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Megyn Kelly’s crash in one word: ‘Wow’

The four days that sank Megyn Kel-
ly and sparked a vicious standoff in-
side NBC News began with a simple, 
cheery welcome to her “Today” show 
audience.

“I have to give you a fair warning,” 
Kelly said as the cameras went live at 
9 a.m. Tuesday. “I’m a little fired up 
over Halloween costumes this morn-
ing.”

By day’s end, Kelly — the former 
Fox News anchor whose television 
stardom once looked limitless — was 
in crisis, besieged with criticism for 
wondering aloud on-air why it was in-
appropriate for white people to dress 
up in blackface.

On Friday, NBC announced that 
“Megyn Kelly Today” was no more, as 
the host and network tussled over the 
terms of  her exit.

Such a downfall would have seemed 
unthinkable last year, when Kelly, a 
top-rated cable anchor and breakout 

star of  the 2016 presidential campaign, 
secured an envy-of-the-industry deal 
to join NBC, and to be paid $69 million 
over three years.

But her NBC tenure was hexed from 
the start: She clashed with colleagues 
and management, offended celebrity 
guests and struggled to translate her 
prosecutorial on-air style to the bub-
bly world of  morning TV. Her weak 
ratings lagged those of  the “Today” 
hosts she replaced. NATHAN CONGLETON / NBC

Megyn Kelly on the set of “Megyn Kelly Today” on 
Monday in New York. The show will not return.

By JOHN KOBLIN AND  
MICHAEL M. GRYNBAUM
NEW YORK TIMES
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Volunteers Maria Membrila, front, Brenda Valencia, and Joel Sandoval, right, walk door-to-door Friday to gather support for Measure M off 
Moorland Avenue in Santa Rosa. The Measure M — Parks for All campaign supports a sales tax increase to fund city and county parks.

On the march for parks
VOTE 2018 » Supporters of Measure M canvass Santa Rosa, eager 
to avoid a narrow loss faced by a similar funding measure in 2016

Supporters of  a one-eighth cent sales 
tax that would raise an estimated $115 
million for city and regional parks in 

Sonoma County over 10 years are optimis-
tic less than two weeks from Election Day.

But many remember all too well the ex-
perience of  two years ago when a different 
county parks measure narrowly lost at 
the ballot box. It finished with better than 
65-percent approval, but still 1,100 votes 
shy of  the two-thirds supermajority it 
needed to win.

This proposal, Measure M, was tai-
lored to ensure it reaches the two-thirds 
threshold. It would cost consumers less 

— one-eighth cent for each dollar spent 
vs. one-half  cent in the earlier iteration 
— and it now would improve parks in all 
of  the county’s nine cities, in addition 
to those in the Sonoma County Regional 
Parks system.

Still, nobody is willing to risk the deep 
disappointment of  the last time around, 
so scores of  volunteers are pushing their 
case to voters until the last minute, staff-
ing phone banks, canvassing door to door 
and distributing fliers at public events.

It’s generally accepted that about 1 in 4 
voters automatically rejects any new tax, 
whatever it may be, so every vote is criti-
cal, said former Regional Parks Director 
Caryl Hart, co-chairwoman of  the Yes on 
Measure M campaign.

“Everyone knows this is our last 
chance,” Hart said. “You get, really, two 
tries in this county, and in our mind, this 
is it. This is our moment. For a lot of  rea-
sons, if  it doesn’t pass now, we’re probably 
not going to be able to bring it back.”

Passage of  Measure M would, for the 
first time in Sonoma County history, 
provide a dedicated revenue stream for 
parks such as those that have existed for 
decades in most other Bay Area counties, 
Hart said. It would mean parks no longer 
must compete with public safety, roads 
and other general budgetary expenses for 
development and maintenance work, advo-
cates say.

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Bishop Robert Vasa

Bishop  
to name 
names — 
in 2019

Santa Rosa Bishop Robert  
F. Vasa has pledged to release 
the names of  Catholic priests 
with ties to the diocese who have 
been accused of  sexually abus-
ing children, but said he wants 
to wait until after the holidays 
to join other California bishops 
making similar disclosures. 

Vasa, bishop 
in the sprawl-
ing Santa Rosa 
Diocese for 
the past seven 
years, said he 
expects to re-
veal about 23 
names, many 
already known 
to the public 
because of  lawsuits, settlements 
and other disclosures dating 
back more than 20 years and 
costing the diocese more than 
$29 million.  

“I want to say ultimately as I 
stand before Almighty God, that 
I protected the names of  people 
presumed to be innocent, and 
that I was as transparent as I 
could be for the support of  the 
victims,” he said.

A handful of  those clergymen 
expected to be included will 
not be familiar to local parish-
ioners, most likely because the 
priests were accused long after 

SR diocese to wait until 
holidays are over to list 
priests accused of abuse
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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FEDERAL 
ABUSE PROBE
Department of 
Justice urges 
dioceses not 
to destroy 
documents 
related to abuse  
/ B1

Suspected bomber arrested

An outspoken supporter of  
President Donald Trump from 
South Florida was charged on 
Friday with sending explosive 
packages to at least a dozen of  

the president’s critics, 
apparently bringing to 
a close an attempted 
bombing spree that has 
gripped the country just 
ahead of  the midterm 
elections.

The suspect, Cesar 
Altieri Sayoc Jr., 56, was 
arrested outside a car 
repair shop in the Mi-
ami area after a fast-moving in-
vestigation in which the author-
ities said they were able to pull 

a fingerprint from one 
of  the bomb packages 
and collect Sayoc’s DNA 
from two others.

Sayoc, who seemed to 
be living out of  a van in 
Aventura, Florida, was 
taken into custody on a 
day when four more ex-
plosive packages were 
found, including two 

intended for U.S. senators, both 
Democrats.

A federal criminal complaint 

spells out his contempt for this 
week’s many bomb targets, not-
ing that Sayoc’s van was slath-
ered with images and slogans 
often found on fringe right-wing 
social media accounts.

The complaint identifies a 
Twitter account that authorities 
said he used to rail against Dem-
ocratic figures, and it notes that 
both his social media and the 
bomb packages used the same 
misspelling — “Hilary Clinton” 
— for Trump’s 2016 opponent.

Sayoc also posted frequent-
ly on right-wing social media 
groups, authorities said. On 
Facebook, Sayoc published pho-
tos of  a Trump rally he attend-
ed during the 2016 presidential 
campaign. He was wearing a red 
“Make America Great Again” 
hat.

Of  the four bombs discovered 
Friday, one was addressed to 
Sen. Cory Booker, D-New Jersey;  

Feds say fervant Trump 
loyalist sent explosives 
to president’s critics
By WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM 
AND ALAN FEUER
NEW YORK TIMES
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