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Verdict in civil rights trial
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Congregants and members of the community gather for an interfaith service Thursday that was held to remember the victims of the Pittsburgh 
synagogue shooting and to bring communities together in solidarity at Congregation Shomrei Torah in Santa Rosa.

Hope from united faith
SANTA ROSA » Dozens from all religions gather for a special service  
remembering 11 victims killed in Pittsburgh synagogue shooting

An overflow crowd of  many 
faiths packed a Santa Rosa 
synagogue Thursday for an eve-

ning of  prayer, hope, pain and remem-
brance five days after the massacre at 
a Jewish place of  worship on the other 
side of  the continent. 

The victims were held close by the 
more than 800 people in the sanctuary 
at Congregation Shomrei Torah.

“We’re here this evening to remem-
ber and to mourn,” said Rabbi George 
Gittleman of  Shomrei Torah, who 
quickly organized the interfaith ser-
vice in collaboration with eight other 
Sonoma County religious leaders. 
“We’re also here this evening to offer a 
little light in a dark world.”

Faces of  the 11 Jews killed by a 
gunman who opened fire Saturday 
inside the Tree of  Life synagogue in 
Pittsburgh were projected on the sanc-
tuary wall. Eleven rabbis and clergy 
members lit candles one at a time for 
each of  the victims as their names 
appeared on the wall.

“Last week these 11 Jews died for 
being Jews,” said Irwin Keller, spiritu-
al leader of  Congregation Ner Shalom 
in Cotati. “We commend their spirits 
to God’s care.”

Rev. Dale Flowers, pastor of  Santa 
Rosa’s First Presbyterian Church, 
said he “would like to express prayer 
as an act of  compassion and an act of  
courage.”

“It takes courage to admit our 

A federal jury in San Francisco 
reached a verdict Thursday finding 
three Rohnert Park public safety 
officers violated the civil rights of  a 
local family during a 2014 warrant-
less home search by police looking 
for their grown son, concluding a 

trial that will force the city to change 
some of  its search procedures.

The eight-person jury awarded 
Elva and Raul Barajas $75,000 in 
damages for the city’s breach of  
their federal and state constitution-
al rights plus an additional $70,000 
in punitive damages because of  the 
actions of  embattled ex-cop Brendon 
Jacy Tatum. He slipped in through 
a back door of  their home, initially 
with his gun drawn, according to 
court testimony. 

The officers — Tatum, Officer 
Matthew Snodgrass and Dave Rodri-

guez, who has since retired — went 
to the Santa Barbara Drive home on 
Nov. 4, 2014, for a routine probation 
check looking for Elva Barajas’ son 
Edgar Perez, then 35, who had a felo-
ny drug possession conviction.

The four-day trial in U.S. District 
Court before Magistrate Judge Sallie 
Kim tested the boundaries between 
law enforcement’s duty to check 
probationers are following the rules 
and the U.S. Constitution’s Fourth 
Amendment protections against 
warrantless, unreasonable searches 
for probationers’ family members. 

The case also spotlights the 
Rohnert Park Public Safety Depart-
ment at a time when its leadership 
and oversight of  its officers have 
come under public scrutiny. The city 
has hired a police auditor to conduct 
a broad investigation into the de-
partment’s policies and practices.

“The city has taken the position 
from the beginning that they’ve 
done nothing wrong, even when 
it came out that Tatum came into 
the house with his gun drawn,” 

Federal jury finds that RP 
officers illegally searched 
family’s home in 2014
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Jacy
Tatum
Rohnert Park 
officer among 
several sued by 
family for illegal 
home search.
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Not guilty plea 
from Pittsburgh 
shooting 
suspect / B3

Photographs 
of the 11 Tree 
of Life  
synagogue 
congregants 
who were 
killed in 
last week’s 
shooting are 
projected 
on a screen.

Google staff walk out over inequality

SAN FRANCISCO — Car-
rying signs that included a 
mocking use of  the company’s 
original “Don’t be evil” motto, 
thousands of  Google employees 
around the world briefly walked 
off the job Thursday to protest 

what they said was the tech 
giant’s mishandling of  sexual 
misconduct allegations against 
executives.

From Tokyo, Singapore and 
London to New York, Seattle and 
San Francisco, highly paid engi-
neers and other workers staged 
walkouts of  about an hour, 
reflecting rising #MeToo-era 

frustration among women over 
frat-house behavior and other 
misconduct in heavily male Sil-
icon Valley.

In Dublin, organizers used 
megaphones to address the out-
door crowd of  men and women, 
while in other places, workers 
gathered in packed conference 
rooms or lobbies. In New York, 
there appeared to be as many 
men as women out in the streets, 
while in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts, men outnumbered women 

by perhaps 6 to 1.
“Time is up on sexual ha-

rassment!” organizer Vicki 
Tardif  Holland shouted, her 
voice hoarse, at a gathering of  
about 300 people in Cambridge. 
“Time is up on systemic racism. 
Time is up on abuses of  power. 
Enough is enough!”

About 1,000 Google workers 
in San Francisco swarmed into 
a plaza in front of  the city’s 

LABOR PROTEST » Employees demand better pay 
for women, seek more inclusive hiring practices
By MICHAEL LIEDTKE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Trump 
digs in 
against 
caravan

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Thursday he 
plans to sign an order next week 
that could lead to the large-scale 
detention of  
migrants cross-
ing the south-
ern border and 
bar anyone 
caught cross-
ing illegally 
from claiming 
asylum — two 
legally dubious 
proposals that 
mark his latest 
election season 
barrage against 
illegal immigra-
tion.

Trump also 
said he had told 
the U.S. military 
mobilizing at 
the southwest 
border that if  
U.S. troops face rock-throwing 
migrants, they should react as 
though the rocks were “rifles.”

“This is an invasion,” Trump 
declared, as he has previous-
ly on a subject that has been 
shown to resonate strongly with 
his base of  Republican support-
ers. He made his comments at 
the White House in a rambling, 
campaign-style speech that was 
billed as a response to caravans 
of  migrants traveling slowly 
by foot toward the U.S. border. 
But Trump offered few details 
on how exactly he planned to 
overhaul an asylum system he 

President appeals to 
base, announcing plans 
to stop asylum-seekers
By JILL COLVIN 
AND COLLEEN LONG
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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