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with Montana power firm, 
citing concerns about scale 
of devastation / A6

INSIDE

Each day has been a mara-
thon for cannabis entre-
preneur Felipe Recalde 

since a massive fire destroyed 
entire neighborhoods in Sono-
ma County and Santa Rosa. 

The Fountaingrove home he 
shared with his fiancee burned 
to the ground, taking with it 
the nerve center for several of  
Recalde’s businesses including 
documents with crucial finan-
cial and strategic information, 

tax records and whiteboards 
covered with plans.  

Within a week of  losing his 
home, he’d shifted his opera-
tions from Santa Rosa to San 
Francisco and began meeting 
with partners and investors to 
plot their next steps — includ-
ing whether or not to move 
headquarters out of  Sonoma 
County for several companies 
expected to employ dozens of  
people. 

“A lot of  people depend on 

Homebuilders oppose tax bill
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Michael House, left, and Devon Murphy work on salvaging marijuana plants damaged by fire at a cannabis farm near Glen Ellen.

A ‘massive setback’  
for budding industry

At least 24 cultivators, 7 ancillary 
pot businesses report fire damage

NORTH BAY FIRES » CANNABIS

A worker gathers marijuana plants burned by fire at a cannabis farm 
near Glen Ellen this past Monday.

WASHINGTON — The Re-
publican effort to overhaul the 
tax code suffered a bruising 
setback over the weekend when 
a powerful corporate interest 

group came out against the pro-
posal just days ahead of  House 
leaders’ planned release of  the 
legislation to the public.

President Donald Trump and 
GOP leaders are casting the 
measure as a once-in-a-gener-
ation rewrite of  the federal tax 
code, one they say will stimulate 

the economy, create millions of  
jobs and give voters a reason to 
stick with their party in next 
year’s midterm elections. Rep. 
Kevin Brady, R-Texas, the chair-
man of  the House Ways and 
Means Committee, is scheduled 
to reveal the House version of  
the bill on Wednesday.

A discouraging clue emerged 
for House Republicans on Sat-
urday, when the National Asso-
ciation of  Home Builders came 

out against the bill after Brady 
informed the group’s chief  exec-
utive about key details.

“We will do everything we can 
to defeat this thing,” said Jerry 
Howard, chief  executive officer 
of  the National Association of  
Home Builders.

For Trump and House Speak-
er Paul  Ryan, R-Wisconsin, the 
stakes couldn’t be higher. With 
the approach of  the end of  their 
first year controlling the White 

House and Congress, and the 
failure of  health-care legislation 
still fresh, Republicans are des-
perate to post a win before next 
year’s midterm election cycle 
begins in earnest. 

By many of  their own ac-
counts, failure to pass tax legis-
lation could lead to an electoral 
bloodbath, and the end of  Ryan’s 
political career, in 2018.

CAPITOL HILL » Powerful lobby’s opposition spells 
new trouble for Republican attempt at overhaul
By MIKE DEBONIS 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA
WASHINGTON POST

TURN TO TAX » PAGE A2

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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After years of whispers, women speak out 

SACRAMENTO — It started 
with a dinner invitation from a 
former assemblyman more than 
twice her age. He had offered 
his services as a mentor, but 
his hand reaching for her knee 

under the table revealed other 
intentions. Then came the late-
night phone calls and unexpect-
ed appearances at events she 
had to attend for her job in the 
Capitol.

Fresh out of  college, Amy 
Brown did what she thought 
women were supposed to do in 
these situations — she reported 

him. The former assemblyman 
accused her of  slander, an expe-
rience that left her so humiliat-
ed that she left Sacramento for a 
job in San Jose.

“I immediately got the hell out 
of  town,” Brown said. “I felt like 
the people — the person — I was 
relying on for advancement in 
my career was preying on me.”

Stories like these have taken 
many forms through the years. 
Sometimes it’s a professional 
meeting that turned inappro-

priately sexual, or it’s a groping 
hand on a backside. In one case, 
a woman said a lawmaker mas-
turbated in front of  her in a bar 
bathroom.

No matter the details, each 
story involves a man with 
power — the kind of  power be-
stowed by voters, an influential 
lobbying client or a supply of  
campaign cash. And instead of  
wielding that power to shape 

SACRAMENTO » Many go public with stories of  
sexual harassment by state lawmakers, lobbyists
By CHRIS MEGERIAN 
AND MELANIE MASON
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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President Donald Trump

Tweets 
fly as 
probe 
heats up

Tensions between Republi-
cans and Democrats over the 
investigation of  Russian in-
volvement in the 2016 presiden-
tial election intensified Sunday, 
with President Donald Trump 
demanding to know why his 
campaign is under federal scru-
tiny while his former opponent 
Hillary Clinton is not.

The president’s latest out-
burst over the inquiry led by 
special counsel Robert Muel-
ler surfaced on Twitter as his 
administration braced for the 
possibility that the first batch 
of  charges in the case could be 
publicly announced as soon as 
today. CNN reported that a fed-
eral grand jury had approved 
an indictment, although details 
of  the possible charges and the 
name of  a defendant remained 
unclear.

Trump issued four tweets 
over 24 minutes, attacking the 
Mueller probe as unfair and 
citing various Clinton contro-
versies that he said warranted 
investigation.

“Instead they look at pho-
ny Trump/Russia, ‘collusion,’ 
which doesn’t exist,” the presi-
dent said. “The Dems are using 
this terrible (and bad for our 
country) Witch Hunt for evil 
politics, but the R’s are now 
fighting back like never before. 

First charges may come 
as early as today  
in election investigation
By JENNA JOHNSON
WASHINGTON POST
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