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ASTROS TAKE 2-1 LEAD: Houston breaks out 
the bats early and keeps it rolling in win over 
Los Angeles in Game 3 of World Series / C1
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COFFEY PARK CHRONICLES »  
Residents feeling loss in 
many ways after wildfire.  A3

REBUILDING TOPSOIL » How to 
help landscaping dirt recover 
from damage by blazes.  D1

ANALY DOMINATES » Tigers 
continue SCL reign with  
55-13 win over El Molino.  C1

Fraud cases rise after disaster

INSIDE
Mark West Union School District officials say school that was spared 
by wildfire to stay closed because it’s surrounded by toxins / A3
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FIRST DAY BACK: First-grade teacher Leslie Thomas greets her students Friday at Hidden Valley Elementary School in Santa Rosa. The school was among 13 campuses 
of Santa Rosa City Schools that reopened nearly three weeks after the Tubbs fire roared through the city and parts of Hidden Valley. 

Getting back to school
TUBBS FIRE » Laughter, tears, nerves punctuate students’ return  
to studies at other campuses after classrooms are burned down 

It was like the first day of  school 
all over again for Kara Myers’ 
son, Carter, who for the most 

part was all smiles when he took 
to the playground at Hidden Valley 
Elementary School on Friday 
morning.

But the boy, 7, insisted his 
mother stand next to him when 
he got in line with the rest of  his 
second-grade class. It was not his 
regular school, after all.

Carter’s school, Hidden Valley 
Satellite School, was destroyed 
nearly three weeks ago by the dev-
astating Tubbs fire. Its 85 students 
were taken in by Hidden Valley’s 
main campus on Bonita Vista Drive.

“Although this is a new experi-

ence for him, I think he’s comfort-
able because he’s with his class-
mates,” Myers said. “It’s more of  an 
adventure than a scary time.”

On Friday, Santa Rosa City 
Schools reopened 13 of  its 24 cam-
puses closed by the fires. They 
included the district’s elementary 
school sites, as well as Piner and 
Maria Carrillo high schools, Rincon 
Valley Middle School and Santa 
Rosa Accelerated Charter. The 
district plans to open its other 11 
campuses on Monday. Piner Olivet 
and Mark West school districts in 
Santa Rosa and Geyserville schools 
are to reopen campuses on Monday.

At Hidden Valley, the day was 
marked by a range of  emotions, 
from smiles and laughter to parent 

The FBI, with help from the 
Sonoma County District Attor-
ney’s Office, is examining an 
alarming number of  claims for 
federal disaster assistance in 

the wake of  this month’s fires 
using North Bay residents’ So-
cial Security numbers and other 
personal information without 
their knowledge, federal and lo-
cal officials said this week.   

Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency officials said an 
undisclosed number of  dupli-
cate claims have been discov-
ered in the application process 
for local fire victims seeking aid 
after suffering a property loss. 

The claims qualify applicants 
for up to $34,000 in federal disas-
ter grants. 

Some of  the cases could be 
simple mistakes resulting from 
multiple forms filed by the same 
person or for the same address, 
said FEMA spokesman Frank 
Mansell. But, the agency has 
“no doubt” that others have 
been fraudulent, Mansell said.

He could not elaborate on how 
many suspicious claims have 

been flagged by FEMA officials 
for federal investigators out of  
the North Bay.

But nationwide, FEMA is now 
reporting tens of  thousands of  
cases involving duplicate claims 
submitted for disaster assis-
tance, including applications 
filed in the wake of  the North 
Bay wildfires and recent storms 
in Texas and Florida. Those 
cases include claims FEMA sus-
pects are fraudulent, making 

use of  stolen Social Security and 
identification numbers, Mansell 
said. 

It’s unclear how many North  
Bay fire victims have been af-
fected, he said. In Sonoma Coun-
ty, the local assistance center 
in downtown Santa Rosa has 
served more than 7,100 people, 
not all of  whom have applied for 
aid. Across the county, nearly 

NORTH BAY FIRES » 
FEMA finding duplicate 
claims for aid applicants 
By J.D. MORRIS
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GUIDING STUDENTS: Third-grade teacher Lindsay Nash leads her 
students to class at Hidden Valley Elementary School  on Friday.

Congress has different rules on harassment 

WASHINGTON — Briony 
Whitehouse was a 19-year-old 
intern in 2003 when she board-
ed an elevator in the Russell 
Senate Office Building with a 
Republican senator, who she 
said groped her until the doors 
reopened.

She never reported the inci-
dent to her bosses for fear of  
jeopardizing her career. But 
she recently tweeted about her 
experience on Twitter as part 
of  the “#MeToo” campaign, a 
social-media phenomenon that 
has aired thousands of  com-
plaints about unwanted sexual 
harassment.

Some of  the accounts have 
called out by name Hollywood 

moguls, media stars, even a 
former U.S. president. Other 
women such as Whitehouse 
have stopped short of  naming 
harassers. Whitehouse declined 
to name the politician who made 
unwanted advances, convinced 
that he would retaliate.

“At the time, I didn’t know 
what to do, so I did nothing at 
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South Carolina Rep. Mark Meadows, speaking in July 
in Washington, faced scrutiny after female staffers 
alleged his ex-chief of staff acted inappropriately.

By MICHELLE YE HEE LEE  
AND ELISE VIEBECK
WASHINGTON POST
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INSIDE
 ■ California  

assemblyman  
issues apology 
over 2009  
harassment / A7

 ■Actress Rose 
McGowan slams 
Hollywood’s 
mistreatment of 
women / B1

Natalia Veselnitskaya

Kremlin 
knew of 
talking 
points 

Natalia Veselnitskaya arrived 
at a meeting at Trump Tower in 
June 2016 hoping to interest top 
Trump campaign officials in the 
contents of  a memo she believed 
contained information damag-
ing to the Democratic Party and, 
by extension, Hillary Clinton. 
The material was the fruit of  
her research as a private lawyer, 
she has repeat-
edly said, and 
any suggestion 
that she was 
acting at the 
Kremlin’s be-
hest that day 
is anti-Russia 
“hysteria.”

But inter-
views and re-
cords show that 
in the months before the meet-
ing, Veselnitskaya had discussed 
the allegations with one of  Rus-
sia’s most powerful officials, the 
prosecutor general, Yuri Chai-
ka. And the memo she brought 
with her closely followed a doc-
ument that Chaika’s office had 
given to a U.S. congressman two 
months earlier, incorporating 
some paragraphs verbatim.

The coordination between the 
Trump Tower visitor and the 
Russian prosecutor general un-
dercuts Veselnitskaya’s account 
that she was a purely indepen-
dent actor when she sat down 

Russian attorney’s 
claims about Trump 
Tower meeting undercut
By SHARON LAFRANIERE  
AND ANDREW E. KRAMER
NEW YORK TIMES
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ROLE OF  
FREE BEACON
Conservative 
website first hired 
the research firm 
that produced the 
dossier describing 
ties between  
Russia and  
Trump / B1


