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LOOKING FOR ANSWERS:  
Divers recover crashed 
Lion Air jet’s flight 
recorder from sea floor 
near Indonesia / B1

INSIDE

Trump: 
15K may 
be sent 
to border

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Wednes-
day that the number of  military 
troops deployed to the U.S.- 
Mexican border could reach 
15,000 — roughly double the 
number the Pentagon said it cur-
rently plans for a mission whose 
dimensions are 
shifting daily.

The Penta-
gon said “more 
than 7,000” 
troops were 
being sent to 
the Southwest 
border to sup-
port the Cus-
toms and Bor-
der Protection 
agents. Officials said that num-
ber could reach a maximum of  
about 8,000 under present plans.

The troop numbers have been 
changing at a dizzying pace, 
with Trump drawing a hard line 
on immigration in the lead-up to 
the midterm elections.

Just last week officials were 
indicating that about 800 to 
1,000 might be sent. On Monday, 
officials announced that about 
5,200 were being deployed. The 
next day, the Air Force general 
running the operation said 

Affordable Care Act open enrollment begins

The Affordable Care Act’s 
insurance marketplaces open 
for a sixth year Thursday with 
more stable health plan choices 
and rates, plus significant tests 
of  the effects of  recent Republi-

can moves to undercut parts of  
the law.

During the enrollment season 
— which lasts six weeks, half  as 
long as it used to be — consum-
ers may buy the health coverage 
created under the ACA. This is 
the first enrollment since Con-
gress removed the law’s penal-
ty for people who fail to carry 
health insurance. With that 
federal fine scheduled to van-
ish in January, this year’s mar-
ketplaces will furnish evidence 

for a long-simmering debate: 
How much of  the nation’s gains 
lately in health coverage have 
happened because of  the law’s 
insurance mandate, and will 
coverage tumble without it?

This enrollment season will 
also be the first since the Trump 
administration has been taking 
steps to circumvent the ACA’s 
insurance requirements, mak-
ing it easier for individuals to 
buy two inexpensive types of  in-
surance that cover less care and 

lack certain popular consumer 
protections.

Administration officials tout 
this alternative coverage, short-
term health plans and “associa-
tion health plans,” as expanding 
affordable options, while critics 
predict it will confuse consum-
ers, leading some to buy less 
coverage than they need. In a 
major switch, federal health 
officials have just said they are 

With troop numbers 
changing daily, Pentagon 
says it plans up to 8,000
By ZEKE MILLER  
AND ROBERT BURNS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TURN TO BORDER » PAGE A2

By AMY GOLDSTEIN
WASHINGTON POST

TURN TO HEALTH » PAGE A2

INSIDE
 ■ Trump lashes 

out at Ryan 
over birthright 
citizenship / B1

 ■ Caravan 
members rest, 
seek transport  
in Mexico / B5

6th year of ‘Obamacare’ 
marketplaces will test 
new GOP health policies

Willie McCovey, the Giants 
first baseman who terrorized 
pitchers with his majestic home 
runs and charmed fans with his 
easy grace, died Wednesday, the 
team announced. He was 80.

One of  the most beloved 
Giants of  all time, McCovey 

slugged 521 home runs 
over the course of  a ca-
reer that spanned four 
decades. He will be best 
remembered as Willie 
Mays’ tag-team partner 
in San Francisco’s for-
midable lineups of  the 1960s.

“San Francisco and the entire 
baseball community lost a true 
gentleman and legend, and our 
collective hearts are broken,” 
Giants president and CEO Lar-
ry Baer said Wednesday. “Willie 
was a beloved figure throughout 
his playing days and in retire-

ment. He will be deep-
ly missed by the many 
people he touched. For 
more than six decades, 
he gave his heart and 
soul to the Giants — as 
one of  the greatest play-

ers of  all time, as a quiet leader 
in the clubhouse, as a mentor to 
the Giants who followed in his 
footsteps, as an inspiration to 
our Junior Giants, and as a fan 
cheering on the team from his 
booth.”

Fans mourn a giant among Giants
Willie McCovey 
attends  
a ceremony 
for the 80th 
birthday of 
Hall of Famer 
Willie Mays 
before a game 
between the 
San Francisco 
Giants and 
the Colorado 
Rockies in  
San Francisco. 
JEFF CHIU
ASSOCIATED PRESS, 2011

WILLIE McCOVEY » 
Fearsome hitter known 
as ‘Stretch’ beloved in SF
By DANIEL BROWN
THE MERCURY NEWS

TURN TO McCOVEY » PAGE A8

INSIDE
The great Willie 
Mac was revered 
by everyone who 
knew him, Bob 
Padecky says / C1
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Petro Avila, left, and Martin Ibarra, employees of vineyard management company Vino Farms, harvest cabernet sauvignon grapes Wednesday at 
Sallyvine Vineyard in Geyserville. A mild growing season gave winemakers ample time to allow fruit to ripen to optimal levels.

Rosy forecast for crop
WINE GRAPE HARVEST » Predictable growing season weather  
leads to strong yield, though some experts concerned about oversupply

As she walked the Sallyvine Vine-
yard in Geyserville on Wednesday 
morning, winemaker Alison Crowe 

smiled as she talked about the 2018 North 
Coast grape harvest, which was all about 
the hang time. 

Mother Nature threw few curveballs 

their way this growing season, giving 
winemakers as much time as they needed 
to schedule their picks and allow the fruit 
to ripen to the optimal level before being 
trucked to the winery. 

“The entire 2018 growing season was 
mild and measured, not a lot of  heat 
spikes, just enough rain to keep things 
growing to create healthy vines,” said 
Crowe, director of  winemaking for Plata 

Wine Partners in Napa.
Crowe’s rosy sentiment is shared by 

other local winemakers as the North Coast 
grape harvest wraps up for the most part 
this week. Wineries have locked in their 
final picks for late red varieties such as 
cabernet sauvignon and petite syrah — 
though a few may linger into next week. 

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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