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DODGERS ROAR BACK: Pederson homered to cap 
a five-run burst in the ninth, ensuring World 
Series will be decided next week in L.A. / C1
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COMMUNITY REMEMBRANCE » As 
city struggles in fire’s aftermath, 
SR gathering recalls sacrifices.  A3

ARTIST’S POIGNANT 
TALE ON TUBBS FIRE »  
SR cartoonist Brian 
Fies chronicles the 
day that the firestorm 
changed his life.  D1

As Santa Rosa sets its 
sights on rebuilding 
following the deadly 

wildfires this month, the city 
has sent homeowners a clear 
message that it will not stand in 
their way.

Anyone who owned a home 
in the city has a right to rebuild 
it in the same place, as long 
as modern building codes are 
followed, officials have said. 

But some are asking whether 
it’s wise to let one neighbor-
hood in particular — the hill-
side enclave of  Fountaingrove 
— be rebuilt as it was, given 
that it has now burned to the 
ground twice in 53 years and 
wasn’t built according to city 
rules to begin with. 

The Tubbs fire, which roared 
over the hills from Calistoga 
on Oct. 8, claimed hundreds of  

homes in the upscale neighbor-
hood. 

“I hesitate to even suggest 
this,” said Sonoma County 
Supervisor Susan Gorin, a 
former Fountaingrove resident 
who lost her Oakmont home in 
the Nuns fire to the south. “But 
many people are starting to 
say, why are we — and this is in 
the city’s realm — why are we 
thinking about permitting the 
rebuilding of  Fountaingrove?”

The question is not an idle 
one. The cleanup of  debris left by 
the destruction of  2,900 homes 
citywide in the Tubbs and Nuns 
fires is already underway. If  it 
goes according to plan, home-
sites could be ready to rebuild in 
a matter of  a few months. 

City officials and most of  
the City Council have adopted 
a full-speed-ahead approach, 

Revival retreading 
dangerous path? 
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AFTER THE TUBBS FIRE: The landscape and homes atop Rincon Ridge in Fountaingrove were left charred after the Tubbs fire leveled the Santa Rosa neighborhood on 
Oct. 8. Residents of the enclave now face the difficult choice of rebuilding their homes in an area twice destroyed by wildfires in 53 years. 
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SEARCHING DEBRIS: Natasha and Edison Chan, who bought their Rincon Ridge 
home in 2003, sift through the ashes of their home in the midday heat Thursday. 

TUBBS FIRE AFTERMATH » REBUILDING FOUNTAINGROVE

As city speeds  
recovery, some 
urge thoughtful, 
slower approach
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Replacing 
homes an 
uphill battle

T wo years after the 2003 
Cedar fire, nearly 4 in 
10 households burned 

out at the upscale Scripps 
Ranch subdivision in San Di-
ego had yet to complete their 
rebuilding projects.

Two years after the 2007 
wildfires destroyed more 
than 1,600 homes around 
San Diego County, 1 in 5  fire 
victims said they planned to 
sell their burned properties 
rather than rebuild.

And nearly two years after 
Lake County’s 2015 Valley 
fire, 362 of  the more than 
1,200 property owners — less 
than one-third — had pulled 
building permits to replace 
their destroyed residences.

The different experiences 
shed light on a key question 
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INSIDE Tubbs fire incinerates Hewlett-Packard archive at Keysight Technologies / E1   |   ONLINE See more photos and watch a video at pressdemocrat.com

BEFORE THE 
TUBBS FIRE:  
Rows of new 
houses were built 
along Fountaingrove 
Parkway in 1999. 
Homeowners in 
the neighborhood 
paid $67 per month 
in dues to an 
association whose 
mission was, in part, 
to reduce the risk  
of wildfires in 
200 acres of open 
space in the area.

RECOVERY EFFORTS

Crisis shares 
similarities 
with the past

NEW YORK — While declar-
ing the opioid crisis a national 
public health emergency Thurs-
day, President Donald Trump 
said: “Nobody has seen any-
thing like what’s going on now.”

He was right, and he was 
wrong.

Yes, this is 
the most wide-
spread and 
deadly drug 
crisis in the 
nation’s histo-
ry. But there 
has been a long 
string of  other 

such epidemics, each sharing 
chilling similarities with today’s 
unfolding tragedy.

There was an outbreak after 
the Civil War when soldiers and 
others became addicted to a new 
pharmaceutical called mor-
phine, one of  the first of  many 
man-made opioids. There was 
another in the early 1900s after 
a different drug was developed 
to help “cure” morphine addic-
tion. It was called heroin.

Cocaine was also developed 

By MIKE STOBBE
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OPIOID EPIDEMIC

INSIDE
Unlike the rest 
of the nation, 
the opioid crisis 
in California, 
though still 
bleak, has been 
less severe / A12

Shinzo Abe
Prime Minister of Japan

N Korea 
stirring 
pot over 
nukes

As North Korea races to build 
a weapon that for the first time 
could threaten U.S. cities, its 
neighbors are debating wheth-
er they need their own nuclear 
arsenals.

North Korea’s rapidly advanc-
ing capabilities have scrambled 
military calculations across the 
region, and doubts are growing 
that the United States will be 
able to keep the atomic genie in 
the bottle.

For the first time in recent 
memory, there is a daily argu-
ment raging in South Korea and 
Japan — sometimes in public, 
more often in private — about 
the nuclear option, driven by 
worry that the United States 
might hesitate to defend the 
countries if  doing so might pro-
voke a missile launched from 
North Korea at Los Angeles or 
Washington.

In South Korea, polls show  
60 percent of  the population fa-
vors building nuclear weapons. 
And nearly 70 percent want the 
United States to reintroduce tac-
tical nuclear weapons for battle-
field use, which were withdrawn 
a quarter-century ago.

Neighbors consider 
options, question US 
commitment to region
By DAVID E. SANGER, CHOE 
SANG-HUN AND MOTOKO RICH
NEW YORK TIMES
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