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Pepperwood Preserve ranch manager Michael Gillogly surveys the burned remains of serpentine chaparral on the over 3,000-acre conservation 
and nature education property off Franz Valley Road.

Land ‘designed to burn’
PEPPERWOOD PRESERVE » Green shoots appear in scorched chaparral 
where flames raged just weeks ago, reminders of nature’s ancient pattern 

Green stalks of  redwood 
lilies grow beneath the 
giant trees at Pepperwood 

Preserve, but no one has seen the 
colorful, trumpet-shaped blos-
soms in decades.

They likely haven’t bloomed 
since 1964, when powerful winds 
pushed the Hanly fire from Cal-
istoga to Santa Rosa, following 
much the same path of  the deadly 
Tubbs fire three weeks ago. Both 
blazes scorched a broad swath 

across the 3,200-acre preserve 
in the Mayacamas Mountains 
northeast of  Santa Rosa.

Redwood lilies are a fire-depen-
dent species that require wildfire 
heat to reproduce, said Michael 
Gillogly, the preserve manager, 
who lived on the property for 23 
years. His was one of  two homes 
on the preserve destroyed by 
the conflagration that wiped 
out nearly 7,000 Sonoma County 
dwellings.

“I can’t wait to see them,” he 
said.

The redwood lilies fit well in 

Pepperwood’s rugged landscape, 
evolved over thousands of  years 
not only to survive but to thrive 
in the Mediterranean climate of  
the Coast Range, where oak, fir 
and redwood forests, shrubs and 
grasslands are baked dry every 
summer, vulnerable to natural or 
human ignition.

“There is beauty in the Pepper-
wood landscape now,” said Lisa 
Micheli, president of  the foun-
dation that operates the facility 
located off Porter Creek Road. “It 
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“There is 
beauty in the 
Pepperwood 
landscape 
now. It’s a 
renewal 
process.”
LISA MICHELI, 
Pepperwood Preserve 
president

Beverage 
business 
invests 
in pot

In a first for a major American 
wine company, Constellation 
Brands Inc. announced Mon-
day that it will venture into the 
cannabis business, acquiring a 
10 percent stake in a Canadian 
medicinal cannabis provider.

The New York-based com-
pany — which owns such lo-
cal wineries as Clos du Bois 
in Geyserville, Simi Winery in 
Healdsburg and Robert Mon-
davi Winery in Napa — said its 
$191  million stake in Canopy 
Growth Corp. would help in its 
efforts to “identify, meet and 
stay ahead of  evolving consum-
er trends and market dynamics, 
while maintaining focus on its 
core total beverage alcohol busi-
ness.”

The company, however, cau-
tioned that it has no plans to sell 
cannabis in the United States or 
any other market until it is legal 
“at all government levels.” That 
caveat is important because as 
states have moved to legalize 
recreational use for adults — 
including California, on Jan. 1 
— the federal government still 
considers cannabis illegal.

But the deal also could open 
up possibilities for collabora-
tion in the alcoholic beverage 
sector, such as cannabis-infused 
drinks, which Canopy Growth 
has expressed interest in. This 
summer, Lagunitas Brewing Co. 
of  Petaluma released a limit-
ed-release beer brewed with ter-

Constellation Brands 
buys stake in Canadian 
medicinal cannabis firm 
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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WINE TO WEED 

Spacey blasted for response to allegation

For a few hours after a bomb-
shell BuzzFeed interview in 
which actor Anthony Rapp al-
leged Kevin Spacey had made 
a sexual advance toward him 
more than 30 years ago, when 
Rapp was just 14, Spacey re-
mained silent.

Then, at midnight, the veter-

an actor posted a two-paragraph 
statement on Twitter.

In the first, Spacey said he 
was “beyond horrified” to hear 
Rapp’s story but did not remem-
ber the encounter, which would 
have taken place when Spacey 
was 26. However, he apologized 
“if  I did behave then as Rapp 
describes … for what would 
have been deeply inappropriate 
drunken behavior.”

Then, in the second para-

graph, Spacey came out as gay.
“This story has encouraged 

me to address other things 
about my life,” he wrote. “I have 
loved and had romantic encoun-
ters with men throughout my 

life, and I choose now to live as a 
gay man. I want to deal with this 
honestly and openly and that 
starts with examining my own 
behavior.”

His late-night statement out-
raged many, particularly in the 
LGBT community, who accused 
Spacey of  trying to deflect from 
a serious accusation — making 
a sexual advance on a minor 
— by coming out and implying 
that it was his choice to be gay. 
For years, the actor has danced 
around rumors he had relation-

LGBT advocates assail actor for using coming out to 
deflect accusation of 1986 sexual advance on minor
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Ex-Trump aides charged 

WASHINGTON — The special 
counsel, Robert Mueller, announced 
charges Monday against three advis-
ers to President Donald Trump’s cam-
paign and laid out the most explicit ev-
idence to date that his campaign was 
eager to coordinate with the Russian 
government to damage his rival, Hil-
lary Clinton.

The former campaign chairman, 
Paul Manafort, surrendered to the 
FBI and pleaded not guilty to charges 
that he laundered millions of  dollars 
through overseas shell companies — 
using the money to buy luxury cars, 
real estate, antique rugs and expen-
sive clothes. Rick Gates, Manafort’s 
longtime associate as well as a cam-
paign adviser, was also charged and 
turned himself  in.

But information that could prove 
most politically damaging to Trump 
came an hour later, when Mueller 
announced that George Papadopou-
los, a former foreign policy adviser 
to the Trump campaign, had pleaded 
guilty to lying to the FBI and was co-

operating with investigators. In court 
documents released Monday, feder-
al investigators said they suspected 
that Russian intelligence services had 
used intermediaries to contact Pap-
adopoulos to gain influence with the 
campaign, offering “dirt” on Clinton 
in April 2016 in the form of  “thou-
sands of  emails.”

Papadopoulos secretly pleaded 
guilty weeks ago to lying to the FBI 
about those contacts and has been co-
operating with Mueller’s prosecutors 
for months.

Monday’s dramatic announce-
ments capped months of  speculation 

Indictments name Manafort 
and Gates; plea deal revealed 
with ex-foreign policy adviser  
By MATT APUZZO 
AND MATTHEW ROSENBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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