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TINY HOUSES FOR HOMELESS: Supervisors  
expected to vote Tuesday on spending $75,000 for 
a study on sites for the countywide program / B1
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RAIDERS BACK IN 
AFC CONTENTION 

Oakland quarterback Carr leads high-powered offense to 34-20 win over Jets Sports

ROYALS TAKE MLB 
CHAMPIONSHIP
Kansas City comes back from 
deficit and deals body blow to 
Mets in 12-inning win Sports

1 1 1 T H  W O R L D  S E R I E S

State party politics taking sharp turn
PARTY  
AFFILIATION
According to  
a Pew Research 
study last year,  
voter registration 
figures show:
Nation
32% Democrat
23% Republican
California
43% Democrats
28% Republicans
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FLIPPING A BURGER JOINT: Nino Rabbaa, the owner Flipside Bar & Burger in downtown Santa Rosa, is seeking to sell his Santa Rosa restaurants, which will 
remain open in the meantime. He says the New York-based investment company with controlling interest in his business has put the brakes on the venture. 

Exit from Flipside
Once the operator of one of Sonoma County’s fastest growing restaurant chains, 

struggling entrepreneur Rabbaa stepping away from industry

House Speaker Paul Ryan

Ryan: 
We lack 
trust in 
Obama 

WASHINGTON — Rep. Paul 
Ryan, the new House speaker, 
said in a series of  interviews 
televised on Sunday that he will 
not work with the Obama admin-
istration on immigration policy 
overhaul, effectively pushing off 
the issue to at least 2017.

“Look, I think it would be a ri-
diculous notion to try and work 
on an issue like this with a pres-
ident we simply cannot trust 
on this issue,” Ryan said in an 
interview with CBS’s “Face the 
Nation.” “He tried to go it alone, 
circumventing the legislative 
process with his executive or-
ders, so that is not in the cards.”

The message from Ryan, who 
was elected on Thursday, sig-
naled an antagonism toward the 
White House that both echoed 

T he owner of  what was once a 
fast-growing Sonoma County 
restaurant chain says he’s lost his 

appetite for opening new eateries and is 
now looking to sell his two remaining 
Santa Rosa locations.

Nino Rabbaa, the Paris-born entrepre-
neur turned restaurateur, says the New 

York-based investment 
firm that took a con-
trolling interest in his 
Flipside Hospitality & 
Entertainment business 
in 2013 has scaled back 
its investment in the 
company.

As a consequence, 
Rabbaa said, he will not 
be moving forward with 
either the brewery in 
Rohnert Park that has 
been in development 
since 2012 or a creperie 
in downtown Santa Rosa 
he had hoped to open in 
the former location of  
his first Sonoma County 

restaurant, Rendezvous Bistro.
“I am basically walking away from this 

industry,” Rabbaa said. “I am moving 
forward in a different direction.”

He said it was premature to disclose his 
future plans. But Rabbaa stressed that his 
two operating restaurants, Flipside Bar 
& Burger on Third Street and Flipside 
Burgers and Wings on Calistoga Road, 

will remain open until he can arrange a 
new ownership structure, which he said 
he is committed to doing. 

“I’ll spend all my money and all my 
kids’ money until I find a solution,” Rab-
baa said. 

Alex Gaudelet, the founder of  New 
York-based Invest Hospitality, declined 
to describe the size of  his investment in 
Flipside Hospitality & Entertainment 
or the reason he put the brakes on the 
venture. 

“We had a pretty aggressive plan for 
growing the company and, for now, those 

SHUTTERED BISTRO: Restaurant equipment sits inside the closed Rendezvous Bistro, located on Old  
Courthouse Square in Santa Rosa. The Parisian-style eatery was one of Rabbaa’s ventures in Sonoma County.

New House speaker echoes 
predecessor, won’t cooperate 

on immigration overhaul

By NICHOLAS FANDOS
NEW YORK TIMES

For decades, Californians have 
prided themselves on cutting the 
path to be trod later by national 
political figures. Ronald Reagan 
rose first on the West Coast and 
spread eastward with his election as 

president. The anti-tax movement 
likewise moved from west to east, 
grounded by the historic approval 
of  Proposition 13’s property tax lim-
itations in 1978.

This year, the state’s Democrats 
and Republicans are moving, in some 
key ways, in exactly the opposite di-
rection from the national parties.

National Democrats, as a glance 
at the presidential contest demon-
strates, are feeling intense pressure 
to move to the left. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, hardly a conservative when 
left to her own devices, has moved 

left on criminal justice, immigration 
and economic policies as she seeks to 
put down a surprisingly strong chal-
lenge by an independent socialist, 
Sen. Bernie Sanders of  Vermont.

Among Republicans vying for the 
2016 presidential nomination, the 
race to the right has taken on the 
appearance of  a stampede. Gone is 
the past support of  some candidates 
for dealing with immigrants in the 
country illegally, or past support of  
more moderate policy changes on 
health care or education.

Contrast that with the position-

ing of  California’s Democrats and 
Republicans.

The state’s Democrats are led by 
Gov. Jerry Brown, who, while liber-
al in some respects, has served as a 
brake on more leftward elements of  
his party. An increasingly forceful 
presence in the party — while still a 
rabblerousing minority — are those 
pushing conservative-for-a-Democrat 
positions on government pensions, 
organized labor and education policy.

The divergence with the nation-
als is even more pronounced among 

On key issues, Democrats and 
Republicans moving in direct 
opposition to national parties 

By CATHLEEN DECKER
LOS ANGELES TIMES

TURN TO FLIPSIDE, PAGE A5

TURN TO RYAN, PAGE A5

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

TURN TO POLITICS, PAGE A5

Official: Jet 
broke apart 
over Egypt

ST. PETERSBURG, Rus-
sia — As Russia mourned the 
224  victims of  a charter flight 
that crashed over the weekend 
on Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula, in-
vestigators on Sunday began 
the difficult process of  trying to 
determine whether the plane, 
which they said had broken up 
in midair, was brought down by 
an act of  terrorism or a tragic 
accident.

After surveying the wreckage 
scattered across 8 square miles 
of  the barren, black pebbles of  
the Sinai Desert plateau, Victor 
Sorochenko, director of  the In-
terstate Aviation Commission, 
told journalists that the wide 
dispersion meant that the plane 

By ANDREW E. KRAMER 
and NEIL MACFARQUHAR

NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO EGYPT, PAGE A5

RAPID EXPANSION

Rendezvous Bistro: Parisian-inspired eatery 
in Santa Rosa; opened 2009; closed 2014
Space XXV: Lounge in Santa Rosa; opened 
2011; closed 2013 
Flipside Bar & Burger: Burgers and open-air 
dining; Third Street in Santa Rosa; opened 2012 
Flipside Burgers and Wings: Restaurant 
and sports bar in Santa Rosa; opened 2014
Concession stand: Spring Lake Park in Santa 
Rosa; operated since 2012
Flip Brewhouse: Plans for microbrewery and 
restaurant in Rohnert Park; yet to open

Nino  
Rabbaa
“I really want to 
make sure in this 
transition that  
we cross that 
bridge safely,” 
restaurateur says.


