of  victimization 
that people who are sheltered don’t 
know about.”

District Attorney Jill Ravitch said 
Wednesday she and state prosecu-
tors were reviewing the ruling to 

decide whether to appeal. 
Sotelo-Urena, originally from Las 

Vegas, had been living on the streets 
of  Santa Rosa for about six months 
and had himself  been a victim of  a 
stabbing about a week earlier when 
he was approached by Bloom, who 
was high on methamphetamine, be-
hind the library.

Bloom asked Sotelo-Urena for a 
cigarette and became belligerent, 
acting as if  he wanted to fight, when 
Sotelo-Urena did not immediately 

Court reverses SR murder conviction 
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HOMELESS AS VICTIMS » 
Ruling says man not given 
complete defense at trial
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Rene Chouteau: 
Judge presid-
ed over the 
trial of Vladimir 
Sotelo-Urena for 
the murder of 
Nicholas Bloom

Demand 
of bonus 
payback 
halted

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon has agreed under pressure 
from Congress to suspend its 
demand that thousands of  Cali-
fornia National Guard veterans 
repay re-enlistment and reten-
tion bonuses given during the 
height of  the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

The bonuses were illegal, 
and Defense Secretary Ashton 
Carter said in a statement that 
“while some soldiers knew or 
should have known they were 
ineligible for benefits they were 
claiming, many others did not.”

Carter said Wednesday the 
Pentagon would put in place a 
new process that “puts as little 
burden as possible on any sol-
dier who received an improper 
payment through no fault of  his 
or her own.”

The Sacramento Bee revealed 
the fraudulent payments in 
2010. The California Guard’s in-
centive manager, retired Master 
Sgt. Toni Jaffe, pleaded guilty in 
2011 to filing false claims.

The Pentagon has been de-
manding repayment of  the in-
centives, which tended to range 
from $15,000 to $20,000 per sol-
dier. The debt is a major hard-
ship for many veterans, who 
said they are being punished 

By SEAN COCKERHAM
LOS ANGELES TIMES

GUARD BENEFITS »  
Program suspended as 
officials seek solutions 
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Linn Eikenberry feeds carrots to her horse, Cricket, on Wednesday at her home along Burbank Avenue in the unincorporated Roseland area, 
where she has lived since 1974. Sonoma County and Santa Rosa struck a deal Wednesday to advance the annexation of Roseland.

Financial deal struck

Santa Rosa and Sonoma Coun-
ty struck a historic financing deal 
Wednesday that paves the way for 
Roseland and four smaller county 
islands to officially become incorpo-
rated into the city. 

The cost-sharing agreement, 
which took more than two years to 
hammer out and had proven a stum-
bling block to past annexation ef-
forts, was hailed as “momentous” by 
Mayor John Sawyer. 

“It’s a very important decision to 
make and one that we did not come to 
lightly,” Sawyer said. “We were able 
to work out an agreement that fit for 
both the county and city in the long 
term.”

Though it still needs approvals by 
the City Council and Board of  Super-
visors, the unanimous vote of  a joint 
subcommittee and congratulatory 
tone of  Wednesday’s meeting suggest 
the agreement will stick and the an-
nexation of  714 acres of  property in 
the city’s southwest area will move 
forward. 

Members of  the committee and 
staff of  both organizations clapped 
and shook hands after the vote and 

praised the hard work and creativity 
needed to reach the deal.

“This is an important milestone,” 
said Supervisor Efren Carrillo, who 
grew up in the heavily Latino Rose-
land neighborhood and represents 
the area on the board. “I’m hopeful 
that we’ve reached common ground.”

He noted that the board that will 
decide whether the city can com-
plete the annexation, the Local Area 
Formation Commission, requires 
agencies proposing annexations to 
demonstrate they have a sustainable 

AFTER  
THE 
ANNEX
Sonoma 
County will 
pay Santa Rosa 
the following 
amounts to help 
provide services 
to Roseland after 
annexation.

 ■ $790,000 in 
one-time costs 
to help the city 
begin providing 
services 

 ■ $500,000 per 
year for 10 years 
to help the city 
offset operating 
costs 

 ■ $660,000 per 
year for 10 years 
to help the city 
upgrade streets. 

 ■ $226,400 annual 
payment to the 
city in perpetuity, 
adjusted annually 
based on the 
property tax base

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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ROSELAND » STEP TOWARD ANNEXATION

County agrees to pay Santa Rosa millions to help pay for city services 

Angel Vigil, left, and his son-in-law, Luis Navarro, carry a truck rack he purchased 
from a neighbor across Burbank Avenue to his home Wednesday in the  
unincorporated Roseland area.


