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KNOCKING ON THE DOOR: 
Indians rout Cubs to move 
within one win of break-
ing 67-year World Series 
drought/ C1

INSIDE

Red flags 
fail to 
halt NSA 
breach

WASHINGTON — Year after 
year, both in his messy personal 
life and his brazen theft of  clas-
sified documents from the Na-
tional Security Agency, Harold 
T. Martin III put to the test the 
government’s costly system for 
protecting secrets.

And year after year, the sys-
tem failed.

Martin got and kept a top-se-
cret security clearance despite 
a record that included drinking 
problems, a drunken-driving 
arrest, two divorces, unpaid tax 
bills, a charge of  computer ha-
rassment and a bizarre episode 
in which he posed as a police 
officer in a traffic dispute. Un-
der clearance rules, such events 
should have triggered closer 
scrutiny by the security agen-
cies where he worked as a con-
tractor.

Yet even after extensive leaks 
by Pfc. Bradley Manning in 2010 
and Edward Snowden in 2013 
prompted new layers of  safe-
guards, Martin was able to walk 
out of  the NSA with highly clas-
sified material, adding it to the 
jumbled piles in his house, shed 
and car.

A federal judge in Baltimore 
ruled Friday that Martin, 51, 
must remain jailed on charges 
of  stealing government docu-
ments and mishandling classi-
fied information over two de-
cades. Prosecutors say they will 
add new charges under the Es-
pionage Act. Martin, whose ar-
rest in August was disclosed by 
the New York Times this month, 
has admitted to taking the mate-
rial but denies giving secrets to 
anyone else.

His actions, which prosecu-

Doubts grow about the true bounty of GMOs

LONDON — The controversy over 
genetically modified crops has long fo-
cused on largely unsubstantiated fears 
that they are unsafe to eat.

But an extensive examination by the 
New York Times indicates that the de-
bate has missed a more basic problem 
— genetic modification in the United 
States and Canada has not accelerat-
ed increases in crop yields or led to an 
overall reduction in the use of  chemical 

pesticides.
The promise of  genetic modification 

was twofold: By making crops immune 
to the effects of  weedkillers and in-
herently resistant to many pests, they 
would grow so robustly that they would 
become indispensable to feeding the 
world’s growing population, while also 
requiring fewer applications of  sprayed 
pesticides.

Twenty years ago, Europe largely re-
jected genetic modification at the same 

Contractor kept security 
clearance despite both 
legal, financial troubles
By SCOTT SHANE 
AND JO BECKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Stink bugs 
are raised 
for research 
at Bayer’s 
CropScience 
Innovation 
Center in 
Morrisville, 
North 
Carolina, on 
April 19. 

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

THE MERCHANT: Dona Frank, CEO of the Natural Cannabis Co., sees marijuana as a potential boon for Sonoma County’s economy.

Some North Coast faces 
behind the pot industry

Two decades ago, Californians 
voted to become the first state 
in the nation to allow use of  

medical marijuana. A cannabis trade 
now worth billions of dollars sprout-
ed, linking growers in the famed 
Emerald Triangle and those closer to 
home on the North Coast with dis-
pensaries and consumers buying an 
ever wider array of pot products. 

Still, the drug remains illegal for 
recreational use, a prohibition that 
will end if  voters pass Proposition 64 
on Nov. 8. While the measure leads 
in the polls, with up to 60 percent of  

likely voters favoring approval, the 
pot industry is deeply split, eyeing 
Colorado’s experience and those of  
three other West Coast states —  
Oregon, Washington and Alaska — 
where pot is legal. 

Cannabis advocates, entrepre-
neurs and lawmakers from Sonoma 
County have stepped into the debate, 
wrestling with how to promote, legit-
imize and govern a trade with grow-
ing sway and impact on our lives.  

Here, meet some of the people 
shaping the future of the marijuana 
industry on the North Coast.    

PROPOSITION 64 » RECREATIONAL USE 

MEET THE MOVERS 
AND SHAKERS 
The Merchant: Dona Frank, 
founder of one Sonoma Coun-
ty’s first cannabis dispensaries
The Chemist: Samantha Mill-
er, president of a leading Santa 
Rosa-based cannabis testing lab
The Lawmaker: North Coast 
Sen. Mike McGuire, co-author 
of 2015 medical marijuana law 
The Advocate: Tawnie Logan, 
executive director of the Sono-
ma County Growers Alliance
The Consultant: Craig Litwin, 
cannabis industry adviser, 
ex-Sebastopol councilman 
Profiles on Pages A14 and A15

Industry figures, lawmaker are shaping the future of marijuana

Clinton shifts to attack mode

Hillary Clinton and her allies 
sprang onto a war footing Satur-
day, opening a ferocious attack 
on the FBI’s director, James 

Comey, a day after he disclosed 
that his agency was looking into 
a potential new batch of  messag-
es from her private email server.

Treating Comey as a threat 
to her candidacy, Clinton took 
aim at the law enforcement of-
ficer who had recommended no 
criminal charges less than four 
months earlier for her handling 
of  classified information as sec-
retary of  state.

“It’s pretty strange to put 

something like that out with 
such little information right be-
fore an election,” Clinton said at 
a rally in Daytona Beach, Flori-
da. “In fact, it’s not just strange; 
it’s unprecedented and it is 
deeply troubling.”

For Democrats, it was also 
deeply worrying. Clinton’s ad-
visers expressed concern that 
the FBI’s renewed attention to 
emails relating to the nominee 
would turn some voters against 

her and hurt party candidates 
in competitive House and Sen-
ate races.

So after stepping gingerly 
around the issue Friday, calling 
on Comey to release more spe-
cific information but not overtly 
criticizing him, her campaign 
made it personal Saturday, ac-

cusing the director of  smearing 
Clinton with innuendo late in 
the race and of  violating Justice 
Department rules.

The decision to target Com-
ey for his unusual decision to 
publicly disclose the inquiry 
came during an 8 a.m. internal 
conference call, after aides saw 
reports that Justice Department 
officials were furious, believing 

Campaign accuses FBI 
boss of smearing 
nominee in email probe
By PATRICK HEALY 
AND JONATHAN MARTIN
NEW YORK TIMES
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INSIDE
Law enforcement experts stunned by 
FBI director’s decision. / A13


