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CO-CHAMPIONS  
SET FOR FACEOFF

BENEFIELD: Maria Carrillo and Montgomery squads vying for playoff berth Sports

BUILDING HOMES 
TO BE AFFORDABLE
Developers see prefabrication 
and high-density lots as way to 
bridge housing gap Business

Jail staff clear in SR woman’s death

TURN TO JAIL, PAGE A7

A Santa Rosa woman incar-
cerated in the Lake County Jail 
spent the last hour of  her life 
tearing her blanket into strips 
and fiddling with plumbing fix-
tures before hanging herself  

from the sink of  a sobering cell, 
according to a new report re-
leased by the Lake County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.

The report concluded that 
Elizabeth Dara Gaunt, 56, died 
Aug.  2 of  self-inflicted injuries, 
and District Attorney Don An-
derson cleared jail staff of  any 
wrongdoing in the death. But 
the woman’s friends and fami-
ly said the report raises serious 
questions about the supervision 
Gaunt received while in custody. 

Sheriff Brian Martin con-

firmed late Wednesday that one 
member of  the jail staff involved 
in Gaunt’s care no longer works 
for the Sheriff’s Office — a detail 
not included in the District At-
torney’s report, which focused 
on criminal wrongdoing. 

The report stated that jail 
staff waited about 15 minutes to 
enter Gaunt’s cell after an offi-
cer reported she could see from 
the cell window that Gaunt ap-
parently was on the ground. The 
officer could see Gaunt’s feet 
moving and hear her making 

noises, according to the report.
That officer then went to the 

booking area and asked another 
officer to check the video feed of  
Gaunt’s cell. 

But it wasn’t until 2:24  p.m. 
that a third officer entered the 
cell to do a check and found 
Gaunt unconscious on the floor, 
removed the blanket strip from 
the sink and attempted CPR, the 
report found.

Given signs that Gaunt was at 
risk in the jail, the response by 
those charged with her custody 

fell far short, said Wallace Doo-
little, Gaunt’s former husband 
and a Bay Area attorney. 

“They saw her tearing the 
blanket, they saw her modify-
ing the water faucet plumbing. 
They saw her with strips of  
blanket wrapped around her 
feet,” he said. “That, to me, is a 
real red flag.”

Martin, the Lake County sher-
iff, said the jail’s policy is to ful-
ly ascertain the welfare of  an 
inmate when it is in question, 

By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Lake County district attorney
cites ‘no wrongdoing’ by 

workers in inmate’s hanging

In shift, 
Iran to 

join talks 
on Syria

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran on 
Wednesday accepted an invita-
tion to attend a broad new round 
of  negotiations to resolve the 
Syrian war, sitting with longtime 
adversaries including the Unit-
ed States and Saudi Arabia who 
once sought to bar the Iranians 
from any role in Syria’s future.

The inclusion of  Iran in the 
talks represented the first time 
that the United States has cho-
sen to formally engage the Ira-
nians diplomatically on the 
Syria issue. It also came a little 
more than three months after 
Iran signed a historic nuclear 
accord with the United States 
and other powers that promised 
to end Iran’s economic isolation 
in return for limits on its nucle-
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Invitation to negotiations 
involving US reflects rapidly 

shifting dynamics of war

State’s steady 
gains on this 

test just ended

For the first time in about a 
decade, steady academic prog-
ress has halted for fourth- and 
eighth-grade students nation-
ally and locally, according to 
new standardized test results 
released Wednesday.

After years of  small but steady 
increases in scores on the Na-
tional Assessment of  Education-
al Progress since its first admin-
istration nationally in 1990, the 
trend began to reverse this year.

The results were interpreted 
differently across the education 
spectrum. “The overall news 
from this round isn’t good,” said 
U.S. Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan. “Anyone who claims to 
have this all figured out is ped-
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CONTENTIOUS STUDY: Assistant charcutier Jason Holtz, above, hangs sausage while salumiere Aaron Gilliam places a copoa in a display case at Thistle Meats in 
Petaluma. County meat producers like Thistle Meats say their artisanal products don’t fit into the same category as the processed meats included in the WHO study. 

A Bone To Pick?
WHO STUDY: After report linking processed meats and cancer  

sets off alarm, county purveyors say a more nuanced response is in order

L ocal butchers and meat processors have mixed reac-
tions to a new World Health Organization study that 
found processed meat increases the risk of  colon and 

stomach cancer and fresh red meat is probably linked to the 
disease. 

The report, and resulting media coverage this week, 
has caused alarm throughout the meat industry and the 
meat-eating public, but local butchers and meat processors 
are not ready to close up shop. In an area where the terms 
“sustainable” and “grass-fed” are more commonly heard 
than “bologna” and “spam,” many purveyors of  beef, sau-
sage and bacon in the North Bay said their artisanal prod-
ucts don’t fit into the same category as the meat in the study.  

“I’m grateful that there are studies like this and they get 
people to think, but do we need to react dramatically? I don’t 
think so,” said Molly Best, owner of  Thistle Meats in Pet-
aluma, a butcher shop that sources ethically raised whole 
animals from local ranchers and processes their meat.

Best said if  you eat meat that comes from a healthy envi-
ronment with limited stress and no antibiotics or hormones, 
it will be better for you than eating meat from a feedlot. 

“If  you eat sick animals, you’re going to get sick — I don’t 
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PROCESSED MEATS: Meats 
include sausages, corned beef, hot 
dogs, jerky, canned meat, meat-
based sauces, turkey and chicken 
cold cuts and bacon. Red meat 
includes beef, veal, pork, lamb, 
mutton, horse and goat.

WHICH CANCERS?: For processed 
meat, the carcinogen label was 
related to colorectal cancer and a 
connection was found to stomach 
cancer. For red meat, data pointed to 
associations with colorectal, pancre-
atic and prostate cancers.

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION LINKS MEAT TO CANCER


