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TECH GIANTS TESTIFY: 
Facebook, Google and 
Twitter execs face 
questioning from Senate 
in Russia probe / B1

INSIDE

With upcoming rain, 
fear of contamination

SONOMA COUNTY » FIRE AFTERMATH

Officials worry, prepare for potential runoff that could pollute waterways

The specter of  rain wash-
ing potentially toxic ash 
from thousands of  burned 

homes into sensitive Sonoma 
County watersheds has injected 
a new sense of  urgency to local 
fire cleanup efforts, with the im-
mediate focus shifting to erosion 
control needed to safeguard wa-
ter quality. 

The risk comes at the outset 
of  a historic government-fund-
ed debris removal program in 
the region, where the largest 
and most destructive wildfires 
that broke out Oct. 8 were final-
ly brought under full contain-

ment Tuesday.  
With rain in the forecast 

for Friday and next week, the 
health of  the local watersheds, 
including 617 streams in fire-af-
fected areas, has become a top 
priority, officials said. 

“We consider it a very high 
threat,” said Mona Dougherty, 
a senior water resource control 
engineer with the North Coast 
Water Quality Control Board 
in Santa Rosa. “We are very 
concerned about the impacts to 
aquatic life and drinking water.”

The Tubbs and Nuns fires 
wiped out nearly 7,000 Sonoma 
County structures, including 

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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City of Santa Rosa workers Brian Falk, left, and Jesse Valdovinos install wattles to protect debris from entering an overflow storm drain Tuesday 
near Pine Meadow Drive in the Coffey Park region of Santa Rosa. The burned home and vehicles belong to Falk’s father-in-law. 

Refugio Santa Cruz assembles wattles Tuesday at The Wattle Guys 
production facility near Petaluma.

Blazes 
costliest 
in US 
history

Damage from the recent 
North Coast fires has totaled 
more than $3 billion to date, 
state Insurance Commissioner 
Dave Jones said Tuesday. That 
figure makes them the costliest 
wildfires in American history in 
terms of  insured loss.

The total from Sonoma Coun-
ty alone has climbed to $2.8 bil-
lion so far, which alone surpass-
es the 1991 Oakland Hills fire, 
with $1.7 billion in costs at the 
time, according to the Insurance 
Information Institute, a national 
industry trade 
o r g a n i z at i o n 
that compiles 
claims data. 
The 2015 Val-
ley fire in Lake 
County had 
been ranked as 
the sixth costliest at $921 million 
in damages.

Adjusting for inflation over 
the years, the losses from the 
Oakland fire would be $2.7 bil-
lion in 2016 dollars, according 
to the institute, still less than 
Sonoma County’s losses from 
the blazes that erupted on Oct. 
8. Forty-three people were killed 
in the regional fires.

Adding insured losses from 
the Mendocino, Lake, Napa and 
Solano county fires that flared at 
the same time push the overall 
damage from the North Coast 
fires to $3.2 billion, according to 
Jones. Fifteen major insurers 
provided the claims data to his 
department that led to these to-
tals: 

  ■ In Sonoma County, 
3,963 residential structures suf-
fered a total loss, while 7,776 had 
a partial loss.

  ■ In Napa County, 392 home-
owners lost their property, 
while 1,222 had a partial loss. 

  ■ In Mendocino County, 143 

North Coast fires carry 
price tag of more than 
$3 billion to date
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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State’s gas tax rises by 12 cents today

The big fright comes the day 
after Halloween this year, as 
California motorists wake up 
today to gasoline prices pumped 
up by a 12-cent gas tax increase, 
the highest in the nation this 

year and one that has unsettled 
consumers and prompted a Re-
publican backlash.

Effective just after midnight, 
the petroleum price bump is the 
work of  California Democrats, 
including Gov. Jerry Brown, 
who approved a measure in 
April expected to raise about 

$5.4 billion a year over the next 
decade for road improvements 
and other transportation proj-
ects. About half  the money will 
go to improvements of  state 
highways and bridges, with the 
other half  allocated to local gov-
ernments and transit agencies 
for street and road repairs, and 
transit services.

Sonoma County and its nine 
cities anticipate $18.7 million a 
year in new road and transpor-

tation funding from the mea-
sure, according to the Sonoma 
County Transportation Author-
ity.

State Sen. Mike McGuire, 
D-Healdsburg, who voted for the 
bill, SB 1, called it “the largest 
infusion of  ongoing transporta-
tion dollars into Sonoma Coun-
ty in history.”

No one likes to raise gas taxes, 

CALIFORNIA » Fuel price bump expected to raise 
$5.4B a year to improve highways, roads, transit
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Truck attack in NYC kills 8

NEW YORK — A driver 
plowed a pickup down a crowd-
ed bike path along the Hudson 
River in Manhattan on Tuesday, 
killing eight people and injur-
ing 11 before being shot by a po-
lice officer in what officials are 
calling the deadliest terrorist 
attack in New York City since 

Sept. 11, 2001.
The rampage ended when 

the motorist — whom police 
identified as Sayfullo Saipov, 29 
— smashed into a school bus, 
jumped out of  his truck and 
ran up and down the highway 
waving a pellet gun and paint-
ball gun and shouting “Alla-
hu akbar,” Arabic for “God is 
great,” before he was shot in the  
abdomen by the officer. He re-
mained in critical condition 

Tuesday evening.
Mayor Bill de Blasio declared 

the incident a terrorist attack 
and federal law enforcement 
authorities were leading the 
investigation. Investigators dis-
covered handwritten notes in 
Arabic near the truck that indi-
cated allegiance to ISIS, two law 
enforcement officials said. But 
investigators had not uncovered 
evidence of  any direct or en-
abling ties between Saipov and 
ISIS and were treating the epi-
sode as a case of  an “inspired” 

TERRORISM  » 11 injured, driver shot, wounded by 
police in city’s deadliest terror incident since 9/11
By BENJAMIN MUELLER,  
AND AL BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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New York 
City police 
officers 
respond to 
an incident 
in Lower 
Manhattan 
on Tuesday 
where a 
man plowed 
a pickup 
down a 
crowded 
bike path, 
leaving 
eight dead. 


