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LOS ANGELES — California 
prosecutors, police officers and 
family members of  the slain 
launched a campaign Friday to 
speed up executions for murder-
ers sentenced to death.

Sacramento District Attor-
ney Anne Marie Schubert said 
the effort follows through on a 
promise that law enforcement 
groups made when fighting a 
2012 ballot initiative that aimed 
to abolish the death penalty. 
Rather than get rid of  the ulti-
mate punishment, they vowed 
to fix it.

Schubert said the penalty is 
reserved for the “worst of  the 
worst”: mass killers, serial kill-
ers, cop killers and those who 
rape and murder children.

The proposed initiative would 
change the lengthy appeals pro-
cess by expanding the pool of  

A push  
for death 
penalty 
changes
Officials, victims’ families 

propose initiative that would 
speed up legal process
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Gentler drug 
war urged as 
heroin use by 
whites soars 

NEWTON, N.H. — When 
Courtney Griffin was using her-
oin, she lied, disappeared and 
stole constantly from her par-
ents to support her $400-a-day 
habit. Her family paid her debts, 
never filed a police report and 
kept her addiction secret — un-
til she was found dead last year 
of  an overdose.

At Courtney’s funeral, they 
decided to acknowledge the re-
ality that redefined their lives: 
Their bright, beautiful daugh-
ter, just 20, who played the 
French horn in high school and 
dreamed of  living in Hawaii, 
had been kicked out of  the Ma-
rines for drugs. Eventually, she 
overdosed at her boyfriend’s 
grandmother’s house, where 
she died alone.

“When I was a kid, junkies 
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At last, Sebastopol has a hospital again
SONOMA 
WEST 
MEDICAL 
CENTER

 ■ 50,000-square-
foot hospital 
has undergone 
an $8 million 
renovation.

 ■ The 25-bed 
acute care facility 
has a 24-hour 
ER, which saw 11 
patients by Friday 
night, and a state-
of-the-art OR.

 ■ The new 
hospital employs 
180 people.

Sonoma West Medical Center and its emer-
gency room in Sebastopol opened for busi-
ness Friday, a long-awaited step that brought 
to an end an 18-month fight to reopen the 
community hospital in west Sonoma County.

Hundreds of  supporters and hospital em-
ployees gathered outside the Petaluma Av-
enue medical campus to mark the moment, 
with many cutting pieces of  a ceremonial 
ribbon before the doors officially opened.

“This is an amazing day,” said Dan Smith, 
chairman of  the medical center’s board. 

“We’ve worked very hard to get here. This is 
the beginning of  a long journey.”

Official word of  the opening was broad-
cast over emergency airwaves at 10:02 a.m. 
With a flourish, registered nurse Mary  
Maki-Rich yanked off a “closed” sign from 
the marquee in front of  the building and 
Smith attached a temporary banner an-
nouncing the reopening.

Supporters toasted the occasion with 
flutes of  sparkling wine.

“This is absolutely fabulous,” said Susan 
Moulton, a retired college professor who was 
among dozens of  volunteers working to get 
the facility open. “It’s going to save lives. I’m 
so excited.”

The institution formerly known as Palm 
Drive Hospital was closed in April 2014 af-
ter its second bankruptcy filing, a move that 
was strongly opposed by some members of  

Supporters, employees celebrate as 
Sonoma West Medical Center opens  
18 months after Palm Drive closure

By PAUL PAYNE
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Lab assistant Bryan Davis, left, prepares to take a blood 
sample Friday from Rob Cary, an IT and facilities volunteer at 
Sebastopol’s just-opened Sonoma West Medical Center.
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QUEEN FOR THE DAY: Carmen Velázquez makes her formal entry, escorted by her eldest brother Lupe Velázquez and followed by a brass band, before the 
Catholic Mass service during the Glen Ellen woman’s cincuentañera, an exuberant 50th birthday celebration held Sept. 5 at her home.

La CinCuentañera

Glen Ellen woman’s 50th birthday celebration  
reflects a growing twist on a popular Latina tradition

Carmen Velázquez sparkled in the strapless 
bell-shaped ballgown. Rhinestones covered the 
corset top of  her gold-colored tulle dress, one 

she always dreamed of  having for her quinceañera, 
a traditional coming-of-age celebration held in Latin 
American communities when girls turn 15.

Velázquez was no longer a teen-
ager, though. She was celebrating 
her 50th birthday.

She slid through the patio door 
and into the backyard of  her Glen 
Ellen home, where more than a 
hundred relatives and friends wait-
ed to kick off her cincuentañera, an 
increasingly popular spin on the 
quinceañera for women turning 50.

“She looks like Belle from ‘Beauty and the Beast,’ ” 
said her youngest sister, Catalina Wetzel, 43, of  Glen 
Ellen.

Like many who choose to mark the coming-of-age  
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SACRAMENTAL RITES: Carmen Velázquez partakes in Communion with her 
cousin, Catholic priest Mauricio Velázquez, during the celebration of Mass at her 
cincuentañera last month in Glen Ellen.

“It’s a dream I had for more than 35 years.  
It’s here — it’s now a reality.”

CARMEN VELÁZQUEZ, who never had a quinceañera but celebrated her cincuentañera in September
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