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CUBS KEEP ON COMING » Chicago forces World 
Series into Game 7 with 9-3 win over Indians.   A3

MUSHROOM MAGIC » Early autumn rains ideal  
for Mendocino Mushroom, Wine & Beer Fest. D1

Council
pledges
$3M for
housing 

Santa Rosa will spend up to 
$3 million to subsidize the con-
struction of  affordable housing 
projects in its boldest effort to 
date to address the city’s hous-
ing crisis. 

The City Council on Tues-
day approved a pilot program 
aimed at immediately boosting 
the construction of  affordable 
housing units by making pay-
ments to developers of  shov-
el-ready but otherwise “sty-
mied” projects. 

The infusion of  cash is viewed 
as the most effective way for 
the city to help get worthwhile 
projects under construction in 
the short term while the city 
continues to work on its long-
range “Housing for All” plan. 

“We’re trying to incentivize 
a market-rate developer to pro-
vide affordable housing units 
in the city,” David Gouin, the 
director of  Housing and Com-
munity Services, told the coun-
cil. 

In an effort to address its 
housing shortage, the city 
is already spending about  
$1.7 million this year on home-
less services and another 
$800,000 reviewing and improv-
ing the efficiency of  the permit 
approval process. 

But the city hasn’t been able 
to reach its ambitious goal of  
approving 1,000 new building 
permits this year, and expects 
to approve about half  that num-
ber by the end of  the year. 

Some of  those projects face 
financial hurdles that the city 
says it might be willing to help 
with if  they provide Santa Rosa 
the kind of  affordable housing 
it needs right away. 

City Manager Sean McGlynn 
said the question the city plans 
to ask developers is “Do you 
have a shovel-ready project 
that needs a little assistance to 
address our overall goal?” 

SANTA ROSA » Builder 
incentives designed to 
speed affordable projects 
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On Friday, tribal elder Priscilla Hunter of the Coyote Valley band of Pomo Indians sits in front of pictures of her nephews, dancing in tribal  
ceremonies, at the Coyote Valley Reservation near Redwood Valley.

Reclaiming past

Among the artifacts and animal remains 
dug up despite tribal opposition three de-
cades ago on a sprawling communal ranch 
in Mendocino County, there turned out 
to be human bones — a recent discovery 
significant for Pomo tribal members now 
seeking return of  the remains and greater 
control over cultural sites on private land. 

The identification of  five human hand 
and foot bones, made last month by Sono-

ma State University’s Anthropological 
Studies Center, is the latest twist in a long-
standing debate over archaeological digs 
conducted in the 1980s on the Greenfield 
Ranch, a 5,200-acre community created by 
back-to-the-landers in the 1970s.

Pomo tribal leaders objected to the digs 
at the time and said the confirmation that 
human remains were among the exhumed 
items justified their opposition to such 
projects, whether for educational study or 
development.  

“We don’t want (Native American cul-

tural sites) to be disturbed,” said Priscilla 
Hunter, a member of  the Coyote Valley 
band of  Pomo Indians who was tribal ad-
ministrator at the time and opposed the 
digs. Now with the tribe’s historic preser-
vation office, Hunter said “bad medicine” 
was unleashed by the digs.

Greenfield Ranch residents, who pride 
themselves as being culturally and en-
vironmentally sensitive, were appalled 
to learn human bones had been kept for 
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Tribe wants return of human remains, relics kept in boxes for years 

California may veer left on measures

LOS ANGELES — California vot-
ers, who’ve watched as Massachu-
setts and Colorado leaped ahead on 
causes such as gay marriage and le-
gal marijuana, could restore its role 

as a laboratory of  liberal policy-mak-
ing with ballot measures to end cap-
ital punishment, boost taxes, require 
background checks to buy bullets and 
limit drug prices.

The push to regain California’s rep-
utation as the nation’s progressive 
stronghold is being aided by billion-
aire hedge-fund founder Tom Steyer, 
who has poured more than $17 million 
into five of  the 17 questions on the bal-
lot next week. The measures also may 
be aided by a 2011 state law that puts 
initiatives before voters only in No-

vember, when turnout among Demo-
crats is highest.

“What we’re really looking to do is 
roll back the Reagan revolution” of  
conservatism, Steyer said in a tele-
phone interview. “We have a big issue 
in California with adapting to the 21st 
century. Part of  this ballot is to help 
us adapt to the 21st century.”

California, the most populous U.S. 
state, has been a bellwether for liberal 
political issues nationwide. It was the 

RICH PEDRONCELLI / ASSOCIATED PRESS, 2015

Billionaire environmentalist Tom Steyer has invested 
more than $17 million in backing five measures on 
the California ballot this year.

By JAMES NASH
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FBI backed off 2 earlier investigations

WASHINGTON — The FBI 
and Justice Department faced a 
hard decision in two investiga-
tions this past summer that had 
the potential to rock the presi-
dential election. The first case 

involved Donald Trump’s cam-
paign chairman, Paul Manafort, 
and secretive business dealings 
in Ukraine. The second focused 
on Hillary Clinton’s relation-
ships with donors to her family 
foundation.

At the urging of  the Justice 
Department, the FBI agreed not 
to actively pursue either case so 
close to the election, according 
to federal law enforcement offi-
cials.

Against this backdrop, the de-
cision of  the FBI director, James 
Comey, to send a letter to Con-

gress last week about a renewed 
inquiry concerning Clinton’s 
emails is not just a departure 
from long-standing policy; it has 
plunged the FBI and the Justice 
Department directly into the 
election, precisely what Justice 
officials were trying to avoid.

Comey’s letter, which he 
sent over the objections of  the 
Justice Department, stirred 
outrage across party lines. It 
unleashed a torrent of  news 
that laid bare the government’s 
internal deliberations and ex-
posed the infighting and occa-

sional mistrust between rank-
and-file FBI agents and senior 
department officials.

Since Comey’s revelation, the 
FBI has hurried to analyze a 

cache of  emails belonging to one 
of  Clinton’s aides, Huma Abe-
din. It is increasingly unlikely 
that the review will be complete 
by Election Day, FBI officials 
said, although they said there 
was a chance they could offer 
updates before Nov. 8.

The mood at the FBI is dark, 
and nobody is willing to pre-
dict what the coming days will 
bring, particularly if  agents and 
analysts do not complete their 
review of  Abedin’s emails by 

So close to election, 
agency opted not to  
actively pursue cases 
By MATT APUZZO  
AND MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
NEW YORK TIMES
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