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Ferocious winds and dense 
fog assault the rocky out-
cropping where the Point 

Reyes Lighthouse has stood for 
148 years at the tip of  a penin-
sula jutting 10 miles into the 
Pacific Ocean.

Migrating gray whales swim 
close by and nearly 400,000 peo-
ple a year visit the lighthouse 
at Point Reyes National Sea-
shore. The treacherous waters 
near shore have for centuries 
claimed ships, from a Spanish 
galleon to a modern oil tanker, 
killing hundreds of  mariners.

In a long-awaited response to 
the hazardous conditions, the 

federal government spent about 
$100,000 — about $2 million in 
today’s dollars — to build the 
doughty, 35-foot tall lighthouse 
opened in 1870 with a glass lens 
that cast a bright beam 24 miles 
to the horizon.

Last year, the National Park 
Service committed $5 million to 
the first and only restoration of  
the lighthouse, a national his-
toric landmark retired in 1975. 
Two weeks ago, workers peeling 
away the interior wood panels 
found a surprise that sheds 
light on life nine decades ago 
in Marin and Sonoma counties 
and the Bay Area.

Tucked behind a wooden 

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

RESTORATION UNDERWAY: The Point Reyes Lighthouse is encircled by scaffolding as a monthslong renovation continues on the grounds at the Point Reyes National 
Seashore. John Szanyi, at top, and Phu Nguyen begin re-roofing a powerhouse shed on Tuesday.  

Enlightening treasure 
found in lighthouse

Workers discover a hidden stash of fragile newspapers printed in 1929

UNCOVERING HISTORY: John Dell’Osso, chief of interpretation and resource 
education at Point Reyes National Seashore, thumbs through old newspapers on 
Tuesday. The papers were discovered during the renovation. 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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time ends at  
2 a.m. Sunday.

US restores sanctions on Iran
WASHINGTON — The Trump 

administration announced 
Friday that it was exempting 
eight countries from bruising 
sanctions the United States was 
reimposing against Iran, un-
dercutting its pledge to econom-

ically punish 
Tehran’s re-
gional aggres-
sions while 
widening a 
profound rift 
with European 
allies.

Mike Pompeo, 
the secretary 
of state, did not 
identify the eight countries that 
were being granted six-month 
waivers, but a senior official con-
firmed that they include India, 

South Korea, 
Japan and Chi-
na — among the 
world’s largest 
importers of  
Iranian oil.

Pompeo said 
the European 
Union, which 
recently an-
nounced the 

creation of  an economic channel 
to continue financial dealings 
with Iran, was not among those 
receiving waivers.

The sanctions were promised 
in May, when President Don-
ald Trump announced that the 
United States was withdraw-
ing from a 2015 deal with world 
powers to limit Iran’s nuclear 
program.

They were affirmed Friday, 
the eve of  a long-announced 
Nov. 5 deadline for nations to 
cease importing Iranian goods 
or face financial penalties, and 
days before crucial midterm 
elections in which the Trump 
administration is seeking to gal-

vanize Republicans who support 
his hard-nosed foreign policy.

Pompeo said the waivers were 
granted to the eight countries 
“only because they have demon-
strated significant reductions in 
their crude oil and cooperation 
on many other fronts.” He said 
two of  the eight were expected 
to end their imports of  Iranian 
oil “within weeks,” and all must 
reapply for extended exemp-
tions at the end of  six months.

Waivers granted to eight 
countries, including 
India, undercut pain
By GARDINER HARRIS
NEW YORK TIMES
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A longtime Sonoma County 
criminal defense investigator 
has been accused by prosecu-
tors of  dissuading a witness 
from testifying against his cli-

ent in a manslaughter trial 
stemming from an August 2017 
hit-and-run crash that killed UC 
Berkeley’s top lawyer, Christo-
pher Patti.

The allegations have landed 
investigator Jim Baker, 69, in 
Sonoma County Superior Court 
alongside the suspected hit-and-
run driver Jonathan Ritter, 29, 
of  Rio Nido, who was recently 
accused by prosecutors of  try-
ing to get the same witness kid-

napped and killed. 
Baker’s case has sent a 

shockwave through the local 
legal community, after Sonoma 
County sheriff’s detectives re-
cently seized all of  his records 
— including those for unrelated 
cases — as well as his laptop and 
the phones from his office and 
home.

They kept the files for 10 days 
before turning them over to 
court custody, in what appears to 

be a sharp departure from stan-
dard procedure governing chain 
of  custody for evidence that may 
include information protected by 
attorney-client privilege, accord-
ing to Baker’s lawyer, Geoffrey 
Dunham. The potential breach 
could include a half-dozen oth-
er local criminal cases Baker 
was investigating for defendants 
accused of  crimes in Sonoma 
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Records seizure shocks defense attorneys

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  

Investigator accused of 
witness tampering had 
files from other cases

Obama 
rallies 
against 
Trump

MIAMI — Former President 
Barack Obama’s voice has a way 
of lifting into a high-pitched tone 
of  astonishment when he talks 
about his successor, almost as 
if  he still cannot believe that the 
Executive Mansion he occupied 
for eight years is now the home 
of President Donald Trump.

For most of  the past two years, 
he stewed about it in private, only 
occasionally speaking out. But as 
he hit the campaign trail this fall, 
Obama has vented his exasper-
ation loud and often, assailing 
his successor in a sharper, more 
systematic way arguably than 
any former president has done in 
three-quarters of  a century.

Although some admirers be-
lieve he remains too restrained 
in an era of  Trumpian bombast, 
Obama has excoriated the incum-
bent for “lying” and “fear-mon-
gering” and pulling “a political 
stunt” by sending troops to the 
border. As he opened a final 
weekend of campaigning before 
Tuesday’s midterm elections, 
Obama has re-emerged as the 
Democrats’ most prominent face, 
pitting president versus president 
over the future of  the country.

In a fiery speech in Miami 
on Friday afternoon before  
heading to Georgia for another 
rally, Obama said that even con-

VOTE 2018 » Ex-president 
critiques successor for 
‘lying,’ ‘fear mongering’
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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