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BLUE WAVE MEETS 
GOP GERRYMANDER:  
Republicans managed  
to redraw voting districts 
in their favor / A6

INSIDE

Synagogue massacre detailed

Midterms ‘a battle for soul of nation’

In South Florida, not far from the mass 
shooting in Parkland in February, voters 
absorbed a week of  gun violence and pipe 
bombs with a kind of  grim resignation.

“Again?” asked Karenn Durand, 27, mid-
shift at a restaurant in North Miami on 
Saturday, pondering the mass murder at 
a Pittsburgh synagogue. She said she held 
President Donald Trump personally respon-
sible — if  not for the shooting itself, than at 
least for the nation’s deep divisions that the 

shooting reflected in horrific reality.
In Milwaukee, Eric Pfeiler, an electrician 

who was walking downtown with his son 
Saturday, saw more of  a systemic break-
down than any one person to blame.

“There’s just so much turmoil every-
where, it’s just sad,” Pfeiler said. “Every-
one’s lost their vision and has just started 
pointing fingers.”

And at Trump’s rally Saturday afternoon 
at an airport hangar in Murphysboro, Il-
linois, people expressed anxieties over the 
violence and discord they saw in American 
society. But they had come for a Trump ral-
ly performance, and that’s what they want-
ed to see. When he begged their forgiveness 

Early investigative details 
suggest a virulent anti-Sem-
ite needed only a few minutes, 
three pistols and an AR-15 
semi-automatic rifle to carry 
out the deadliest attack on Jews 
in U.S. history, killing 11 people 
inside a Pittsburgh synagogue.

The dead include a 97-year-old 
woman, a husband and wife, and 
two brothers, all of  whom were 
at Saturday-morning services 
inside Tree of  Life synagogue 
when Robert Bowers allegedly 
burst in through an open door, 
screaming anti-Semitic slurs 
and shooting. The 46-year-old 
Pittsburgh resident is also ac-
cused of  wounding six other 
people, including three police 
officers shot during a firefight, 
and faces a raft of  assault, homi-
cide and hate-crime charges.

“They’re committing geno-
cide to my people,” the suspect 

told a SWAT officer after being 
shot and captured, according 
to a federal criminal complaint 
released Sunday. “I just want to 
kill Jews.”

After the victims were named 
at a news conference Sunday 
morning, Pittsburgh Mayor 
Bill Peduto called the attack 
the “darkest day of  Pittsburgh’s 
history.” He also disputed Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s sugges-
tion that the synagogue should 
have had armed guards.

“The approach we need to be 

Attacker with 3 pistols 
and assault rifle yelled 
epithets as he killed 11
By AVI SELK  
AND MARK BERMAN 
Washington POST
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As divisions mount, survey shows 
40% see US headed to civil war 
By ELIZABETH DIAS
NEW YORK TIMES
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People gather 
outside the Sol-
diers & Sailors 
Memorial Hall 
& Museum on 
Sunday in Pitts-
burgh during 
a community 
gathering in 
the aftermath 
of the deadly 
shooting at 
the Tree of Life 
Synagogue a 
day earlier.
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President Donald Trump waves to supporters 
after a rally at Southern Illinois Airport on 
Saturday in Murphysboro, Illinois.
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Landlords Clara Else and Kevin O’Connor rent their two Guerneville apartments to formerly homeless people and hope others will take 
advantage of Catholic Charities’ landlord incentive program to encourage property owners to rent rooms to homeless people. 

Getting landlords aboard
HOUSING HELP » Catholic Charities program offers incentive bonuses, 
covers potential damage for property owners willing to rent to homeless

As a development economist in Wash-
ington D.C., Clara Else dedicated 
her career to studying the causes 

of  poverty in third-world countries and 
finding ways to alleviate the situation. 

When she retired and moved to 
Guerneville with her husband and son 
in 2007, she continued to combat poverty, 
volunteering at winter shelters and later 
joining the board of  the now-defunct Sono-
ma County Task Force for the Homeless. 
The group aimed at ending homelessness 
in the county.   

In 2015, Else and her husband learned 
of  another way to help Sonoma County’s 
displaced population. They offered to rent 
two three-bedroom units blocks away from 
downtown Guerneville to homeless people 
through Catholic Charities of  Santa Rosa, 
the county’s largest service provider.

“If  you walk around and talk to (home-
less) people, you realize the issue is so bad. 
You realize it’s a horribly painful way to 

live… You do it because you know there’s 
people that are just really suffering," Else 
said about renting to the homeless.

Catholic Charities is searching for land-
lords like Else, who are willing to rent to 
homeless individuals. 

It launched a new landlord incentive 
program to encourage more property 
owners to rent to Santa Rosa’s homeless, 
a group that has long struggled compet-
ing for housing in Sonoma County’s tight 
and costly rental market, said Jennielynn 
Holmes, the nonprofit’s senior director of  
shelter and housing. The problem only has 

By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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IF YOU WANT TO HELP
Those interested in participating can reach Catholic 
Charities’ program manager Socorro Garcia at 
sgarcia@srcharities.org or 707-542-5426, ext. 205. 

Jair Bolsonaro

Brazil 
lurches 
to the 
right

RIO DE JANEIRO — Brazil on 
Sunday became the latest coun-
try to drift toward the far right, 
electing a strident populist as 
president in the nation’s most 
radical political change since 
democracy was 
restored more 
than 30 years 
ago.

The new 
president, Jair 
Bolsonaro, has 
exalted the 
country’s mili-
tary dictatorship, advocated tor-
ture and threatened to destroy, 
jail or drive into exile his polit-
ical opponents.

He won by tapping into a deep 
well of  resentment at the status 
quo in Brazil — a country whip-
lashed by rising crime and two 
years of  political and economic 
turmoil — and by presenting 
himself  as the alternative.

“We have everything we need 
to become a great nation,” Bol-
sonaro said Sunday night in a 
video broadcast on his Facebook 
account shortly after the race 
was called. “Together we will 

Authoritarian agenda  
of winner Bolsonaro 
poses test for democracy
By ERNESTO LONDOÑO 
AND SHASTA DARLINGTON
NEW YORK TIMES
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INSIDE
Germany PM 
Merkel’s party 
loses ground 
to far-right in 
regional 
election / A8


