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SNOOPY GETS A STAR: 
Crowd welcomes beloved 
“Peanuts” character to 
Hollywood Walk of  Fame
Chris Smith, B1

WATER AGENCY SITE 
EYED FOR SCHOOL 
SR district wants to create 
charter campus at property 
on W. College Ave. Empire

DOWN & OUT
49ers QB Colin Kaepernick benched 
by Tomsula in what Lowell Cohn calls 
desperation move; 10-year veteran  
Vernon Davis traded to Broncos Sports

Marc Levine
Assemblyman 
says existing 
state ban on vote 
photos may be 
unconstitutional.

WHO’S COVERED?
Data for June 2015, the latest snap-
shot of Sonoma County residents 
who have bought health insurance 
through Covered California
21,980 Sonoma County residents 
covered though program
34% chose bronze plan
21.3% chose silver enhanced plan
55% were female
45% were male
53% were between age 45 and 64
23% were between age 30 and 44

Keystone 
company: 
Halt US 
review

TORONTO — TransCanada, 
the company behind the con-
troversial Keystone XL pipeline 
from Canada to the U.S Gulf  
Coast, has asked the U.S. State 
Department to pause its review 
of  the project.

TransCanada said Monday 
it had sent a letter to Secretary 
of  State John Kerry requesting 
that the State Department sus-
pend its review of  the pipeline 
application. The pipeline com-
pany said such a suspension 
would be appropriate while it 
works with Nebraska authori-
ties for approval of  its preferred 
route through the state that is 
facing legal challenges in state 
courts.

The move comes as the Obama 
administration was widely ex-
pected to reject the pipeline per-
mit application.

“We have just received Trans- 
Canada’s letter to Secretary Ker-
ry and are reviewing it. In the 
meantime, consideration under 
the executive order continues,” 
State Department spokeswoman 
Elizabeth Trudeau said.

The White House declined to 
comment, referring all ques-
tions to the State Department.

The State Department review 
is mandated as part of  the ap-
plication process because the 
pipeline crosses an internation-
al border. The State Department 

Citing Nebraska legal fight, 
TransCanada asks feds to 
suspend pipeline review

By ROB GILLIES
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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More middle-aged, white Americans dying

Something startling is happening to 
middle-aged white Americans. Unlike 
every other age group, unlike every oth-
er racial and ethnic group, unlike their 
counterparts in other rich countries, 
death rates in this group have been ris-
ing, not falling.

That finding was reported Monday by 
two Princeton economists, Angus Dea-
ton, who last month won the 2015 Nobel 

Prize in economics, and Anne Case. An-
alyzing health and mortality data from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and other sources, they conclud-
ed that rising annual death rates among 
this group are being driven not by the big 
killers like heart disease and diabetes but 
by an epidemic of  suicides and afflictions 
stemming from substance abuse: alco-
holic liver disease and overdoses of  her-
oin and prescription opioids.

The analysis by Deaton and Case may 
offer the most rigorous evidence to date 
of  both the causes and implications of  a 
development that has been puzzling de-
mographers in recent years: the declin-
ing health and fortunes of  poorly educat-
ed American whites. In middle age, they 

MEL EVANS / Associated Press

Nobel Prize winner Angus Deaton, seen last month,  
and his wife, Anne Case, both Princeton econo-
mists, stumbled upon their death rate findings 
while studying national data on pain and ill health.TURN TO DYING, PAGE A7

Report finds substance abuse, suicide 
causing population segment’s death 

rates to rise while others fall

By GINA KOLATA
NEW YORK TIMES

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat 

GETTING CARE: Dr. Thomas Duckett talks with patient Tom Hearn at the Sutter Health Medical Office Building in Santa Rosa on Monday. Sutter’s Health Plus HMO 
is an option for North Coast residents seeking health coverage to comply with the Affordable Care Act, although members are not eligible for government subsidies. 

Sign-up window open

Open enrollment underway for state’s health insurance exchange

Open enrollment for California’s health 
insurance exchange begins this week, 
offering Sonoma County residents who 

already have coverage a chance to shop around 
for a better deal — and those without it an 
opportunity to purchase insurance and avoid a 
hefty tax penalty.

Thousands of  Sonoma County residents will 
be reviewing their options for individual and 
family health coverage over the next three 
months, facing a Jan. 31 deadline to buy cover-
age for 2016. 

State and local health officials are urging con-
sumers to closely examine their choices. In Cal-

ifornia, health insurance is sold in four primary 
tiers — bronze, silver, gold and platinum — that 
offer, for a price, increasing levels of  coverage 
for medical expenses. Within each tier, however, 
prices may have changed significantly over the 
past year, health officials said.

“If  you shop around within the same metal 
tier, specifically the silver, you might be able to 
find a better deal than you had the year before,” 
said Larry Hicks, a spokesman for Covered Cal-
ifornia, the state’s health exchange set up under 
President Barack Obama’s Affordable Care Act. 

The current open enrollment period is Cov-
ered California’s third such period since the 
Affordable Care Act was signed into law. There 
are 21,980 Sonoma County residents actively 
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By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

COVERED CALIFORNIA

Some Sonoma County residents 
will hit the polls today to cast votes 
on a couple of  ballot measures. To 
prove they voted, some of  them 
might be tempted to snap a selfie 
with their ballots and post the imag-

es on Facebook or Instagram — but 
they would be breaking the law.

California prohibits voters from 
showing their marked ballots and 
taking pictures at polling places. 
However, a North Bay legislator 
wants to change that, making it legal 
for voters to take and share “ballot 
selfies.”

Assemblyman Marc Levine, D-San 
Rafael, announced Monday he will 
introduce a bill in January to allow 
voters to pose with their marked bal-
lots, including at the polls, by 2017.

Levine said “selfie” photos are a 

form of  free speech that should be 
protected and state law should be 
changed to reflect that.

“It’s something voters are en-
gaging in already,” Levine said in a 
phone interview. “We have to protect 
that political speech.”

Sonoma County’s registrar of  
voters, Bill Rousseau, questioned 
whether Levine’s proposal would 
conflict with the state constitution, 
which states “voting shall be secret.”

However, Levine said existing 
state laws that prohibit voters from 
sharing images of  their marked bal-

lots may be unconstitutional. He cit-
ed a New Hampshire case from ear-
lier this year when a federal court 
struck down a law that prohibited 
ballot selfies, saying it violated free-
dom of  speech.

Last month, a federal judge issued 
a preliminary injunction that barred 
the state of  Indiana from enforcing 
its ban on photos of  ballots.

Under California law, anyone who 
whips out a camera and starts taking 
pictures at a polling place could face 
a felony charges, punishable by up to 

Levine to state: Make ‘ballot selfies’ legal
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By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

San Rafael assemblyman says 
photos of voting are form of free 
speech, plans bill to allow them 


